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22 percent would not vote for a Mormon. Certainly that confirms a barrier for 
Romney and Huntsman.

Yet a remarkable number of Latter-Day Saints have served in high public offices. 
Ezra Taft Benson was Eisenhower’s secretary of agriculture for all eight years. 
Terrel Howard Bell was Reagan’s secretary of education, and Brent Scowcroft was 
his foreign-policy advisor, in addition to serving as national security advisor under 
Presidents Gerald Ford and George H. W. Bush. Mormon US senators include Bob 
Bennett, Jake Garn, and Orrin Hatch of Utah, and Harry Reid of Nevada. Jon 
Huntsman and Mitt Romney were state governors, as was Mitt’s father, George. 
Stewart Udall was a congressman and secretary of the interior under Presidents 
Kennedy and Johnson. Numerous Mormons have served in the US House and 
a great many more in state legislatures and local governments. Most have been 
conservative on cultural issues like abortion and marriage. Rarely have scandal or 
corruption besmirched their public performances. 

We who proclaim Christ as Lord hold a theology that is different from fellow 
Americans who are Latter-Day Saints. But in moral living, among both adherents 
and political practitioners, Mormons affirm the same commitments that we hold 
dear. If that is cultism at work, we should learn from it. Certainly we can support 
it with our votes.  

Jack R. Van Der Slik is professor emeritus of political studies and public affairs for the 
University of Illinois at Springfield.

SENIOR PASTOR
River Terrace Church is an energetic, multi-generational, spiritually diverse 
Christian Reformed church, located on the edge of the Michigan State 
University campus.  As a congregation we seek to cultivate hearts and minds 
to flourish in Christ.  Responsibilities of the Senior Pastor include preaching, 
worship, and leadership as pastor of the congregation and head of staff.  More 
info at www.riverterrace.org  Send resumes and letters of interest by March 
1, 2012 to:  

Search Committee
River Terrace Church

509 River Terrace Drive
East Lansing, MI 48823 

or search@riverterrace.org
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