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lift up
• Pray for the spiritual nourishment of

older members of your congregation
who aren’t able to attend church
regularly, and pray for the leaders of
the church who work to maintain a
connection with them through a
visitation ministry. 

• Pray for young people in your
church whom the Holy Spirit may
be nudging toward ministry as a
minister of Word and sacrament,
and accompany that prayer with a
personal word of encouragement.

• Thank God for the work of the
Ridder Initiative, and pray that
pastors and other congregational
leaders in the program will be
equipped for stronger ministry.

respond
Thoughts? Questions? 
Email leadership@rca.org.

log on
Learn more about Call Waiting at
www.rca.org/callwaiting.

How does your church stay 
connected with seniors and shut-ins?

reflect

Though the program is only half over, participating churches are already
experiencing new ways of doing things. 

“Our consistory meetings are looking very different—the percentage of
time that we spend on business is less, with more time on personal
growth, spiritual growth, looking at group dynamics and how we handle
conflict, how we need to learn to listen better and work as a group,” says
Shults. “Our small groups will look different in the fall and not just be
Bible study, but will also have components of accountability, really 
challenging congregation members to look at whether the goal is just to
create good church members or to create disciples of Christ.”

Until the next meeting, participating churches are examining the “current
reality,” or ministry context, that they operate within. Stone says, “It’s just
what is—not that it’s good or bad. This process allows us to let ‘what is’ be
out there, and let the Holy Spirit do something with it.” The challenge, he
says, is to ask, “Why is it the way it is?” without trying to fix it.

The questions range from “Are we accessible?” to “If an integrity gap is
identified in the life of a leader, what’s the process for helping the leader
address that redemptively?”

“It’s allowed us to talk about our vision for church as that lines up with
Scripture and God’s call to us to be a redemptive people,” Stone says. “It’s
given us a language for it as well as some real practical tools to engage in
practicing these things.”

“At the end of the day, we’re going to be able to put together some 
short-term and long-term goals to address these kinds of things—these 
root issues—to either line up our vision or to see God leading us to a new
vision for his preferred future for the church.” 

The Ridder Initiative is funded through a leadership development 
endowment established by Bud and Lenora Ridder and from contributions
by participating denominations, regional synods, and classes. ●

Donor

75-year-old female

Couple, aged 86 and 87

89-year-old male

Annuity 
Rate

6.3%

7.3%

9.2%

Annual 
Income

$630

$730

$920

Immediate Charitable 
Deduction

$4,487.90

$5,085.10

$6,110.60

Call to get your current rate: (866) 356-0829 • development@rca.org • www.rca.org/donate

Give A Gift That Works

For You!
Here’s how it works with a $10,000 gift annuity:

Charitable Gift Annuities are a great way
to support the mission and ministry of

the RCA and receive a guaranteed
income stream for life. 


