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their faith in Jesus Christ, but because they 
believe Pastor Mike has, as do their kachinas, 
definite mystical powers.
 Some parishioners are members of fami-
lies that have worshipped in this church for 
generations.  There are old-timers.  If a con-
gregation measures its life by how many new 
bodies line the pews or fill the plastic seats 
week-in and week-out, Zuni church should 
have been boarded up a half century ago at 
least.  Preaching the gospel of Christ in an an-
cient pueblo like Zuni is no cakewalk.  Zuni 
CRC is no role model for church growth.
 On the other hand, this congregation 
and mission has had a profound effect on the 
pueblo.  The “ministry center” is named, in 
part, for pioneer missionary Andrew Vander 
Wagen, whose love for a good horse was leg-
endary, taking second place only to his love 
for the Lord.  You may have missed it, but just 
in case you want to attend worship and the 
Bullriding Challenge, you’ll find it at a com-
munity center along the road called simply 
“Vander Wagen.”  Attendance at the Zuni CRC 
may occasionally be sketchy, but the church 
and its ministry have not been invisible in 
Zuni.

 In a few years, the entire Ministry Center 
and school will be brought down systemati-
cally and a new place built, right there in the 
heart of the pueblo, the fourth in 100 years.  
Ask any member to show you the plans.
 When worship is over, some members 
move the room dividers to the side, and re-
freshments are served out of the kitchen.  
Often as not, there’s a pot luck.  But even if 
there isn’t a hot dish in sight, if you don’t stay 
around and grab a brownie or some veggies, 
you risk giving offense.  At Zuni CRC, even 
the finger food is oddly sacramental.
 If you love order and decorum in wor-
ship, you’ll have to look elsewhere.  If you 
want a place that rocks. . .well, find some 
canyon in the nearby Zuni mountains.  
But if you want family and fellowship, plus 
the strangely harmonic sounds of kachina 
drums just outside the door, do stop at the 
Zuni pueblo and worship some Sunday at 
Zuni CRC.  You might even want to stop at 
the rodeo ring at Vander Wagen on the way 
up, just in case the people are there for a 
Bullriding Challenge.
 Tell you what—just come anytime.  It 
only starts when you get there. 
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10 four-hour seminars and 50 hourlong
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