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ing animals in the way they farm. They 
have learned a specific farming para-
digm that is undergirded by the agricul-
tural industry, educational institutions, 
and government subsidies.  The people I 
know in farming are doing what others 
(seed companies, chemical companies, 
the farmers’ co-ops, etc.) are telling them 
to do to survive.  For many it is a mar-
ket choice—not a lifestyle or faith issue.  
The people I talk with are very concerned 
that all sides of this issue are represent-
ed fairly so their way of life is not reduced 
to the one or two operators who give them 
a bad reputation.

Sheryl:  Personally, I think it’s easier to 
talk about this issue in the bigger cities.  
I’m a vegetarian in the largest pork-pro-
ducing county in the United States.  Peo-
ple think I’m a joke.

John:  Funny, people think I’m a joke 
too—they don’t think my farm will last.

Sheryl:  I understand that we are talk-
ing about people’s livelihood.  The key is 
trying to find common ground so we can 

have a conversation without offending 
each other.  This happens when we know 
people, when we have relationships with 
people.  These types of discussions can 
only happen in the context of a commu-
nity where I’m willing to listen because 
I know somebody.  The church should 
be the safest place to have these con-
versations, yet for me it seems to be the 
scariest.

John:  I agree.  This is a conversation that 
needs to be done carefully out of concern 
and respect for everyone involved.

Sheryl:  The church needs to be an im-
portant part of the conversation, encour-
aging the dialogue between people who 
may disagree, but the church should also 
promote stewardship by helping the com-
munity reflect upon the biblical and theo-
logical issues related to food production.  
One small way in which the Christian 
community can get involved is through 
supporting CSAs, community gardens, 
and local farmers markets.  This is just 
a small step in helping people begin to 
think about these issues. 
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