
Three year appointment, beginning 
September 2010, with the 

possibility of continuation, to fill 
the William Harry Jellema Chair 

in Christian Philosophy. 

Three to four undergraduate courses 
per year. The holder of the chair will be 
a scholar and teacher of considerable 
philosophical distinction whose record 
of publications constitute, or strongly 
promise, a substantial contribution to 
Christian philosophy. Areas of special-
ization might include positive and nega-
tive apologetics, philosophical theology, 
issues of metaphysics and epistemol-
ogy in relation to Christian faith, and 
Christian theories of culture, politics, 
and morality. The holder of the chair 
will be someone who has also demon-
strated excellence in undergraduate 
teaching. Women and minority candi-
dates are encouraged to apply. EEOE. 
Calvin College is a comprehensive lib-
eral arts college in the Reformed tradi-
tion of historic Christianity. Applicants 
should express their understanding of 
and serious commitment to this tradi-
tion in the letter of application. For fur-
ther information about Calvin College, 
its tradition, and faculty requirements 
go to www.calvin.edu. The committee 
will begin reviewing applications on De-
cember 11, 2009. Send letter of applica-
tion, CV, writing sample, three letters of 
reference, and evidence of undergradu-
ate teaching effectiveness to:  

Dr. Gregory Mellema
Chair of Search Committee
Department of Philosophy

3201 Burton SE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49546 

NOVEMBER 200922 PERSPECTIVES NOVEMBER 2009 PERSPECTIVES 23

Conclusion

 I sense a coalescing by a majority in the 
RCA around several principles. First, we have 
a strong collective sense of being called to fol-
low Christ in mission to the world, with the 
mission field stretching from our backyard 
outward. Second, we take seriously Christ’s 
admonition that we should love one another 
so that the world may know we are his dis-
ciples—that we accept what some others see 
as “messiness” in the service of working to-
gether on a shared mission. Third, we take 
theological discussions seriously. Fourth, we 
know that Christians who are different from 
us have a lot to teach us. And finally, we are 
called to be a multiracial denomination even 
though that has been relatively unusual in 
American society. Granting the different con-
texts the RCA has experienced historically, 
I think these principles represent us in the 
past at our best. 
  I do not wish to ignore the parts of Lu-
idens’ analysis that correctly point out how 
much the RCA has changed and how hard 
that process has been, nor how much work 
remains. But I believe that the denomination 
is revitalizing itself faster than most realize. 
This changed RCA is likely to last because 
its revitalization comes from an inside move-
ment grounded in new realities and draw-
ing on our long-term strengths—especially 
a seriousness about working with our fellow 
Christians within a relational structure and 
with some reasonable but not overly rigid 
boundaries.
 The RCA ship as we knew it in 1970 or even 
1980 indeed lies imploded on the ocean bottom, 
never to return. And about that sinking I would 
endorse a slightly amended version of Luidens’ 
view: blame has been “placed on individu-
als, groups, and policies; some of it” has been 
“personal and nasty, and much of it” is “dead 
wrong.” Many in the post-World War II mainline 
Protestant denominations expected to remain 
in elite staterooms on a never-ending cruise. For 
the end of that era we can use diagnosis but not 
recriminations.
 But I wouldn’t suggest that you look for 
the current RCA vessel where the old one 
sank anytime soon. Why would you find the 
living among the dead? 

continued from page 18: Using Historic 
Strength to Make New Glue


