
old structures with new ones that already 
are showing some vibrancy. 

1. The RCA’s rich new array of options for 
training ministers of Word and sacra-
ment compared with twenty years ago 
offers real promise for generating lead-
ership attuned to the nation’s demo-
graphic future and the mandate of the 
gospel.

2. The RCA is on the cutting edge of cre-
ating small, coached clergy networks 
that offer support and encourage ac-
countability and continuing educa-
tion, funded by Lilly grants, in an era 
when lower-level judicatories often do 
not provide the framework of support 
that used to be present.

3. In the last five years General Synods 
have had near-revolutionary changes 
that encourage delegate interaction 
and give every delegate a voice and vote 
on major issues, partially replacing a 
system of advisory committees that 
had given much more power to those 
familiar with the complex polity con-
nected with synods. 
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4. The denomination has just completed a 
decade-long process of considering the 
Belhar Confession from South Africa 
as a permanent addition to the Stan-
dards, the first in over 400 years. This 
year the delegates voted (with about 70 
percent in favor) to ask the classes to 
approve the Belhar as a permanent 
new Standard, with classis votes 
scheduled this year. 

5. Some rapid change in unexpected plac-
es has eroded a traditional fault line. 
Both conservatives and liberals now 
talk about what they’ve learned from 
visiting Christians in Africa, Asia, 
and Latin America.

6. Several foreign churches have sought 
partnerships with the RCA, and one 
major multicultural congregation in 
San Francisco left the Presbyterian 
Church in America to join the RCA. 
That congregation has already set 
up another one in Denver. It appears 
sometimes others see strengths in us 
that we overlook ourselves.
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