
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Carl Frost Center for Social Science Research contracted with the Reformed

Church in America to conduct a survey on RCA congregational worship. The

RCA staff developed the survey with assistance from the Frost Research Center.

Survey topics included worship times and days, attendance, the length of

services and sermons, church music, characteristics of the worship service,

baptism, children in worship, worship materials, and the observance of special

liturgical seasons and days.

The survey was mailed by the Grand Rapids offices of the RCA in late April,

2004 to the ministers of the RCA churches in U.S.A. and Canada. A Business

Reply envelope addressed to the Frost Research Center was included with the

survey.  A total of 985 surveys were mailed and 593 completed surveys were

returned to the Frost Center for a response rate of 60.2%.

This report is divided into three major sections.  The first describes the survey

conducted for this report (2004 worship survey) and includes a description and

analysis of the overall results. The second major section provides the data by the

eight RCA synods and describes differences by synod. The third major section

provides a historical comparison of the 2004 data with the results from two

previous worship surveys conducted in 1994 and 1987.

Each section in the report includes a set of corresponding tables:



1. 2004 Worship Survey

a. Overall 2004 survey results: Tables 1A to 46A

b. 2004 survey results by synod: Tables 1B to 38B

2. Comparisons of the 2004, 1994 and 1987 worship surveys

Tables 1C to 52C

Open-ended answers to the 2004 worship survey are provided at the back of the

report.

Overall Results

• Western Theological Seminary accounted for 47.7% of the pastors’

education, New Brunswick had 20.6%, and 32.7% indicated some other

seminary (more than one response was possible).

• The surveys came from every synod in North America with the most

responses from the Great Lakes (22.1 %) and the fewest from Canada

(3.5%).

• Churches responding to the survey varied from those with a small average

Sunday worship attendance (0-50; 13.2%) to churches with an average

attendance of more than 500 (7.6%), with the largest size category being

101-200 (29.8%).

• Six out of ten congregations (59.0%) indicated that they had one Sunday

service and only 16.4% had services on days other than Sunday.



• Sing, A New Creation was a hymnal used by 16.0 % of those surveyed.

Respondents also indicated using the Hymnal for Praise and Celebration

at about the same rate (16.2%).

• Nearly half of the congregations (49.7%) used a projector to display

hymns, songs, or other worship material on a front screen, and a large

majority (81.0%) subscribed to a copyright licensing organization.  Most

respondents (63.4%) indicated that their music director is paid, and four-

fifths (80.3%) of respondents indicated that their congregations included

praise choruses in their services.  Differences in music programs by the

average worship attendance of churches were notable. The larger the

church, the more likely each of these four items was present.  For

example, churches with larger attendances were more likely to use a front

screen to project worship material: 95.6%—largest [more than 500]

attendance; 14.1%—smallest [0-50] attendance.

• Most respondents (87.7%) used the Apostles Creed in Sunday worship,

44.3% used the Nicene Creed, and 27.9% used another creed.

Synod Differences

• Four synods had congregations with an average Sunday morning

attendance of more than 500 (Far West—16.0%, Great Lakes—14.5%,

Heartland—12.1%, and Mid-America—8.3%).

• Mid-Atlantics Synod was the most likely to have services on days other

than Sunday (25.0%).  Heartland Synod was the least likely (11.0%).



• Sing, A New Creation is not commonly used; but is used more in Albany

(26.1%) and New York (24.3%) congregations.  Only one congregation

(2.0%) of Far West synod indicated that they used Sing, A New Creation.

• Most churches in Albany (91.3%), the Mid-Atlantics (82.5%), and New

York (78.6%) do not use a front screen for hymns, songs, or other worship

material.  Conversely, 66.0% (Heartland) to 80.0% (Far West) of churches

in the other five synods do use a front screen to project worship material.

• The Heartland (31.6%) is least likely to have a paid music director and

Mid-Atlantics (88.6%) and New York (85.3%) are most likely.

• More than 90% of congregations in five synods included praise choruses

in worship services (Canada—100.0%, Mid-America 95.8%, Far

West—94.0%, Great Lakes—92.3%, and Heartland—90.0%). The east

coast synods had much lower use of praise choruses (Albany—61.8%,

New York—61.4%, and Mid-Atlantics—53.2%).

• Three synods preferred the organ to praise bands for musical

accompaniment (Albany—91.3% vs. 8.7%, Mid-Atlantics— 88.8% vs.

7.5%, and New York—78.6% vs. 7.1%).  Far West congregations were

more likely to have a praise band than an organ (68.0% vs. 44.0%) and

three types of musical accompaniment were each used by more than half

of the congregations in Great Lakes Synod: organs (61.8%), pianos

(56.5%) and praise bands (58.0%).

• In each synod, at least half of the respondents said that their church held

Sunday morning services that were 61-75 minutes in length.  Three



synods were more likely to have the shortest Sunday services (60 minutes

or less): Mid-Atlantics—42.5%, Albany—37.7%, and New York—37.1%).

The longest services were more likely in Canada (23.8%) and the Far

West (14.0%) synods.

• A lectionary is used much more often by congregations in the east coast

synods: New York (80.0%), Albany (75.0%), and Mid-Atlantics (73.4%).

The lowest use was in Canada (23.8%) and the Far West synod (24.0%).

• More than 80% of churches in Mid-America (87.5%), Mid-Atlantics

(86.3%), Albany (82.4%), and Great Lakes (81.7%) had a worship

committee.  There were fewer committees in the other synods: Heartland

(70.0%), New York (67.1%), Far West (60.0%), and Canada (50.0%).

• New York had the highest mean score for number of times the Lord’s

Supper was celebrated each year (13.1), followed by the other two east

coast synods: Mid-Atlantics (11.7) and Albany (11.6).  On average, the

Lord’s Supper was celebrated the least number of times each year in

Heartland Synod (7.2) and Canada (7.3).

• With the exception of Far West (62.0%), over 80% of congregations in

each synod used an RCA approved liturgy for the Lord’s Supper.

• Young children were welcome at the Lord’s Table more often in Albany

(79.4%), and New York (72.5%), the Far West (67.3%), the Mid-Atlantics

(62.0%), and the Great Lakes (56.1%).



• The three synods that were most likely to include a children’s sermon in

the Sunday morning service were Albany – 91.3%, New York – 87.1%,

and Mid-Atlantics – 82.3%. Great Lakes was least likely (54.2%).

• In the east coast synods, more than half of the ministers always wore

robes (New York—65.7%, Mid-Atlantics—62.5%, and Albany—58.0%).

This is in strong contrast to the remaining five synods (Great

Lakes—13.8%, Mid-America—8.3%, Far West—6.0%, Heartland—5.0%,

and Canada—4.8%).

• East coast synods also had more churches that used paraments.   Around

nine out of ten congregations in Mid-Atlantics (95.0%), New York (91.4%)

and Albany (88.4%) used paraments compared to the other synods where

parament use ranged from 69.0% in Heartland to 28.6% in Canada.

• Banners in the sanctuary were used most by Great Lakes and Heartland

(84.0% each) and least in the three east coast synods (59.4% to 64.3%).

• People are mainly baptized by sprinkling in all of the synods.  However,

some synods distinguish themselves with a higher use of pouring and

immersion.   Just over one-fifth of Albany respondents (21.7%) indicated

that pouring is also used and in the Far West 46.0% used immersion.

• Based on the use of Advent or Lenten worship resource packet, the

synods are divided by those with more than half of congregations using

the materials (Albany—67.2%, Canada—66.7%, Mid-Atlantics—64.6%,

and New York—52.2%) and those synods with less than half (Mid-

America—46.5%, Great Lakes—45.7%, Heartland—40.8%, and Far



West—38.0%).  Most often, if the materials were used they were found to

be helpful.



BACKGROUND and METHODOLOGY

The Carl Frost Center for Social Science Research contracted with the Reformed

Church in America to conduct a national survey of RCA church worship and

liturgical observations. The RCA staff developed the survey with assistance from

the Frost Research Center.  Survey topics included worship times and days,

attendance, the length of services and sermons, church music, characteristics of

the worship service, baptism, children in worship, worship materials and the

observance of special liturgical seasons and days. The survey was prepared in

Magenta bubble software.

The survey was sent in late April via surface mail to 985 RCA churches

throughout the United States and Canada. The mailing was processed by staff at

the RCA office in Grand Rapids, Michigan and included a cover letter, the printed

2-page survey, and a Business Reply Envelope, addressed to the Frost

Research Center at Hope College in Holland, Michigan.

A total of 593 responses were received at the Frost Research Center in time to

be included in the results, for a response rate of 60.2%. The surveys were

scanned using Remark scanning software, and tables were created from the

results.



2004 WORSHIP SURVEY – OVERALL SURVEY RESULTS

Demographics of Respondents

By synod, the highest percentage of respondents was from Great Lakes synod

(22.1%; Table 1A).  The second highest was from the Heartland (16.9%) followed

by: Mid-Atlantics (13.5%), Mid-America (12.1%), New York (11.8%), Albany

(11.6%), Far West (8.4%), and Canada (3.5%).

A majority of the pastors had attended either Western Theological Seminary

(47.7%; Table 2A) or New Brunswick Theological Seminary (20.6%). Of the 194

respondents that indicated the pastor(s) attended other seminaries (32.7%),

three seminaries were indicated more often: Fuller Theological Seminary

(32/5.0%), Trinity Evangelical Divinity School (23/3.9%), and Princeton

Theological Seminary (15/2.5%). Respondents also indicated more than 60

additional seminary institutions.1  A complete list of the other seminaries is

provided in Appendix A at the end of this report.

Worship Times, Church Attendance, and Days and Number of Services

According to respondents, almost 90% of churches start their Sunday morning

services between 9:00 and 11:00; 45.7% start between 10:00 and 10:59 and

42.7% start between 9:00 and 9:59 (Table 3A).  An additional 20.2% indicated

that services began between 11:00 AM and 12:00 Noon and 11.0% reported that

services began between 8:00 AM and 8:59 AM.  Average total attendance at

                                                  
1 A small number of respondents (17) indicated that they were currently without a permanent
pastor; therefore no seminary was provided. Also, six other respondents left the question blank.



Sunday service(s) varied with the highest percentage of respondents (29.8%)

reporting between 101 and 200 attendees (Table 4A). One-fourth (24.7%)

indicated average attendance was between 51 and 100, 13.5% reported between

201 and 300 in attendance, and 13.2% reported average attendance was

between 0 and 50.  Respondents reporting between 301 and 500 worshippers

represented 11.2% of congregations in the survey, and 7.6% reported over 500

worshippers.

Six out of ten respondents (59.0%) indicated there was one service each

Sunday, one-third (32.9%) had two services, and 8.1% held three or more (Table

5A).  Of the ninety-seven congregations with services on days other than Sunday

(16.4% of total congregations), more than three fourths (78.4%) of respondents

indicated that their congregation held one service, 12.4% held three or more

services and 9.3% held two services on other days (Table 6A).

The number of Sunday services increased as average total church attendance

increased (Table 7A).  Percentages of churches with more than one Sunday

service for each of the six levels of attendance ranged from 93.3% for churches

with more than 500 attendees on an average Sunday down to 3.8% for those

with 0 to 50 attendees.  Differences among churches with services on days other

than Sundays were not as large; 20.0% of churches with more than 500

attendees had services compared to 16.6% of churches with attendance

between 0 and 50.



Church Music

When asked if their congregation used Sing, A New Creation, 16.0% indicated

yes (Table 8A).  In an open-ended question on hymnbooks (Table 9A), the

hymnal with the highest use was The Hymnal for Praise and Celebration

(16.2%).  Next highest were The Celebration Hymnal (8.7%), The Hymnbook

(6.9%), and The Worshipping Church (6.2%).  The remaining hymnal titles (74)

were each identified by less than 5.0% of respondents. Eleven respondents

(1.9%) indicated using hymnbooks that were in a language other than English.

The complete list of hymnals given by respondents is provided in Appendix B at

the end of this report.

Half of the respondents (49.7%) indicated the use of a front screen to display

hymns, songs, or other worship material (Table 10A) and four of five (81.0%)

subscribed to a copyright licensing organization (Table 11A).  Over sixty percent

of respondents (63.4%) indicated that their music director is paid (Table 12A) and

four-fifths (80.3%) of respondents stated that their congregations included praise

choruses in their services (Table 13A).  Table 14A shows the answers to these

four questions by average church attendance. For all four questions, the

percentage of participation increases as church attendance size increases.

Churches with smaller attendance are less likely to:

• Use a screen to project worship material (from 14.1%—0-50 average total

Sunday attendance to 95.6%—more than 500 average total Sunday

attendance)



• Subscribe to a copyright licensing organization (from 51.9%—0-50

average total Sunday attendance to 100.0%—more than 500 average total

Sunday attendance)

• Pay the music director (from 45.7%—0-50 average total Sunday

attendance to 95.6%—more than 500 average total Sunday attendance)

• Include praise choruses in your service (from 65.8%—0-50 average total

Sunday attendance to 100.0%—more than 500 average total Sunday

attendance)

When asked how many choirs their congregation had, 41.3% of respondents said

they had one, 22.3% had two, 12.1% had three, and 7.9% had four or more

(Table 15A). Ninety-seven respondents (16.4%) either indicated zero or left the

question blank.

The survey asked what is the primary instrument(s) that accompanies

congregational singing. Most respondents (71.2%) indicated that their

congregation used an organ to accompany congregational singing, 43.5% used a

piano, 34.7% used a praise band, and 8.8% used some other instrument (Table

16A).  While 58.7% of respondents chose only one answer, the other 41.3%

chose two to four instruments for their answer (Table 16A1). A complete list of

the “other” instruments indicated by respondents is provided in Appendix C at the

end of this report.



Characteristics of the Worship Service

Nearly two thirds of respondents (67.8%) indicated that the length of a normal

Sunday morning service was 61-75 minutes (Table 17A).  More than one-quarter

of those responding (27.8%) indicated 60 minutes or less, and only 5.2%

indicated that a normal Sunday service was more than 75 minutes long.

A majority (84.3%) reported the length of a typical sermon was between 15 and

30 minutes (15-20 minutes—31.4%; 20-25 minutes—30.8%; 25-30 minutes—

23.1%; Table 18A).   Some respondents (9.5%) reported shorter sermons

(between 10 and 15 minutes), and 5.3% reported that typical sermons lasted

more than 30 minutes.

Most respondents (87.7%) used the Apostles Creed in Sunday worship at least

occasionally, 44.3% use the Nicene Creed, and 27.9% used other creeds (Table

19A).2  Among other creeds identified by respondents, Our Song of Hope (33

respondents), and the Heidelberg Catechism (24 respondents) were mentioned

most frequently.  A few respondents indicated that they used numerous creeds

and others noted that while they use certain creeds for worship, they do not

necessarily use them every Sunday.  The list of other creeds given by

respondents is provided in Appendix D at the end of this report.

About half of respondents (49.3%) indicated that they used a lectionary (Table

20A).  Of those that used a lectionary (289), 49.1% used it throughout the year

                                                  
2 Each creed was given as a separate yes/no question, so total percentages exceed 100%.



and 50.2% used it part of the year (Table 21A). Two respondents did not answer

the follow-up question of how often they used the lectionary.

Over half (56.2%) of congregations had one scripture reading during morning

services, 37.3% had two, and 14.3% indicated three (Table 22A). Many

respondents chose more than one answer on this question, indicating that there

may be some variance in the number of scripture readings from Sunday to

Sunday, or that different morning services have different numbers of readings.

This could be especially true in congregations offering two different morning

services, one contemporary and one traditional.

Over sixty percent of the respondents (62.2%) indicated their churches used the

New International Version of the Bible for scripture readings in morning worship

and 25.0% reported using the New Revised Standard Version (Table 23A).

Fewer churches (8.9%) used the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, and

11.8% reported more than 25 “other” versions of the Bible.  Other versions most

frequently included The Message (13 respondents), and New Living Translation

(10 respondents). A complete list of the other Bibles indicated is provided in

Appendix E at the end of this report. Almost all respondents (91.2%) indicated

that Bibles were available in pew racks (Table 24A).

Three-quarters (76.5%) of respondents indicated their churches had a worship

committee (Table 25A).  Nine in ten respondents (91.2%; Table 26A) reported

that the pastor normally plans worship, 28.5% indicated that the worship



committee plans the worship service and 24.3% said that non-pastoral staff

normally plans worship.  Many respondents chose more than one response for

this question, so the percentage totals exceed 100%.

Most respondents (73.0%) reported prayers were extemporaneous (Table 27A),

37.9% said the pastor writes prayers, and 18.2% said prayers were from another

source. As with the last question, many respondents chose more than one

answer to this question, so percentage totals exceed 100%.

Most respondents indicated that their services follow the basic structure of RCA

worship (84.7%; Table 28A); and that laypeople and/or elders and deacons

participate in leading worship (83.5%; Table 29A).

Nearly three fourths of respondents (73.5%) indicated that their services were not

conducted entirely from the pulpit (Table 30A).   Services were also conducted

from a lectern (24.3%), a font (21.2%), and a table (42.1%).  Almost half (46.6%)

reported that services were conducted from other places in the sanctuary, using

much of the front of the church, sanctuary, stage or platform, including steps and

aisles, to lead worship.  Others noted that their pastor conducted services on the

level of, and sometimes among, the congregation. The list of open-ended

answers to the question, “What other places in the congregation are used?” is

provided as Appendix F at the end of this report.



On average, congregations received the Lord’s Supper 9.6 times a year (Table

32A). Nearly one-fourth of respondents (24.2%) indicated that their

congregations celebrated the Lord’s Supper more than twelve times a year.  The

next highest percentage was six (6) times a year (19.9%), followed by twelve (12)

times a year (15.5%), and five (5) times a year (10.1%).  The remaining

percentage (30.3%) reported celebrating the Lord’s Supper eight (8.3%), four

(7.4%), seven (7.1%), ten (4.7%), nine (2.2%), and eleven (0.5%) times each

year.  Most congregations (85.2%) used an RCA approved liturgy for the Lord’s

Supper (Table 33A).

Children in the Worship Service

Over half of respondents (55.1%) reported that young children were welcome at

the Lord’s (Table 34A).  Most (70.9%) indicated that their Sunday morning

worship services included a children’s sermon (Table 35A).  Children were more

likely to be present for only part of the worship service (65.0%; Table 36A). They

were present for the entire Sunday service at 30.6% of churches, and a small

minority (4.4%) indicated that children were not present at all during Sunday

service.

Vestments, Paraments, and Church Banners

When asked if the pastor wears a robe when leading worship, 43.2% responded

never, 28.5% indicated always, and 28.2% chose sometimes (Table 37A).



Most respondents (68.5%; Table 38A) indicated their church used paraments on

the pulpit and/or table, and almost all (92.6%) of churches that used paraments

changed the colors according to the church year (Table 39A).  Nearly three-

fourths (73.5%) indicated that they have banners in their sanctuary (Table 40A).

Baptism and Liturgical Observations

Respondents were asked how people in their church were baptized and most

(89.9%) indicated that sprinkling was used (Table 41A).  Some respondents

indicated immersion (13.8%) and some pouring (17.4%).  Nearly all respondents

(91.1%) indicated that their church used the RCA approved liturgy for baptism

(Table 42A), although some indicated that they made modifications.

About half (50.9%) of all respondents reported using Advent or Lenten worship

resource packets (Table 43A).  Of the congregations who used the resource

packets, 94.3% found them to be helpful, and 2.0% did not (Table 44A).

Respondents were asked to describe any additional worship resources that

would be helpful for the RCA to provide or recommend. The responses are listed

in Appendix G at the back of this report.

When asked about liturgical seasons observed (Table 45A), 96.8% reported that

they observed Advent and the next highest observed were Christmas (92.9%),

Easter (92.6%) and Lent (90.4%). Half of the respondents (50.8%) observed

Pentecost and 44.9% observed Epiphany.



Of the fourteen days liturgical days listed, Easter (99.2%) was observed by the

most congregations, followed by Christmas (96.8%) and Palm Sunday (96.0%;

Table 46A).  The next three liturgical days were celebrated by more than half of

the congregations: Maundy Thursday (82.3%), Pentecost (73.0%) and Good

Friday (64.8%).  Ash Wednesday was observed by half of the churches (50.1%).

The remaining seven liturgical days were observed by less than half of the

congregations with the lowest (22.8%) for Baptism of our Lord.

Additional comments written on the surveys by respondents are provided in

Appendix H at the end of this report.



19 

In What Synod is Your Congregation Located? 
Question #2 

 Frequency Percent 

Albany 69 11.6% 

Canada 21 3.5 

Far West 50 8.4 

Great Lakes 131 22.1 

Heartland 100 16.9 

Mid-America 72 12.1 

Mid-Atlantics 80 13.5 

New York 70 11.8 

Total 593 100.0 

Table 1A 

What Seminary Did the Senior Pastor Attend? 
Question #1 

 Frequency Percent 

Western Theological Seminary 283 47.7% 

New Brunswick Theological Seminary 122 20.6 

Other 194 32.7 

Did not indicate a seminary 23 3.9 

Table 2A 

Respondents could choose more than one answer, so percentages exceed 100.0%.   
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What is the Average Total Attendance at the Sunday  
Morning Service(s)? 

Question #5 

 Frequency Percent 

0-50 78 13.2% 

51-100 146 24.7 

101-200 176 29.8 

201-300 80 13.5 

301-500 66 11.2 

Above 500 45 7.6 

Total 591 100.0 

Table 4A 

Starting Time of Sunday Morning Service(s) 
Question #4 

 Frequency Percent 

8:00-8:59 65 11.0% 

9:00-9:59 253 42.7 

10:00-10:59 271 45.7 

11:00-12:00 120 20.2 

Table 3A 

Respondents could choose more than one answer, so percentages exceed 100.0%.   
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Number of Sunday Services 
Question #3a 

 Frequency Percent 

One 349 59.0% 

Two 195 32.9 

Three or more 48 8.1 

Total 592 100.0 

Table 5A 

Congregations With Services on Other Days 
Question #3b 

 Frequency Percent 

      One service 76 78.4 

      Two services 9 9.3 

      Three or more services 12 12.4 

Total 97 100.0 

Total congregations 593 100.0% 

Congregations with services 
on other days 97 16.4 

Table 6A 
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Cross-tabulation: Sunday and Weekday Church Services 
Church Attendance and Number of Services 

 
 

0-50 
(n=78) 

 
51-100 
(n=146) 

 
101-200 
(n=176) 

 
201-300 
(n=80) 

 
301-500 
(n=66) 

Sunday Service  
One 76/96.2% 123/84.2% 112/64.0% 22/27.5% 14/21.2% 

Sunday Service  
More Than One 3/3.8 23/15.8 63/36.0 58/72.5 52/78.8 

Weekday Service 
One 9/11.5 21/14.4 24/13.6 7/8.8 7/10.6 

Weekday Service 
More Than One 4/5.1 6/4.1 6/3.4 2/2.5 2/3.0 

More 
Than 500 

(n=45) 

3/6.7% 

42/93.3 

8/17.8 

1/2.2 

Table 7A 
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Does Your Congregation Use Sing, A New Creation? 
Question #7 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 94 16.0% 

No 492 84.0 

Total 586 100.0 

Table 8A 

Other Names of Hymnbooks Used By Congregations 
Question #6 

 Frequency Percent 
N=593 

The Hymnal for Praise and Celebration 96 16.2% 

The Hymnbook 41 6.9 

The Worshipping Church 37 6.2 

Hymns for Family of God 29 4.9 

Hymns, Psalms and Spiritual Songs 25 4.2 

Sing Joyfully 21 3.5 

Praise! Our Songs and Hymns 18 3.0 

Rejoice in the Lord 16 2.7 

Hymns for the Living Church 16 2.7 

Hymnbooks in a Language other than English 11 1.9 

Other 70 11.8 

The Celebration Hymnal 52 8.7 

Table 9A 

Note: respondents could indicate more than one hymnal, and many did not indicate 
any hymnal. 
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Are Hymns/Songs/Other Worship Material Projected on a Front Screen? 
Question #8 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 295 49.7% 

No 298 50.3 

Total 593 100.0 

Table 10A 

Does Your Congregation Subscribe to a Copyright Licensing  
Organization? 

Question #9 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 478 81.0% 

No 112 19.0 

Total 590 100.0 

Table 11A 

Is the Music Director Paid? 
Question #11 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 362 63.4% 

No 209 36.6 

Total 571 100.0 

Table 12A 

Do You Include Praise Choruses in Your Service? 
Question #13 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 474 80.3% 

No 116 19.7 

Total 590 100.0 

Table 13A 
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Cross-tabulation: Church Music Questions  
By Church Attendance  

 Question #7 

 
Does Your Congregation: 

 
0-50 

 
51-100 

 
101-200 

 
201-300 

 
301-500 

 
More 

than 500 
Use a screen to project  
worship material 11/14.1% 49/33.6% 85/48.3% 53/66.3% 52/78.8% 43/95.6% 

Subscribe to a copyright 
licensing organization 40/51.9 106/73.1 150/85.2 76/96.2 59/89.4 45/100.0 

Pay the music director 32/45.7 84/60.4 103/60.6 54/67.5 44/67.7 43/95.6 

Include praise choruses 
in your service 50/65.8 108/74.0 139/79.4 71/88.8 59/89.4 45/100.0 

Table 14A 
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How Many Choirs Does Your Congregation Have? 
Question #10 

 Frequency Percent 

One 245 41.3% 

Two 132 22.3 

Three 72 12.1 

Four or more 47 7.9 

Total 593 100.0 

Indicated zero or left blank 97 16.4 

Table 15A 

What is the Primary Instrument(s) That Accompanies  
Congregational Singing? 

Question #12 

 Frequency Percent 

Organ 422 71.2% 

Piano 258 43.5 

Praise band 206 34.7 

Other 52 8.8 

Table 16A 

Respondents chose more than one answer, so percentages exceed 100.0%.   

What is Primary Instrument(s) That Accompanies Singing? - 
Number of Different Instruments Indicated 

 Frequency Percent 

One Instrument 348 58.7% 

Two Instruments 155 26.1 

Three Instruments 80 13.5 

Four Instruments 10 1.7 

Table 16A1 
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What is the Length of a Normal Sunday Morning Service? 
Question #25 

 Frequency Percent 

60 minutes or less 165 27.8% 

61-75 minutes 402 67.8 

More than 75 minutes 31 5.2 

Table 17A 

Five respondents chose two answers, so percentages equal 100.8%.   

What is the Length of a Typical Sermon? 
Question #26 

 Frequency Percent 

10-15 minutes 56 9.5% 

15-20 minutes 185 31.4 

20-25 minutes 182 30.8 

25-30 minutes 136 23.1 

More than 30 minutes 31 5.3 

Total 590 100.0 

Table 18A 

Do You Use the Following in Sunday Worship? 
Question #27 

 Frequency Percent* 

Apostles Creed 499 87.7% 

Nicene Creed 178 44.3 

Other Creeds 82 27.9 

Left all three creeds blank 22 3.7 

Table 19A 
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Do You Use a Lectionary? 
Question #36a 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 289 49.3% 

No 297 50.7 

Total 586 100.0 

Table 20A 

If So, How Often? 
Question #36b 

 Frequency Percent 

All of the year 142 49.1% 

Part of the year 145 50.2 

Did not answer question 2 0.7 

Total 289 100.0 

Table 21A 
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Which Version of the Bible Do You Use for Scripture Reading in 
Morning Worship? 

Question #38 

 Frequency Percent 

Revised Standard Version 53 8.9% 

New Revised Standard Version 148 25.0 

New International Version 369 62.2 

Other 70 11.8 

Table 23A 

Respondents could choose more than one answer, so percentages exceed 100.0%.   

How Many Scripture Lessons Are Read in Morning Worship? 
Question #37 

 Frequency Percent 

One 333 56.2% 

Two 221 37.3 

Three 85 14.3 

Did not answer question 14 2.4 

Table 22A 

Respondents could choose more than one answer, so percentages exceed 100%.   

Are Bibles Provided in the Pew Racks? 
Question #39 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 538 91.2% 

No 52 8.8 

Total 590 100.0 

Table 24A 
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Does the Church Have a Worship Committee? 
Question #31 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 452 76.5% 

No 139 23.5 

Total 591 100.0 

Table 25A 

Are Prayers Generally Written by the Pastor,  
Extemporaneous, or From Another Source? 

Question #33 

 Frequency Percent 

Pastor 225 37.9% 

Extemporaneous 433 73.0 

From another source 108 18.2 

No answer 11 1.9 

Table 27A 

Respondents could choose more than one answer, so percentages exceed 100.0%.   

Who Normally Plans Worship? 
Question #32 

 Frequency Percent 

Pastor(s) 541 91.2% 

Non-pastoral staff 144 24.3 

Worship committee 169 28.5 

No answer 2 0.3 

Table 26A 

Respondents could choose more than one answer, so percentages exceed 100.0%.   
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Do Lay People and/or Elders and Deacons Participate in 
Leading Worship? 

Question #15 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 495 83.5% 

No 98 16.5 

Total 593 100.0 

Table 29A 

Do You Follow the Basic Structure of RCA Worship 
(Approach, Word, Response)? 

Question #14 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 499 84.7% 

No 90 15.3 

Total 589 100.0% 

Table 28A 
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Is the Entire Service Conducted From the Pulpit? 
Question #16 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 157 26.5% 

No 435 73.5 

Total 592 100.0 

Table 30A 

If Not, What Other Places in the Sanctuary Are Used? 
Question #17 

 Frequency Percent 
(N=592) 

Lectern 144 24.3% 

Font 126 21.2 

Table 207 42.1 

Other 276 46.6 

Table 31A 

Respondents could choose more than one answer, so percentages exceed 100.0%.   
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How Many Times is the Lord’s Supper Celebrated Each Year? 
Question #18 

 Frequency Percent 

Four 44 7.4% 

Five 60 10.1 

Six 118 19.9 

Seven 42 7.1 

Eight 49 8.3 

Nine 13 2.2 

Ten 28 4.7 

Eleven 3 0.5 

Twelve 92 15.5 

More than twelve 143 24.2 

Total 592 100.0 

Mean Score (Used 16 for “More than twelve”)  = 9.6 

Table 32A 

Do You Use an RCA Approved Liturgy for the Lord’s Supper? 
Question #19 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 501 85.2% 

No 87 14.8 

Total 588 100.0 

Table 33A 
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Is There is a Children’s Sermon in the Sunday Morning Service? 
Question #23 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 419 70.9% 

No 172 29.1 

Total 591 100.0 

Table 35A 

Are Children Present For All, Part, or None of the Service? 
Question #24 

 Frequency Percent 

All 180 30.6% 

Part 383 65.0 

None 26 4.4 

Total 589 100.0 

Table 36A 

Are Young Children Welcome at the Lord’s Table? 
Question # 20 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 317 55.1% 

No 258 44.9 

Total 575 100.0 

Table 34A 
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Does the Minister Wear a Robe When Leading Worship? 
Question #28 

 Frequency Percent 

Always 169 28.5% 

Sometimes 167 28.2 

Never 256 43.2 

Total 592 100.0 

Table 37A 

Does Your Church Use Paraments on the Pulpit and/or Table? 
Question #29a 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 405 68.5% 

No 186 31.5 

Total 591 100.0 

Table 38A 

If So, Are the Colors Changed According to the Church Year? 
Question #29b 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 375 92.6% 

No 25 6.2 

Did not answer this follow-up question 5 1.2 

Total 405 100.0 

Table 39A 

Are There Banners in Your Sanctuary? 
Question #30 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 435 73.5% 

No 157 26.5 

Total 592 100.0 

Table 40A 
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Is an RCA Approved Liturgy Used for Baptism? 
Question #22 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 534 91.1% 

No 52 8.9 

Total 586 100.0 

Table 42A 

How are People Baptized? 
Question #21 

 Frequency Percent 

Sprinkling 533 89.9% 

Pouring 82 13.8 

Immersion 103 17.4 

No answer 3 0.5 

Table 41A 

Respondents could choose more than one answer, so percentages exceed 100.0%.   
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If So, is it Helpful? 
Question #40b 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 280 94.3 

No 6 2.0 

Did not answer question 11 3.7 

Total 297 100.0 

Table 44A 

Do You Use the Advent and/or Lenten  
Worship Resource Packet? 

Question #40a 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 297 50.9% 

No 287 49.1 

Total 584 100.0 

Table 43A 
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Which of the Following Liturgical Seasons Do You Observe? 
Question #34 

 Frequency Percent 

Advent 574 96.8% 

Christmas 551 92.9 

Easter 549 92.6 

Lent 536 90.4 

Pentecost 301 50.8 

Epiphany 266 44.9 

Table 45A 

Which of the Following Liturgical Days Do You Observe? 
Question #35 

 Frequency Percent 

Easter 588 99.2 

Christmas 574 96.8 

Palm Sunday 569 96.0 

Maundy Thursday 488 82.3 

Pentecost 433 73.0 

Good Friday 384 64.8 

Ash Wednesday 297 50.1 

Epiphany 199 33.6 

Ascension 169 28.5 

Transfiguration 160 27.0 

Christ the King Sunday 147 24.8 

Trinity Sunday 145 24.5 

All Saints 138 23.3 

Baptism of our Lord 135 22.8 

Table 46A 



2004 WORSHIP SURVEY SYNOD DIFFERENCES

Seminary of Pastor

The three east coast synods had the highest levels of pastors indicating that they

attended New Brunswick Theological Seminary (Mid-Atlantics—55.0%,

Albany—44.9%, and New York—41.4%; Table 1B).  This is in contrast to all

other synods, except Canada, where more pastors attended Western Theological

Seminary (Great Lakes—74.0%, Heartland—61.0%, Mid-America – 59.7%, Far

West—52.0%).  Canada had the highest percentage in the “other” seminary

category (76.2%).

Worship Times, Church Attendance, and Days and Number of Services

Sunday services were more likely to be held from 9:00AM to 10:00AM in Mid-

America (66.7%), Heartland (65.0%), and Great Lakes (54.2%; Table 2B). In the

remaining five synods most respondents indicated that 10:00AM to 11:00AM was

the most frequent time for Sunday worship service (Canada—95.2 %, Mid-

Atlantics—62.5%, Albany—59.4%, New York—55.7%, and Far West—54.0%).

Four synods had congregations with an average total Sunday morning

attendance of more than 500 (Far West—16.0%, Great Lakes—14.5%,

Heartland—12.1%, and Mid-America—8.3%; Table 3B).  Albany (60.9%),

Canada (57.1%), Mid-Atlantics (60.0%) and New York (63.7%) had a majority of

churches with an average attendance of 100 or less.



The synods with less average total attendance were more likely to have only one

Sunday service (Albany – 85.5%, Mid-Atlantics – 81.3%, New York – 72.9%, and

Canada – 71.4%; Table 4B).  This was somewhat higher when compared to the

four synods with higher levels of attendance (only one service on Sunday: Far

West—50.0%, Mid America—48.6%, Great Lakes—46.9%, and

Heartland—38.0%), where respondents indicated more frequently that two or

more services were provided each Sunday.

Churches in the Mid-Atlantics Synod were more likely to have services on days

other than Sunday (25.0%) while churches in the Heartland Synod were least

likely (11.2%; Table 5B).  Mid-Atlantics also had the highest number of

congregations with three or more services on days other than Sunday.

Church Music

About one-fourth of Albany (26.1%) and New York Synod (24.3%) respondents

reported using Sing, A New Creation (Table 6B) and 22.1% of the Mid-Atlantic

Synod churches used it.   There were lower use rates for all other synods down

to the Far West Synod where only one respondent (2.0%) indicating that Sing, A

New Creation was used.

Around two-thirds or more of respondents in each of five synods reported that

hymns/songs/other worship material was projected on a front screen (Far

West—80.0%, Canada—71.4%, Great Lakes—68.7%, Mid-America—68.1%,

and Heartland—66.0%; Table 7B). The east coast synods, New York (21.4%),



Mid-Atlantics (17.5%), and Albany (8.7%), used a front screen at much lower

levels.  With regard to subscribing to a copyright licensing organization (Table

8B), Albany (66.7%), Mid-Atlantics (66.3%), and New York (49.3%) also showed

lower use than Far West (98.0%), Great Lakes (95.4%), Canada (95.2%), Mid-

America (91.7%), and Heartland (87.0%).

Churches from the Mid-Atlantics (88.6%) and New York (85.3%) synods were the

most likely to have paid music directors (Table 9B).  Canada (22.2%) and

Heartland (31.6%) were the least likely to have paid church music directors.

According to respondents, more than 90% of congregations in each of five

synods included praise choruses in worship services (Table 10B).  The five

synods were Canada (100.0%), Mid-America (95.8%), Far West (94.0%), Great

Lakes (92.3%), and Heartland (90.0%). In comparison, the three east coast

synod congregations used praise choruses less (Albany—61.8%, New

York—61.4%, and Mid-Atlantics—53.2%).

Of those churches who indicated they had a choir, five synods had more than

half with two or more choirs (Table 11B; shaded cells): Great Lakes (60.4%),

Heartland (57.5%), Mid-Atlantics (52.7%), New York (52.3%), and Mid-America

(50.9%).  Churches in the Far West, Albany, and Canada were more likely to

have one choir (66.7%, 65.6%, and 63.6% respectively).



Although respondents could choose more than one instrument (Table 12B),

respondents from the three east coast three synods predominately cited the

organ as the primary instrument used to accompany congregational singing as

opposed to praise bands (Albany—91.3% vs. 8.7%, Mid-Atlantics— 88.8% vs.

7.5%, and New York—78.6% vs. 7.1%).  The Far West respondents indicated

they were less likely to have an organ than a praise band (44.0% vs. 68.0%) and

in the Great Lakes Synod three primary instruments for musical accompaniment

were indicated by more than half of the respondents: organ (61.8%), piano

(56.5%) and praise band (58.0%).

Characteristics of the Worship Service

In each synod, a majority of the respondents reported that their church held

Sunday morning services that were 61-75 minutes in length (Table 13B).

Compared to other synods, the east coast was more likely to have the shortest

Sunday services (60 minutes or less; Mid-Atlantics—42.5%, Albany—37.7%, and

New York—37.1%).  The longest services were more likely to be in Canada

(23.8%) and the Far West (14.0%).

The three east coast synods also had the shortest sermons when compared to

the other synods (Table 14B).  A majority of respondents from these synods

indicated that sermons were either 10 to 15 minutes or 15 to 20 minutes long

(Albany—73.9%, Mid-Atlantics—67.1%, and New York—64.2%).  Approximately

one-fourth of Canada (23.8%) and 16.0% of Far West respondents indicated that

sermons were over 30 minutes.



More than seventy percent of respondents in each synod reported using the

Apostle’s Creed in Sunday worship (Table 15B), while Nicene Creed use ranged

from 10.0% to 44.3%, and the use of other creeds ranged from 2.0% to 25.0%.

Albany (91.3%) and the Mid-Atlantics (90.0%) had the highest use of the

Apostles Creed. The Nicene Creed was used most in the east coast synods:

New York (44.3%), the Mid-Atlantics (40.0%) and Albany (39.1%). Other creeds

were more likely to be used in Mid-Atlantics churches (25.0%). The complete list

of “other” creeds indicated by respondents is in Appendix D at the back of this

report.

More congregations in the east coast synods, New York (80.0%), Albany

(75.0%), and Mid-Atlantics (73.4%), used a lectionary than in the other synods.

Lectionary use in the other synods ranged from 23.8% to 40.3%, with the lowest

use in Canada (23.8%) and in the Far West Synod (24.0%).

A majority of respondents in all synods reported that one or two scripture lessons

were read in morning worship (Table 17B).  Two-thirds or more of congregations

in Heartland (74.0%), Great Lakes (71.0%), Far West (70.0%), and Mid-America

(68.1%) synods read one scripture lesson.

By synod, the versions of the Bible most often used for scripture readings were

the New International Version (Mid-America—87.5%, Heartland—82.0%,



Canada—81.0%, Great Lakes—79.4%, and Far West—68.0%,), and the New

Revised Standard Version (New York—55.7%, Mid-Atlantics—45.0%, and

Albany—40.6%; Table 18B).  More than three-fourths of congregations in each

synod indicated that they provide Bibles in the pew racks (Table 19B).

More than 80% of the churches in Mid-America (87.5%), Mid-Atlantics (86.3%),

Albany (82.4%), and Great Lakes (81.7 %), had a worship committee according

to respondents (Table 20B).  These were higher than in Heartland (70.0%), New

York (67.1%), Far West (60.0%), and Canada (50.0%). In some congregations,

the worship committee participated in worship planning (Table 21B).  However,

more than 80% in seven synods reported that it was the pastor who planned

worship.  Canada was the only exception with only 66.7% indicating that it was

the pastor who planned worship.

Extemporaneous prayers were used more often than prayers written by the

pastor or prayers from another source (Table 22B).  Over three quarters of the

respondents in each of five synods indicated that prayers were generally

extemporaneous (Mid-America—84.7%, Far West—82.0%, Canada—81.0%,

Heartland—80.0%, and Great Lakes—77.1%).  Respondents from New York

Albany, and Mid-Atlantics synods reported extemporaneous prayers in worship

less frequently, but percentages in these cases were still over 50.0% (64.3%,

63.8%, and 55.0% respectively).



About 75% to 90% of respondents in all synods have lay people and/or elders

and deacons who participate in leading worship (Table 23B). Most respondents

from all synods indicated that they followed the basic structure of RCA worship

(Table 24B), but those who were less likely to do so were from the Heartland

(76.5% did follow basic structure), the Far West (76.0%), or Canada (75.0%).

A survey question asked respondents if the entire service was conducted from

the pulpit (Table 25B) and in each synod more than half of the respondents

indicated that this was not the case.  However, differences among synods were

evident ranging from Canada Synod (55.0%) to Great Lakes Synod (84.7%).

New York had the highest mean score for number of times the Lord’s Supper

was celebrated each year (13.1; Table 26B).  The next highest mean scores

were for the other two east coast synods, Mid-Atlantics (11.7) and Albany (11.6).

On average, the Lord’s Supper was celebrated the least number of times each

year in Heartland Synod (7.2) and in Canada (7.3).   With the exception of Far

West (62.0%), a large majority (greater than 80.0%) of respondents indicated

that an RCA approved liturgy was used for the Lord’s Supper (Table 27B).  In two

synods (Albany and Mid-Atlantics) percentages were higher than 90.0% (92.8%

and 93.6% respectively).



Children in the Worship Service

According to respondents, young children were welcome at the Lord’s Table

(Table 28B) for more then half of the congregations in Albany (79.4%), New York

(72.5%), the Far West (67.3%), the Mid-Atlantics (62.0%), and the Great Lakes

(56.1%).  The remaining three synods welcome young children less frequently

(Canada—35.0%, Heartland—33.3%, and Mid-America—32.4%).  A children’s

sermon would most likely be heard in the three east coast synods (Table 29B):

Albany (91.3%), New York (87.1%), and Mid-Atlantics (82.3%), and least likely in

the Far West (58.0% have a children’s sermon), Mid-America (57.7%) and Great

Lakes (54.2%).

Few congregations indicated that children were not present at all for the worship

service (Table 30B).  Just over half of the respondents from Heartland Synod

(51.0%) reported that children were present for the entire service and more than

forty percent reported that from Albany (40.6%) and Mid-America (42.3).  For the

remaining synods, most congregations had children present for part of the

service (Great Lakes—80.8%, Canada—76.2%, Far West—75.5%, Mid-

Atlantics—72.2%, and New York—65.7%).

Vestments, Paraments, and Church Banners

Respondents from the three east coast synods reported that more than half of

the ministers always wore robes (Table 31B; New York—65.7%, Mid-



Atlantics—62.5%, and Albany—58.0%).  This is in contrast to the remaining five

synods where very few ministers always wear robes: Great Lakes—13.8%, Mid-

America—8.3%, Far West—6.0%, Heartland—5.0%, and Canada—4.8%.  These

same five synods had the highest numbers of ministers that never wear robes,

ranging from 59.2% to 71.4%. All synods had similar percentages for the

“sometimes” category.

The three synods with the highest percentages of ministers that used robes

always also had the highest use of paraments on the pulpit and/or table (Table

32B).   More than eight out of ten churches in Mid-Atlantics (95.0%), New York

(91.4%), and Albany (88.4%) used paraments compared to the other synods

where percentages ranged from 69.0% in Heartland synod to 28.6% in Canada

synod.  In all synods, a large majority of those indicating that they used

paraments also reported that colors were changed according to the church year

(range 83.3% to 96.7%).

Banners in the sanctuary (Table 33B) were used by about sixty percent of the

churches in Albany (59.4%), Mid-Atlantics (60.0%) and New York (64.3%), and

more than 70.0% in Far West (72.0%) and Mid-America (76.1%).  The three

synods with the highest banner use in the sanctuary were Canada (81.0%),

Great Lakes (84.0%) and Heartland (84.0%).



Baptism and Liturgical Observations

People were mainly baptized by sprinkling in each of the synods (range 81.2% to

95.8%; Table 34B).  Pouring was used in small numbers, ranging from 9.2% in

Great Lakes to 21.7% in Albany, and immersion ranged from 5.0% in Mid-

Atlantics to 46.0% in the Far West.3  Nearly all congregations in Mid-Atlantics

(98.7%), Albany (97.1%), and New York (95.7%) used an RCA approved liturgy

for baptism (Table 35B).  The use of an RCA approved liturgy was lowest in

Canada (81.0%) and Far West (73.5%).

When asked if they used Advent and/or Lenten worship resource packets, the

synods were divided by those with more than half of congregations using the

packets (Albany—67.2%, Canada—66.7%, Mid-Atlantics—64.6%, and New

York—52.2%) and those synods with less than half using them (Mid-

America—46.5%, Great Lakes—45.7%, Heartland—40.8%, and Far

West—38.0%).  Most often, if the materials were used they were found to be

helpful (range 87.5% to 100.0%).

The season of Advent is celebrated by 94.0% or more churches from each synod

(Table 37B).  Similarly, large majorities of congregations in each synod celebrate

Christmas, Easter, and Lent. Honoring Pentecost and Epiphany was less

common. Pentecost and Epiphany were observed heavily in the three east coast

synods: New York (90.0% and 81.4%), Albany (94.1% and 73.9%), and the Mid-

Atlantics (86.3% and 68.8%).  Pentecost was observed by 38.0% to 66.7% of the
                                                  
3 Respondents could choose more than one answer.



other synods, and Epiphany by 14.0% to 36.6%. The Far West had the lowest

observation rates for each of the seasons except for Lent, where Canada was

the lowest.

The survey also asked about the observance of fourteen liturgical days.

Christmas (93.1% to 100.0%), Easter (94.0% to 100.0%) and Palm Sunday

(93.1% to 100.0% with one synod at 84.0%) had very high observation rates by

all synods. Pentecost and Good Friday had the next smallest ranges but at

overall lower rates: Pentecost observation ranged from 56.0% to 88.4% and

Good Friday observation was from 45.8% to 81.0%. Except for one at 19.0%

(Canada), Maundy Thursday observation rates went from 64.0% to 91.3%. The

observation rates of the remaining eight liturgical days range greatly among the

synods with the Far West being the lowest or second lowest in seven of them

and Canada being the lowest in four of them.
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What Seminary Did the Senior Pastor Attend? 
 By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Western 
Theological 

New Brunswick 
Theological Other Did Not Indicate 

a Seminary 
Total 

Frequency 
N=593 

Albany 18/26.1% 31/44.9% 19/27.5% 3/4.3% 69 

Canada 4/19.0 0/0.0 16/76.2 2/9.5 21 

Far West 26/52.0 3/6.0 21/42.0 1/2.0 50 

Great Lakes 97/74.0 7/5.3 28/21.4 4/3.1 131 

Heartland 61/61.0 6/6.0 36/36.0 3/3.0 100 

Mid-America 43/59.7 2/2.8 25/34.7 5/6.9 72 

Mid-Atlantics 20/25.0 44/55.0 20/25.0 1/1.3 80 

New York 14/20.0 29/41.4 29/41.4 4/5.7 70 

Table 1B 

Note: Synod percentages for each category are calculated from the synod total frequency.  
Respondents could choose more than one answer so total percentages by row can exceed 100%. 
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Starting Time of Sunday Morning Service(s) 
 By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 8:00-8:59 9:00-9:59 10:00-11:59 11:00-12:00 Total 
Frequency 

Albany 2/2.9% 19/27.5% 41/59.4% 14/20.3% 69 

Canada 0/0.0 1/4.8 20/95.2 2/9.5 21 

Far West 14/28.0 17/34.0 27/54.0 10/20.0 50 

Great Lakes 22/16.8 71/54.2 45/34.4 32/24.4 131 

Heartland 13/13.0 65/65.0 31/31.0 9/9.0 100 

Mid-America 5/6.9 48/66.7 18/25.0 14/19.4 72 

Mid-Atlantics 3/3.8 21/26.3 50/62.5 18/22.5 80 

New York 6/8.6 11/15.7 39/55.7 21/30.0 70 

Table 2B 

Note: Synod percentages for each category are calculated from the synod total frequency.  
Respondents could choose more than one answer so total percentages by row can exceed 100%. 
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Average Total Attendance at Sunday Morning Service(s)  
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 0-50 51-100 101-200 201-300 301-500 Over 500 

Albany 18/26.1% 24/34.8% 22/31.9% 5/7.2% 0/0.0% 0/0.0% 

Canada 5/23.8 7/33.3 5/23.8 2/9.5 2/9.5 0/0.0 

Far West 3/6.0 11/22.0 14/28.0 9/18.0 5/10.0 8/16.0 

Great Lakes 7/5.3 13/9.9 39/29.8 28/21.4 25/19.1 19/14.5 

Heartland 4/4.0 18/18.2 33/33.3 15/15.2 17/17.2 12/12.1 

Mid-America 6/8.3 16/22.2 19/26.4 12/16.7 13/18.1 6/8.3 

Mid-Atlantics 18/22.5 30/37.5 24/30.0 7/8.8 1/1.3 0/0.0 

New York 17/24.6 27/39.1 20/29.0 2/2.9 3/4.3 0/0.0 

Total 

69/100.0% 

21/100.0 

50/100.0 

131/100.0 

99/100.0 

72/100.0 

80/100.0 

69/100.0 

Table 3B 
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Number of Sunday Services  
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 1 2 3 or more 

Albany 59/85.5% 9/13.0% 1/1.4% 

Canada 15/71.4 5/23.8 1/4.8 

Far West 25/50.0 15/30.0 10/20.0 

Great Lakes 61/46.9 49/37.7 20/15.4 

Heartland 38/38.0 55/55.0 7/7.0 

Mid-America 35/48.6 34/47.2 3/4.2 

Mid-Atlantics 65/81.3 13/16.3 2/2.5 

New York 51/72.9 15/21.4 4/5.7 

Total 

69/100.0% 

21/100.0 

50/100.0 

130/100.0 

100/100.0 

72/100.0 

80/100.0 

70/100.0 

Table 4B 
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Congregations With Services on Other Days  
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 1 2 3 or more 

Albany 10/100.0% 0/0.0% 0/0.0% 

Canada 2/66.7 0/0.0 1/33.3 

Far West 6/75.0 2/25.0 0/0.0 

Great Lakes 17/89.5 0/0.0 2/10.5 

Heartland 11/91.7 0/0.0 1/8.3 

Mid-America 12/92.3 1/7.7 0/0.0 

Mid-Atlantics 9/50.0 3/16.7 6/33.3 

New York 9/64.3 3/21.4 2/14.3 

Total 

10/100.0% 

3/100.0 

8/100.0 

19/100.0 

12/100.0 

13/100.0 

18/100.0 

14/100.0 

Services on 
other days 

10/14.5% 

3/14.3 

8/16.0 

17/13.0 

11/11.0 

14/19.4 

20/25.0 

13/18.6 

Total 
Congregations 

69/100.0% 

21/100.0 

50/100.0 

131/100.0 

100/100.0 

72/100.0 

80/100.0 

70/100.0 

Table 5B 



55 

Does Your Congregation Use Sing, A New Creation? 
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Yes No Total 

Albany 18/26.1% 51/73.9% 69/100.0% 

Canada 4/19.0 17/81.0 21/100.0 

Far West 1/2.0 49/98.0 50/100.0 

Great Lakes 22/17.2 106/82.8 128/100.0 

Heartland 9/9.1 90/90.9 99/100.0 

Mid-America 6/8.3 66/91.7 72/100.0 

Mid-Atlantics 17/22.1 60/77.9 77/100.0 

New York 17/24.3 53/75.7 70/100.0 

Table 6B 
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Are Hymns/Songs/Other Worship Material Projected on a Front Screen? 
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Yes No Total 

Albany 6/8.7% 63/91.3% 69/100.0% 

Canada 15/71.4 6/28.6 21/100.0 

Far West 40/80.0 10/20.0 50/100.0 

Great Lakes 90/68.7 41/31.3 131/100.0 

Heartland 66/66.0 34/34.0 100/100.0 

Mid-America 49/68.1 23/31.9 72/100.0 

Mid-Atlantics 14/17.5 66/82.5 80/100.0 

New York 15/21.4 55/78.6 70/100.0 

Table 7B 
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Does Your Congregation Subscribe to a Copyright Licensing Organization? 
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Yes No Total 

Albany 46/66.7% 23/33.3% 69/100.0% 

Canada 20/95.2 1/4.8 21/100.0 

Far West 48/98.0 1/2.0 49/100.0 

Great Lakes 124/95.4 6/4.6 130/100.0 

Heartland 87/87.0 13/13.0 100/100.0 

Mid-America 66/91.7 6/8.3 72/100.0 

Mid-Atlantics 53/66.3 27/33.8 80/100.0 

New York 34/49.3 35/50.7 69/100.0 

Table 8B 



58 

Is the Music Director Paid? 
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Yes No Total 

Albany 45/66.2% 23/33.8% 68/100.0% 

Canada 4/22.2 14/77.8 18/100.0 

Far West 32/69.6 14/30.4 46/100.0 

Great Lakes 83/66.4 42/33.6 125/100.0 

Heartland 31/31.6 67/68.4 98/100.0 

Mid-America 39/56.5 30/43.5 69/100.0 

Mid-Atlantics 70/88.6 9/11.4 79/100.0 

New York 58/85.3 10/14.7 68/100.0 

Table 9B 



59 

Do You Include Praise Choruses in Your Service? 
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Yes No Total 

Albany 42/61.8% 26/38.2 68/100.0% 

Canada 21/100.0 0/0.0 21/100.0 

Far West 47/94.0 3/6.0 50/100.0 

Great Lakes 120/92.3 10/7.7 130/100.0 

Heartland 90/90.0 10/10.0 100/100.0 

Mid-America 69/95.8 3/4.2 72/100.0 

Mid-Atlantics 42/53.2 37/46.8 79/100.0 

New York 43/61.4 27/38.6 70/100.0 

Table 10B 
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How Many Choirs Does Your Congregation Have? 
 By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 1 2 3 4 or more 

Albany 42/65.6% 14/21.9% 5/7.8% 3/4.7% 

Canada 7/63.6 2/18.2 0/0.0 2/18.2 

Far West 26/66.7 7/17.9 6/15.4 0/0.0 

Great Lakes 42/39.6 32/30.2 18/17.0 14/13.2 

Heartland 34/42.5 19/23.8 18/22.5 9/11.3 

Mid-America 28/49.1 16/28.1 8/14.0 5/8.8 

Mid-Atlantics 35/47.3 19/25.7 10/13.5 10/13.5 

New York 31/47.7 23/35.4 7/10.8 4/6.2 

Total  

64/100.0% 

11/100.0 

39/100.0 

106/100.0 

80/100.0 

57/100.0 

74/100.0 

65/100.0 

2 or more 
choirs 

% of All 

22/31.9% 

4/19.0 

13/26.0 

64/48.9 

46/46.0 

29/40.2 

39/48.9 

34/48.6 

Total  
Congregations 

69/100.0% 

21/100.0 

50/100.0 

131/100.0 

100/100.0 

72/100.0 

80/100.0 

70/100.0 

Total as  
Percent of All 

Congregations 

64/92.8% 

11/52.4 

39/78.0 

106/80.9 

80/80.0 

57/79.2 

74/92.5 

65/92.9 

Table 11B 

97 Congregations either indicated zero for this question or left it blank. 
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What is the Primary Instrument(s) That Accompanies Congregational Singing? 
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Organ Piano Praise Band Other 

Albany 63/91.3% 17/24.6% 6/8.7% 6/8.7% 

Canada 10/47.6 10/47.6 8/38.1 1/4.8 

Far West 22/44.0 21/42.0 34/68.0 2/4.0 

Great Lakes 81/61.8 74/56.5 76/58.0 13/9.9 

Heartland 68/68.0 36/36.0 43/43.0 9/9.0 

Mid-America 52/72.2 36/50.0 28/38.9 10/13.9 

Mid-Atlantics 71/88.8 32/40.0 6/7.5 5/6.3 

New York 55/78.6 32/45.7 5/7.1 6/8.6 

Total  
Frequency 

69 

21 

50 

131 

100 

72 

80 

70 

Table 12B 

Note: Synod percentages for each category are calculated from the synod total frequency.  
Respondents could choose more than one answer so total percentages by row can exceed 100%. 



62 

What is the Length of a Normal Sunday Morning Service  
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 60 minutes or 
less 61-75 minutes More than 75 

minutes 
Total  

Frequency 

Albany 26/37.7% 44/63.8% 0/0.0% 69 

Canada 1/4.8 15/71.4 5/23.8 21 

Far West 9/18.0 34/68.0 7/14.0 50 

Great Lakes 24/18.3 105/80.2 4/3.1 131 

Heartland 30/30.0 70/70.0 2/2.0 100 

Mid-America 15/20.8 53/73.6 4/5.6 72 

Mid-Atlantics 34/42.5 44/55.0 2/2.5 80 

New York 26/37.1 37/52.9 7/10.0 70 

Table 13B 

Note: Synod percentages for each category are calculated from the synod total frequency.  
Five respondents chose more than one answer so total percentages by row can exceed 100%. 



63 

What is the Length of A Typical Sermon  
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 10-15  
minutes 

15-20  
minutes 

20-25  
minutes 

Albany 14/20.3% 37/53.6% 11/15.9% 

Canada 0/0.0 3/14.3 7/33.3 

Far West 1/2.0 5/10.0 14/28.0 

Great Lakes 4/3.1 41/31.5 45/34.6 

Heartland 1/1.0 24/24.0 47/47.0 

Mid-America 1/1.4 12/16.9 30/42.3 

Mid-Atlantics 16/20.3 37/46.8 14/17.7 

New York 19/27.1 26/37.1 14/20.0 

25-30  
minutes 

Over 30 
minutes Total 

6/8.7% 1/1.4% 69/100.0% 

6/28.6 5/23.8 21/100.0 

22/44.0 8/16.0 50/100.0 

34/26.2 6/4.6 130/100.0 

26/26.0 2/2.0 100/100.0 

23/32.4 5/7.0 71/100.0 

10/12.7 2/2.5 79/100.0 

9/12.9 2/2.9 70/100.0 

Table 14B 
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Use of Creeds in Sunday Worship  
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Apostle’s Nicene Other 

Albany 63/91.3% 27/39.1% 11/15.9% 

Canada 15/71.4 5/23.8 2/9.5 

Far West 35/70.0 5/10.0 1/2.0 

Great Lakes 109/83.2 43/32.8 19/14.5 

Heartland 82/82.0 20/20.0 12/12.0 

Mid-America 61/84.7 15/20.8 7/9.7 

Mid-Atlantics 72/90.0 32/40.0 20/25.0 

New York 62/88.6 31/44.3 10/14.3 

Total  
Frequency 

69 

21 

50 

131 

100 

72 

80 

70 

Did Not Indicate 
Using a Creed 

6/8.7% 

6/28.6 

14/28.0 

22/16.8 

18/18.0 

11/15.3 

8/10.0 

7/10.0 

Table 15B 

Note: Synod percentages for each category are calculated from the synod total frequency.  
Respondents could choose more than one answer so total percentages by row can exceed 100%. 
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Do You Use a Lectionary and How Often? 
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 All of the 
Year 

Part of the 
Year 

Did Not Indicate 
All/Part of Year 

Albany 27/52.9% 23/45.1% 1/2.0% 

Canada 1/20.0 4/80.0 0/0.0 

Far West 6/50.0 6/50.0 0/0.0 

Great Lakes 23/44.2 29/55.8 0/0.0 

Heartland 8/26.7 22/73.3 0/0.0 

Mid-America 7/28.0 18/72.0 0/0.0 

Mid-Atlantics 38/65.5 20/34.5 0/0.0 

New York 32/57.1 23/41.1 1/1.8 

Total 

51/100.0% 

5/100.0 

12/100.0 

52/100.0 

30/100.0 

25/100.0 

58/100.0 

56/100.0 

Yes Total 

51/75.0% 68/100.0% 

5/23.8 21/100.0 

12/24.0 50/100.0 

52/40.3 129/100.0 

30/30.9 97/100.0 

25/34.7 72/100.0 

58/73.4 79/100.0 

56/80.0 70/100.0 

Table 16B 
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How Many Scripture Lessons Are Read in Morning Worship? 
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 One Two Three 

Albany 32/46.4% 35/50.7% 16/23.2% 

Canada 7/33.3 11/52.4 3/14.3 

Far West 35/70.0 10/20.0 4/8.0 

Great Lakes 93/71.0 38/29.0 18/13.7 

Heartland 74/74.0 26/26.0 6/6.0 

Mid-America 49/68.1 21/29.2 6/8.3 

Mid-Atlantics 22/27.5 48/60.0 14/17.5 

New York 21/30.0 32/45.7 18/25.7 

Did Not Indicate 
Any Lessons 

1/1.4% 

2/9.5 

1/2.0 

6/4.6 

1/1.0 

1/1.4 

1/1.3 

1/1.4 

Total  
Frequency 

69 

21 

50 

131 

100 

72 

80 

70  

Table 17B 

Note: Synod percentages for each category are calculated from the synod total frequency.  
Respondents could choose more than one answer so total percentages by row can exceed 100%. 



67 

Which Version of the Bible Do You Use for Scripture Reading in Morning Worship? 
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 
Revised  
Standard  
Version 

New Revised  
Standard  
Version 

New  
International 

Version 
Other Total  

Frequency 

Albany 10/14.5% 28/40.6% 24/34.8% 13/18.8% 69 

Canada 2/9.5 0/0.0 17/81.0 2/9.5 21 

Far West 2/4.0 8/16.0 34/68.0 7/14.0 50 

Great Lakes 7/5.3 22/16.8 104/79.4 12/9.2 131 

Heartland 4/4.0 10/10.0 82/82.0 12/12.0 100 

Mid-America 2/2.8 5/6.9 63/87.5 10/13.9 72 

Mid-Atlantics 13/16.3 36/45.0 28/35.0 5/6.3 80 

New York 13/18.6 39/55.7 17/24.3 9/12.9 70  

Table 18B 

Note: Synod percentages for each category are calculated from the synod total frequency.  
Respondents could choose more than one answer so total percentages by row can exceed 100%. 



68 

Are Bibles Provided in the Pew Racks?  
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Yes No Total 

Albany 66/97.1% 2/2.9% 68/100.0% 

Canada 16/76.2 5/23.8 21/100.0 

Far West 38/77.6 11/22.4 49/100.0 

Great Lakes 120/92.3 10/7.7 130/100.0 

Heartland 94/94.0 6/6.0 100/100.0 

Mid-America 66/91.7 6/8.3 72/100.0 

Mid-Atlantics 76/95.0 4/5.0 80/100.0 

New York 62/88.6 8/11.4 70/100.0 

Table 19B 



69 

Does the Church Have a Worship Committee? 
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Yes No Total 

Albany 56/82.4% 12/17.6% 68/100.0% 

Canada 10/50.0 10/50.0 20/100.0 

Far West 30/60.0 20/40.0 50/100.0 

Great Lakes 107/81.7 24/18.3 131/100.0 

Heartland 70/70.0 30/30.0 100/100.0 

Mid-America 63/87.5 9/12.5 72/100.0 

Mid-Atlantics 69/86.3 11/13.8 80/100.0 

New York 47/67.1 23/32.9 70/100.0 

Table 20B 



70 

Who Normally Plans Worship?  
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Pastor(s) Non-Pastoral 
Staff 

Total 
Frequency 

Albany 67/97.1% 12/17.4% 69 

Canada 16/76.2 7/33.3 21 

Far West 42/84.0 20/40.0 50 

Great Lakes 120/91.6 40/30.5 131 

Heartland 84/84.0 22/22.0 100 

Mid-America 65/90.3 19/26.4 72 

Mid-Atlantics 78/97.5 13/16.3 80 

New York 69/98.6 11/15.7 70 

Worship  
Committee 

Did not answer 
the question 

18/26.1% 0/0.0% 

7/33.3 0/0.0 

10/20.0 0/0.0 

42/32.1 0/0.0 

34/34.0 2/2.0 

26/36.1 0/0.0 

19/23.8 0/0.0 

13/18.6 0/0.0 

Table 21B 

Note: Synod percentages for each category are calculated from the synod total frequency.  
Respondents could choose more than one answer so total percentages by row can exceed 100%. 
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Are the Prayers Generally Written by the Pastor, Extemporaneous, or From Another Source  
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Written by  
The Pastor Extemporaneous Another Source 

Albany 39/56.5% 44/63.8% 25/36.2% 

Canada 4/19.0 17/81.0 3/14.3 

Far West 12/24.0 41/82.0 4/8.0 

Great Lakes 39/29.8 101/77.1 16/12.2 

Heartland 30/30.0 80/80.0 8/8.0 

Mid-America 23/31.9 61/84.7 14/19.4 

Mid-Atlantics 42/52.5 44/55.0 18/22.5 

New York 36/51.4 45/64.3 20/28.6 

Did not answer 
the question 

Total  
Frequency 

0/0.0% 69 

1/4.8 21 

1/2.0 50 

3/2.3 131 

0/0.0 100 

0/0.0 72 

4/5.0 80 

2/2.9 70 

Table 22B 

Note: Synod percentages for each category are calculated from the synod total frequency.  
Respondents could choose more than one answer so total percentages by row can exceed 100%. 
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Do Lay People/Deacons/Elders Participate in Leading Worship 
 By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Yes No Total 

Albany 62/89.9% 7/10.1% 68/100.0% 

Canada 18/85.7 3/14.3 21/100.0 

Far West 42/84.0 8/16.0 50/100.0 

Great Lakes 114/87.0 17/13.0 131/100.0 

Heartland 75/75.0 25/25.0 100/100.0 

Mid-America 59/81.9 13/18.1 72/100.0 

Mid-Atlantics 64/80.0 16/20.0 80/100.0 

New York 61/87.1 9/12.9 70/100.0 

Table 23B 



73 

Do You Follow the Basic Structure of RCA Worship  
by Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Yes No Total 

Albany 66/95.7% 3/4.3% 69/100.0% 

Canada 15/75.0 5/25.0 20/100.0 

Far West 38/76.0 12/24.0 50/100.0 

Great Lakes 105/80.2 26/19.8 131/100.0 

Heartland 75/76.5 23/23.5 98/100.0 

Mid-America 60/83.3 12/16.7 72/100.0 

Mid-Atlantics 75/93.8 5/6.3 80/100.0 

New York 65/94.2 4/5.8 69/100.0 

Table 24B 



74 

Is the Entire Service Conducted From the Pulpit? 
by Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Not From 
the Pulpit 

 
Total 

If Not, What Other Places Are Used?* 

Lectern Font Table Other Total 
Frequency 

Albany 54/78.3% 69/100.0% 20/37.0% 25/46.3% 40/74.1% 33/61.1% 54 

Canada 11/55.0 20/100.0 4/36.4 0/0.0 2/18.2 8/72.7 11 

Far West 35/70.0 50/100.0 10/28.6 4/11.4 10/28.6 21/60.0 35 

Great Lakes 111/84.7 131/100.0 31/27.9 23/20.7 43/38.7 74/66.7 111 

Heartland 68/68.0 100/100.0 11/16.2 19/27.9 21/30.9 50/73.5 68 

Mid-America 54/75.0 72/100.0 13/24.1 12/22.2 21/28.9 42/77.8 54 

Mid-Atlantics 52/65.0 80/100.0 19/36.5 23/44.2 39/75.0 25/48.1 52 

New York 50/71.4 70/100.0 30/60.0 20/40.0 30/60.0 22/44.0 50 

Yes From 
the Pulpit 

15/21.7% 

9/45.0 

15/30.0 

20/15.3 

32/32.0 

18/25.0 

28/35.0 

20/28.6 

Table 25B 

Note: Synod percentages for each category are calculated from the synod total frequency for the first question.  
*Respondents could choose more than one answer so total percentages by row can exceed 100%. 



75 

How Many Times is the Lord’s Supper Celebrated Each Year? 
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Albany 4/5.8% 2/2.9% 7/10.1% 2/2.9% 4/5.8% 3/4.3% 6/8.7% 0/0.0% 14/20.3% 

Canada 4/19.0 4/19.0 7/33.3 0/0.0 0/0.0 0/0.0 0/0.0 0/0.0 5/23.8 

Far West 3/6.0 3/6.0 12/24.0 6/12.0 4/8.0 2/4.0 2/4.0 0/0.0 10/20.0 

Great Lakes 9/6.9 13/9.9 30/22.9 17/13.0 15/11.5 1/0.8 9/6.9 1/0.8 14/10.7 

Heartland 13/13.1 20/20.2 31/31.3 6/6.1 8/8.1 2/2.0 4/4.0 0/0.0 8/8.1 

Mid-America 4/5.6 13/18.1 23/31.9 6/8.3 8/11.1 3/4.2 2/2.8 0/0.0 5/6.9 

Mid-Atlantics 4/5.0 4/5.0 5/6.3 4/5.0 5/6.3 1/1.3 5/6.3 2/2.5 19/23.8 

New York 3/4.3 1/1.4 3/4.3 1/1.4 5/7.1 1/1.4 0/0.0 0/0.0 17/24.3 

Table 26B 

*As an estimate, 16 was used for “more than 12” to compute the mean 

 Total 4 to 8 Total 9 to 12 More Than 12* Total Mean Score* 

Albany 19/27.5% 23/33.3% 27/39.1% 69/100.0% 11.6 

Canada 15/71.4 5/23.8 1/4.8 21/100.0 7.3 

Far West 28/56.0 14/28.0 8/16.0 50/100.0 9.2 

Great Lakes 84/64.1 25/19.1 22/16.8 131/100.0 8.8 

Heartland 78/78.8 14/14.1 7/7.1 99/100.0 7.2 

Mid-America 54/75.0 10/13.9 8/11.1 72/100.0 7.8 

Mid-Atlantics 22/27.5 27/33.8 31/38.8 80/100.0 11.7 

New York 13/18.6 18/25.7 39/55.7 70/100.0 13.1 



76 

Do You Use an RCA Approved Liturgy For the Lord’s Supper?  
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Yes No Total 

Albany 64/92.8% 5/7.2% 69/100.0% 

Canada 18/85.7 3/14.3 21/100.0 

Far West 31/62.0 19/38.0 50/100.0 

Great Lakes 108/83.7 21/16.3 129/100.0 

Heartland 82/82.8 17/17.2 99/100.0 

Mid-America 63/87.5 9/12.5 72/100.0 

Mid-Atlantics 73/93.6 5/6.4 78/100.0 

New York 62/88.6 8/11.4 70/100.0 

Table 27B 
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Are Young Children Welcome at the Lord’s Table?  
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Yes No Total 

Albany 54/79.4% 14/20.6% 68/100.0% 

Canada 7/35.0 13/65.0 20/100.0 

Far West 33/67.3 16/32.7 49/100.0 

Great Lakes 69/56.1 54/43.9 123/100.0 

Heartland 33/33.3 66/66.7 99/100.0 

Mid-America 22/32.4 46/67.6 68/100.0 

Mid-Atlantics 49/62.0 30/38.0 79/100.0 

New York 50/72.5 19/27.5 69/100.0 

Table 28B 
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Is There a Children’s Sermon in the Sunday Morning Service  
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Yes No Total 

Albany 63/91.3% 6/8.7% 69/100.0% 

Canada 15/71.4 6/28.6 21/100.0 

Far West 29/58.0 21/42.0 50/100.0 

Great Lakes 71/54.2 60/45.8 131/100.0 

Heartland 74/74.0 26/26.0 100/100.0 

Mid-America 41/57.7 30/42.3 71/100.0 

Mid-Atlantics 65/82.3 14/17.7 79/100.0 

New York 61/87.1 9/12.9 70/100.0 

Table 29B 



79 

 Are Children Present For All, Part, or None of the Service? 
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 All 
Of the Service 

Part 
Of the Service 

None  
Of the Service 

Albany 28/40.6% 40/58.0% 1/1.4% 

Canada 4/19.0 16/76.2 1/4.8 

Far West 9/18.4 37/75.5 3/6.1 

Great Lakes 21/16.2 105/80.8 4/3.1 

Heartland 51/51.0 46/46.0 3/3.0 

Mid-America 30/42.3 36/50.7 5/7.0 

Mid-Atlantics 16/20.3 57/72.2 6/7.6 

New York 21/30.0 46/65.7 3/4.3 

Total 

69/100.0% 

21/100.0 

49/100.0 

130/100.0 

100/100.0 

71/100.0 

79/100.0 

70/100.0 

Table 30B 
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 Does the Minister Wear a Robe When Leading Worship? 
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Always Sometimes Never 

Albany 40/58.0% 23/33.3% 6/8.7% 

Canada 1/4.8 5/23.8 15/71.4 

Far West 3/6.0 11/22.0 36/72.0 

Great Lakes 18/13.8 35/26.9 77/59.2 

Heartland 5/5.0 26/26.0 69/69.0 

Mid-America 6/8.3 21/29.2 45/62.5 

Mid-Atlantics 50/62.5 25/31.3 5/6.3 

New York 46/65.7 21/30.0 3/4.3 

Total 

69/100.0% 

21/100.0 

50/100.0 

130/100.0 

100/100.0 

72/100.0 

80/100.0 

70/100.0 

Table 31B 
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Does Your Church Use Paraments on the Pulpit and/or Table? 
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 

Yes Total 

If so, are the colors changed according to the 
church year? 

Yes No Did not answer 
the question Total 

Albany 61/88.4% 69/100.0% 59/96.7% 2/3.3% 0/0.0% 61/100.0% 

Canada 6/28.6 21/100.0 5/83.3 1/16.7 0/0.0 6/100.0 

Far West 18/36.7 49/100.0 16/88.9 2/11.1 0/0.0 18/100.0 

Great Lakes 69/53.1 130/100.0 63/91.3 5/7.2 1/1.4 69/100.0 

Heartland 69/69.0 100/100.0 60/87.0 8/11.6 1/1.4 69/100.0 

Mid-America 42/58.3 72/100.0 38/90.5 3/7.1 1/2.4 42/100.0 

Mid-Atlantics 76/95.0 80/100.0 73/96.1 1/1.3 2/2.6 76/100.0 

New York 64/91.4 70/100.0 61/95.3 3/4.7 0/0.0 64/100.0 

Table 32B 
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Are There Banners in Your Sanctuary? 
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Yes No Total 

Albany 41/59.4% 28/40.6% 69/100.0% 

Canada 17/81.0 4/19.0 21/100.0 

Far West 36/72.0 14/28.0 50/100.0 

Great Lakes 110/84.0 21/16.0 131/100.0 

Heartland 84/84.0 16/16.0 100/100.0 

Mid-America 54/76.1 17/23.9 71/100.0 

Mid-Atlantics 48/60.0 32/40.0 80/100.0 

New York 45/64.3 25/35.7 70/100.0 

Table 33B 
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How Are People Baptized? 
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Sprinkling Pouring  Immersion 

Albany 56/81.2% 15/21.7% 5/7.2% 

Canada 19/90.5 2/9.5 7/33.3 

Far West 45/90.0 8/16.0 23/46.0 

Great Lakes 120/91.6 12/9.2 28/21.4 

Heartland 95/95.0 13/13.0 16/16.0 

Mid-America 69/95.8 8/11.1 14/19.4 

Mid-Atlantics 67/83.8 14/17.5 4/5.0 

New York 62/88.6 10/14.3 6/8.6 

Total  
Frequency 

69 

21 

50 

131 

100 

72 

80 

70 

No answer 

1/1.4% 

0/0.0 

0/0.0 

2/1.5 

0/0.0 

0/0.0 

0/0.0 

0/0.0 

Table 34B 

Note: Synod percentages for each category are calculated from the synod total frequency.  
Respondents could choose more than one answer so total percentages by row can exceed 100%. 
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Is an RCA Approved Liturgy Used for Baptism? 
 By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Yes No Total 

Albany 67/97.1% 2/2.9% 69/100.0% 

Canada 17/81.0 4/19.0 21/100.0 

Far West 36/73.5 13/26.5 49/100.0 

Great Lakes 114/89.1 14/10.9 128/100.0 

Heartland 90/90.0 10/10.0 100/100.0 

Mid-America 66/93.0 5/7.0 71/100.0 

Mid-Atlantics 77/98.7 1/1.3 78/100.0 

New York 67/95.7 3/4.3 70/100.0 

Table 35B 
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Do You Use the Advent and/or Lenten Worship Resource Packet? 
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 
 
 

Yes 

 
 

Total 

If so, is it helpful? 

Yes No Did not answer 
the question Total 

Albany 45/67.2% 67/100.0% 45/100.0% 0/0.0% 0/0.0% 45/100.0% 

Canada 14/66.7 21/100.0 14/100.0 0/0.0 0/0.0 14/100.0 

Far West 19/38.0 50/100.0 17/89.5 1/5.3 1/5.3 19/100.0 

Great Lakes 59/45.7 129/100.0 58/98.3 1/1.7 0/0.0 59/100.0 

Heartland 40/40.8 98/100.0 35/87.5 2/5.0 3/7.5 40/100.0 

Mid-America 33/46.5 71/100.0 29/87.9 0/0.0 4/12.1 33/100.0 

Mid-Atlantics 51/64.6 79/100.0 48/94.1 1/2.0 2/3.9 51/100.0 

New York 36/52.2 69/100.0 34/94.4 1/2.8 1/2.8 36/100.0 

Table 36B 
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Which of the Following Liturgical Seasons Do You Observe?  
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Advent Christmas Epiphany Lent Easter Pentecost 

Albany 69/100.0% 66/95.7% 51/73.9% 69/100.0% 65/94.2% 58/84.1% 

Canada 20/95.2 20/95.2 4/19.0 15/71.4 20/95.2 14/66.7 

Far West 47/94.0 43/86.0 7/14.0 38/76.0 43/86.0 19/38.0 

Great Lakes 126/96.2 121/92.4 48/36.6 117/89.3 120/91.6 85/64.9 

Heartland 96/96.0 89/89.0 25/25.0 88/88.0 90/90.0 48/48.0 

Mid-America 70/97.2 66/91.7 19/26.4 64/88.9 65/90.3 46/63.9 

Mid-Atlantics 77/96.3 77/96.3 55/68.8 78/97.5 77/96.3 69/86.3 

New York 69/98.6 69/98.6 57/81.4 67/95.7 69/98.6 63/90.0 

Synod 

69 

21 

50 

131 

100 

72 

80 

70 

Table 37B 

Synod percentages for each category are calculated from the synod total frequency.  
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Which of the Following Liturgical Days Do You Observe? 
By Synod 

(Frequency/Percent) 

 Albany Canada Far West Great 
Lakes Heartland Mid-

America 

Christmas 66/95.7% 20/95.2% 47/94.0% 128/97.7% 99/99.0% 67/93.1% 

Epiphany 41/59.4 0/0.0 7/14.0 34/26.0 15/15.0 14/19.4 

Baptism of Our Lord 25/36.2 0/0.0 2/4.0 23/17.6 9/9.0 10/13.9 

Transfiguration 30/43.5 4/19.0 4/8.0 24/18.3 11/11.0 12/16.7 

Ash Wednesday 53/76.8 1/4.8 14/28.0 59/45.0 27/27.0 20/27.8 

Palm Sunday 69/100.0 20/95.2 42/84.0 122/93.1 97/97.0 70/97.2 

Maundy Thursday 63/91.3 4/19.0 32/64.0 117/89.3 78/78.0 60/83.3 

Good Friday 48/69.6 17/81.0 28/56.0 60/45.8 63/63.0 42/58.3 

Mid-
Atlantics New York 

77/96.3% 70/100.0% 

48/60.0 40/57.1 

38/47.5 28/40.0 

44/55.0 31/44.3 

62/77.5 61/87.1 

79/98.8 70/100.0 

71/88.8 63/90.0 

64/80.0 62/88.6 

Easter 69/100.0 21/100.0 47/94.0 131/100.0 100/100.0 72/100.0 79/98.8 69/98.6 

Ascension 26/37.7 6/28.6 4/8.0 30/22.9 28/28.0 16/22.2 33/41.3 26/37.1 

Pentecost 61/88.4 16/76.2 28/56.0 93/71.0 57/57.0 46/63.9 71/88.8 61/87.1 

Trinity Sunday 28/40.6 2/9.5 2/4.0 21/16.0 7/7.0 12/16.7 43/53.8 30/42.9 

All Saints 28/40.6 0/0.0 3/6.0 20/15.3 11/11.0 10/13.9 39/48.8 27/38.6 

Christ the King 28/40.6 3/14.3 3/6.0 26/19.8 9/9.0 10/13.9 41/51.3 27/38.6 

Synod Frequency 69 21 50 131 100 72 80 70 

Table 38B 

* Synod percentages for each category are calculated from the synod total frequency.  



COMPARISONS OF THE 2004, 1994 AND 1987 WORSHIP
SURVEYS

The RCA provided the Frost Center with the results from two previous surveys of

worship life in RCA congregations.  In an effort to provide comparisons over time

the tables in this section of the report include percentages from the 2004, 1994

and 1987 survey results.  For some tables, data were not available for 1987 and

in these cases only 2004 and 1994 data is reported.

Methodological Issues

Although not identical to the 2004 worship survey, the two previous surveys

(1994 and 1987) provide content for observations based on comparisons and

trends over time.   However, caution is noted due to a lack of information in the

two previous survey reports.   The 1987 report does not provide descriptions of

the method used to account for missing data in calculating response

percentages; therefore percentages may not be directly comparable.  Also, in

some cases in the 1987 survey results, it is not clear why total response

percentages are less than or higher than 100.0%.  Those tables that do not

appear to have direct comparability, such as percentages that do not total to

100.0%, are either omitted from the analysis or a caution is noted.

Another issue was the way in which percentages were reported. The 1994 and

1987 reported results as percentages rounded to the nearest whole number. For

the 1994 results, since the frequencies and totals were provided, the

percentages have been recalculated and percentages to the nearest tenth of a



whole number have been entered into this report. This then matches the 2004

survey results. Finally, in order to provide consistency, percentages from the

Version of Bible tables by seminary of pastor, synod and church size in the back

of the 1994 report have been recalculated for this report. In 1994 the

percentages were calculated by dividing the frequency of each Bible by the total

number of Bibles indicated. For this report, they have been recalculated using the

number in each seminary, synod or size.

Survey Numbers and Data Collection

The method of collecting the data for the 1987 survey was identified as a random

sample of 246 congregations, of which 234 responded (95.1% response rate).

The 1994 worship survey report included responses from 230 congregations, but

the survey report did not document the method of data collection. The 2004

worship survey was sent to all RCA congregations (985) and 593 congregations

responded in time to be included, a 60.2% response rate.

Synod and Seminary of Pastor

All eight synods were represented in the 2004 and 1994 worship surveys.  The

1987 survey did not specify the results by synod. The largest proportion of

respondents (approximately 22%; Table 1C) in both the 2004 and 1994 surveys

was from the Great Lakes Synod and the smallest proportion came from Canada

(3.5% in each year).  Each of the other synods had similar proportions (within

2.1%) between the two time periods.  In all three surveys, more pastors had



attended Western Theological Seminary than any other (2004—47.7%,

1994—53.9% and 1987—51%; Table 2C).

Worship Times, Church Attendance, and Days and Number of Services

In general there has been a shift from later service times to earlier from 1987 to

2004 (Table 3C). The 11:00-12:00 start time use went from 42% in 1987 to

32.2% in 1994, to 20.2% in 2004. Average attendance has not changed much

since 1994, but the results given in 1987 do not add up to 100%, making it hard

to draw a complete comparison with that year (Table 4C). The number of

congregations offering only one Sunday service increased over time; from 44% in

1987 to 49.6% in 1994 and to 59.0% in 2004 (Table 5C). This change is offset by

a corresponding drop in the percentage of churches that had two Sunday

services.

Church Music

Table 6C gives the results of questions about hymnal use. Sing, A New Creation

was first asked about in 2004. The use of copyright licensing organization

subscriptions increased a great deal from 1994 to 2004 (47.4% to 81.0%; Table

7C).  The percentage of congregations with paid music directors (Table 8C)

showed a slight decline from 1994 (66.8%) to 2004 (63.4%). Both were an

increase over the 1987 number (52%) but as the total percentage from that

report is 85%, it is hard to compare those results with the more recent surveys.



The use of praise choruses (Table 9C) increased from 66.1% in 1994 to 80.3% in

2004 (first asked in 1994). Just over 40% (41.3%) of the churches surveyed

indicated they had one choir in 2004 (Table 10C).  This represented an increase

of only one choir from both 1994 (35.2%) and 1987 (34%). From 1994 to 2004,

the number of churches with two or three choirs decreased by about 5% in each

category.

Although the organ retains the highest placement as the primary instrument that

accompanies congregational singing throughout the three surveys

(2004—71.2%, 1994—71.7% and 1987—88%), in 2004 more than four out of ten

(43.5%) reported using a piano and more than one-third (34.7%) indicated using

a praise band (Table 11C).4

Characteristics of the Worship Service

The length of a normal Sunday morning service increased over time (Table 12C).

Nearly half (49%) of the congregations indicated that services lasted one hour or

less in 1987.  This percentage dropped to one-third (33.9%) in 1994 and then to

a little more than one-quarter (27.8%) in 2004. The length of sermons isn’t very

different between the 1987 and 2004 surveys (Table 13C), with a small decrease

(4.2%) in 20-25 minutes and a corresponding (5.4%) increase in 15-20 minutes.

                                                  
4 Respondents could choose more than one answer to this question in 2004.



A majority of congregations in all three surveys used the Apostles Creed in

Sunday worship (Table 14C).  However, percentages were slightly lower in 2004

(87.7%) compared to the two previous surveys (1994—95.2% and 1987—94%).

The use of a lectionary (Table 15C) increased from 1987 (38%) to 1994 (50.9%)

and then stayed about the same in 2004 (49.3%).  The 1994 and 2004 surveys

asked if the lectionary was used for all or part of the year (Table 16C). Of those

respondents indicating that they used a lectionary, more used it for the entire

year in 2004 (49.1%) than in 1994 (42.7%).

The use of only one scripture lesson in morning worship (Table 17C) increased

from 1987 (48%) to 1994 (53.0%) and again in 2004 (56.2%). While it appears

only one response to this question was used in the previous two surveys, in the

2004 surveys a number of respondents chose more than one answer, indicating

that it varied from service to service or Sunday to Sunday.

Which version of the Bible was used in morning worship was asked in 1994 and

2004 (Table 18C). Use of the Revised Standard Version and New Revised

Standard Version declined over the time of the two surveys (to 8.9% and 25.0%

respectively), while use of the New International Version continued at a high rate

(1994 – 60.9%, 2004 – 62.2%). Churches continued to provide Bibles in the pew

racks (Table 19C) at about the same rate as in 1994 (1994 – 92.6%, 2004 –

91.2%).



The amount of churches with a worship committee has not changed significantly

over time (Table 20C): 1987 survey – 72%, 2004 – 76.5%. However, the

involvement in worship planning by the committee has increased (Table 21C),

from 7% in 1987 and 5.7% in 1994 to 28.5% in 2004. Non-pastoral staff

involvement has also increased significantly, from 6% in 1987 to 7.4% in 1994, to

24.3% in 2004. The pastor’s participation rate has not changed significantly: 89%

in 1987 to 91.2% in 2004. The amount of churches indicating that the pastor

writes the prayers has stayed about the same since 1987 (40% to 37.9%; Table

22C), but the use of extemporaneous prayers (1987 – 57%, 2004 – 73.0%) and

prayers from another source (1987 – 6%, 2004 – 18.2%) have both shown large

increases.

The use of lay people and/or elders or deacons in leading worship has increased

over the three surveys (Table 23C), from 50% in 1987, to 63.0% in 1994, to

83.5% in 2004. (In the two older surveys, the question only asked about lay

people; elders and deacons were added in 2004.) More and more churches are

moving away from conducting the entire service from the pulpit (Table 24C). In

1987 56% of churches used just the pulpit, down to 38.7% in 1994 and down

again to 26.5% in 2004. The use of other locations (lectern, font, table and other)

has increased steadily over time (Table 25C).

The number of times the Lord’s Supper is celebrated each year has been rising

since 1987. The choices of four and five times a year have gone from 18% each



in 1987 to 7.4% and 10.1% respectively in 2004 (Table 26C), while twelve and

more than twelve times a year have gone from 9% each in 1987 to 15.5% and

24.2% in 2004. Means were computed for 1994 and 2004 (frequencies were not

provided in the 1987 report to allow for mean calculation) and the means show

an increase from 8.2 days in 1994 to 9.6 days in 2004. Most congregations used

an RCA approved liturgy for the Lord’s Supper, but a slight decrease has

occurred since 1987, from 89% then to 87.8% in 1994, to 85.2% in 2004 (Table

27C).

Children in the Worship Service

From 1994 to 2004, young children have become welcome more often at the

Lord’s Table, from 48.7% in 1994 to 55.1% in 2004 (Table 28C). The use of a

children’s sermon in the Sunday morning service has gone down a little, from

75% in 1987 to 70.9% in 2004 (Table 29C). Children are more frequently present

for part of the service rather than all. In 1987 44% of congregations reported

children were only present for part of the service. This rose to 58.3% in 1994 and

to 65.0% in 2004 (Table 30C).

Paraments and Church Banners

The use of paraments has increased since 1987, from 57% that year to 67.4% in

the 1994 survey and to 68.5% in 2004 (Table 31C). It is hard to get accurate

numbers for the follow-up question, if so, are the colors changed according to the

church year, as the previous reports do not clearly break out only those



respondents who answered yes to the first question. However, it seems that over

90% do report changing the colors in all three reports (Table 32C). The use of

banners in the sanctuary has also increased steadily since 1987, from 58% to

66.5% in 1994 and to 73.5% in 2004 (Table 33C).

Baptism and Liturgical Observations

Sprinkling has stayed the same as the most used method of baptism: 91% in

1987 and 1994, and 89.9% in 2004 (Table 34C). However, pouring and

immersion both gained a bit in use, from 8% and 6% respectively in 1987, to

13.8% and 17.4% in 2004. Nearly all churches continued to use an RCA

approved liturgy for baptism: 90% in 1987 and 91.1% in 2004 (Table 35C).

The observance of all liturgical seasons declined from 1994 to 2004 (Table 36C).

Some declines were small: Advent (98.3% to 96.8%), Lent (95.2% to 90.4%),

Christmas (98.3% to 92.9%) and Easter (98.7% to 92.6%) and a couple were

larger: Epiphany (56.1% to 44.9%) and Pentecost (85.2% to 50.8%).

In the 2004 survey, liturgical days mostly showed a decline from previous

surveys with a few exceptions (Table 37C). Easter stayed the same and Maundy

Thursday, Ash Wednesday, and Trinity Sunday observances were up from 1987.



Comparisons by Seminary

The 1994 report provided tables that examined certain questions by the seminary

of the pastor(s). Where appropriate, comparison tables have been included in the

2004 report by three seminary groups: Western Seminary, New Brunswick, and

other. The tables in this report cover: praise chorus use, celebration of and young

children welcome at the Lord’s Supper, lectionary use and Bible Version use.  As

noted previously, the 1994 percentages in the Bible Version table have been

recalculated to compare to the 2004 survey results, using the number in each

seminary category rather than the total number of Bibles indicated.

Praise chorus use has increased for all three groups, with the largest increase in

the “other” group (Table 38C).

The frequency of Lord’s Supper celebrations has gone up for all three groups in

2004, with less in the “4-8 times per year” category and more in the “more than

12 times a year” category (Table 39C). Means were computed in 2004, showing

that churches with New Brunswick pastors celebrate the Lord’s Supper 11.8

times per year on average, while “other” seminary churches celebrate 9.4 times

and Western Seminary pastor churches celebrate 8.9 times per year. Young

children are welcome at the Lord’s Table in 2004 by about 60% of churches with

New Brunswick and “other” pastors and by 47.0% of churches with Western

Seminary pastors (Table 40C). This is an increase for Western Seminary pastors

from 39% in 1994.



The percentage of New Brunswick pastor churches using a lectionary went up in

2004, from approx. 68.2% to 77.0%, while the reported responses in the other

two groups showed a small decline (Table 41C). The New Brunswick pastor

churches also showed an increase in the percentage of whole year lectionary

use (31.8% to 45.1%).

All three groups showed fairly large decreases in the use of the Revised

Standard Version and in the use of “other” Bibles (Table 42C). New Brunswick

and other seminary churches saw decreases in use of the New Revised

Standard Version but Western Seminary churches stayed about the same with

that version. The use of the New International Version of the Bible stayed about

the same, with a small decrease for other seminary churches. Churches with

pastors from Western Seminary (72.8%) are about twice as likely as those from

New Brunswick (35.2%) to use the New International Version.

Comparisons by Synod

The 1994 report provided tables that examined certain questions by synod. The

following comparison tables have been included with 2004 data: praise chorus

use, celebration of and young children welcome at the Lord’s Supper, lectionary

use and Version of Bible used.



The use of praise choruses increased in all synods from 1994 to 2004, except in

the Far West, which was already at a use rate of 94.7% in 1994 (Table 43C).

Many synods saw a dramatic increase in the number of churches using praise

choruses in this time. The exception is the Mid-Atlantic synod, which only went

from 50.0% in 1994 to 53.2% of its churches using praise choruses in 2004.

Several synods saw an increase in the number of times the Lord’s Supper is

celebrated each year – the percentage of churches celebrating 4-8 times

decreased, while 9-12 or over 12 times a year increased (Table 44C). The

churches in the Mid-America synod stayed about the same. Young children

welcome at the Lord’s Table (Table 45C) went up from the 1994 survey to the

2004 survey in Albany (60.0% to 79.4%), Canada (25.0% to 35.0%), Great Lakes

(28.0% to 56.1%), and Mid-America (25.0% to 32.4%).  Synods that saw a

decrease from 1994 to 2004 include: Far West (73.7% to 67.3%), Heartland

(41.2% to 33.3%) and New York (79.3% to 72.5%). Mid-Atlantics synod stayed

about the same (62.5% to 62.0%).

Use of a lectionary (Table 46C) went up in four synods from 1994 to 2004:

Albany (63.3% to 75.0%), Mid-America (25.0% to 34.7%), Mid-Atlantics (68.7%

to 73.4%) and New York (72.4% to 80.0%). Use went down in Canada (62.5% to

23.8%), Great Lakes (50.0% to 40.3%), and Heartland (47.1% to 30.9%). The

Far West synod stayed about the same (21.1% to 24%).



Bible version by synod and year is provided in Table 47C. Use of the Revised

Standard Version decreased dramatically in all synods, while the New Revised

Standard Version decreased in five synods, increased in two synods and stayed

the same in one synod (Great Lakes). The use of the New International Version

increased in three synods, decreased in four synods, and stayed about the same

in one (Great Lakes). Use of other Bibles decreased in all synods except one

(Mid-America).

Comparison by Church Attendance

The same questions as in the previous two sections were also examined by

church attendance levels: praise chorus use, celebration of and young children

welcome at the Lord’s Supper, lectionary use and Version of Bible used.

The use of praise choruses increased at all levels of church attendance, but only

by 1.5% at the 201-500 average attendance (from 87.5% to 89.0%). The higher

the attendance level, the more likely that a praise chorus was used, and all

churches with attendance over 500 used praise choruses in 2004 (Table 48C).

The number of celebrations of the Lord’s Supper per year increased in all but the

churches with the largest (over 500) attendance, where 4-8 times per year

increased from 66.7% to 71.1%. Means (average times per year) computed in

2004 showed that the larger the church attendance, the fewer days the Lord’s

Supper is celebrated per year (Table 49C). Children being reported welcome at


