“Gathering Our Blessings”

Worship Service for Blessing Boxes

Women’s Ministries, RCA

May 4, 2008

Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 12.2,3

New Testament Reading: Luke 24. 50-53

Call to Worship:

“Bless the Lord, O my soul and all that is within me, bless his holy name!”  Psalm 103.1

Suggested Opening Hymns and Choruses: Sing! A new Creation

“God Has gone Up with Shouts of Joy” (pg 154)


“For All the Saints Who Showed Your Love “ (pg 195)


“God You Called Us to This Place” (pg 14)

Old Testament Reading: 

 “I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.”  Genesis 12: 2

Responsive Reading:

One: Lord, on this day we remember the blessing of your love.

All:   Forgive our forgetfulness of this love as we chase through our busy lives.

         Forgive our selfishness in order to control our schedules.

         Forgive our blindness to the needs of those around us.

         Forgive our assumptions about those we do not know.

         Forgive our excuses for not loving as you have loved.

         Remind us to slow down long enough to see you in the world we try to

organize and control.  

         Remind us that even when it is not convenient your world needs your love

as expressed by your people.

         Remind us that you are the author of relationships and it is for that purpose

we are created.  Help us to remember you have blessed us to be a blessing.

         And forgive us for not remembering the greatest love story of all…the gift of

your son for our salvation.  In his holy and precious name we pray,

          AMEN

Suggested Hymns and Choruses


  “Bind Us Together, Lord” *  


   “We Are an Offering”   pg 230


   “The Servant Song” pg 277


New Testament Reading:


“Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.  While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.  And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God.”  Luke 24: 50-53

Litany of Thanksgiving

One:  As we bring these offerings we remember our foremothers through the ages who have responded with faith to challenge and change.  We gratefully claim our heritage as women in the Reformed Church in America and pray that you will keep us ever mindful that we are the foremothers of future generations.

All:  Generous and loving God, thank you.

One:  We celebrate with thanksgiving the women who have served as leaders in the midst of difficult lives and limited resources.  Grant us their gift to find abundance where reason sees only scarcity.

All:  Generous and loving God, thank you.

One:  With grateful hearts we acknowledge and celebrate the gifts and ministry of lay women, who make up the vast majority of women everywhere.

All:  Generous and loving God, thank you.

One:  We are grateful for women who have accepted your call to ordained ministry.  Theirs is a ministry of courage, obedience and pioneering spirit.

All:  Generous and loving God, thank you.

One:  We remember with heartfelt thanks our mentors in faith.  Guide us in our gratitude to be mentors to others.

All:  Generous and loving God, thank you.

One:  As partners in mission, we give thanks for all who serve in you name, even ourselves.

All:  Generous and loving God, thank you.

One:  Creator God, you have called us by name.

All:  Grant us grace for the days ahead, that we may meet challenge with courage and receive your blessings with deep, deep thanks. 

AMEN

Presenting Our Gifts

Participants may carry their Blessing box offerings to the appointed place, as a hymn is played.  After all gifts have been placed, sing together a hymn of thanks or dedication.

Suggested Hymns and Choruses


“Take My Life and Let It Be”*  


“Here I am Lord”   Pg 268

Prayer of Dedication

God of all, as faithful stewards of our time, talent and worldly goods, we joyfully dedicate these Blessings Box gifts.  May your presence be with us, your love surround us and your spirit guide us as we continue in loving partnership as faith filled women.  Open our eyes to the needs of the world and open our hands to the giving and receiving that leads to life abundant, life eternal.

AMEN

Suggested Closing Hymns and Choruses


“Go My Children, With My Blessing”  Pg 284


“We Are Marching in the Light of God”  Pg 293

Benediction


The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the Lord life up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” Numbers 6. 22-26

Planning Suggestions

Cover the table with a white cloth that can be written on.  As the offerings are brought forward the participant can write the name of a woman who has blessed her life.  This cloth could be used to cover the communion table if communion is being served.

Give participants a heart shaped valentine when they come into the service.  They can write the name of a woman who has blessed them on the heart and place it on the table with the offerings.

