
 

“What is more, I consider 

everything a loss compared to the 

surpassing greatness of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose 

sake I have lost all things.” 
Philippians 3:8 (NIV) 
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Welcome From Bruce 
We bring you this edition of the Farwest Harvest with the hope that 

Jesus is alive and real to you today, especially during this 

Easter season.  In this issue you’ll find fresh stories 

proclaiming the Good News that our Saviour transforms 

lives.  From across the Region we’ve heard stories of 

conversions and Baptisms celebrated just last Sunday.  May 

you be inspired to follow Jesus all the more as you reflect on the 

power of the Gospel. 

Crystal Cathedral reaches new people for Christ 
The Crystal Cathedral realized that they had an untapped opportunity to 

reach hundreds of people for Christ without leaving their campus.  With 

all of the visitors who walk through the glass doors and on to the floor 

of the Cathedral there was only one thing left to do, invite them to stay 

for a friendly visit after the service.  After the church service each 

Sunday morning Juan Carlos Ortiz, Interim Pastor, would say in gracious 

tones of welcome, “near or far, we want to meet you today.”  This 

simple invitation to join him for a private meeting with other visitors 

who received a gift and prayer if they 

desired, led to an interesting discovery… 

people visit the Cathedral every weekend 

who need Jesus. 

The interim staff decided that they would 

take the invitation one step further and 

invite their new friends to a New Life group 

where they could examine the claims of 



 

Christ in a non-threatening, instructive environment where they could 

have their questions answered.  For the first class, 900 invitations went 

out to the visitors.  Sixty-five responded.  Of those 65, all of them signed 

up for another class or small group opportunity following the New Life 

Class. 

According to Rick Mysse, interim leader,  “We have One Hundred 

Thousand people a year visit the Cathedral.  We saw this as a great 

opportunity to invite people to come back for another visit.”  

Apparently people were glad to receive a warm welcome and a smile.  

The kingdom of God advances on small inspirations like a friendly and a 

prayer.  For more go click here. 

 

Holy Week Includes Prayer and Healing at Good 

Shepherd Church 
Good Shepherd Church in Lynnwood, WA hosted Tim Vink, national 

Coordinator for Church Multiplication for their Northwest Prayer and 

Healing conference in preparation for Holy Week.  Church members and 

visitors from three counties came to listen, pray, receive healing and 

learn. Following an epoch day of missed flights and travel delays Vink 

arrived in time to conclude the Friday 

evening meetings.  The conference 

continued on Saturday with a special 

prayer and healing service that evening. 

Pastor Tim Schaaf of Good Shepherd 

reported that focus of their teaching 

time was the gospel.  He said, “We 

learned that the key to a powerful 

prayer ministry is recovering the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ.  The goal for our Easter services is to preach nothing but 

Christ and him crucified.  The resurrection demonstrates the power of 

this Gospel. ” 

One of the gifts for the church is a greater sense of expectancy that God 

will continue to do more of what started during the Holy Week.  The 

church has increased their intentional efforts to invite people to receive 

healing prayer.  Prayer and Spiritual Empowerment has been a focus of 

the church for the last half year.  To find out more about Good Shepherd 

and the ministry of prayer and healing click here. 

http://regenme.org/2009/02/17/people-in-glass-houses-shouldn%e2%80%99t-throw-stones/#more-20
http://www.cgschurch.com/grow/northwest-prayer--healing-seminar/


 

Synod Leaders Consider the Power of the Gospel 

to Change Lives 
At the February 2009 meeting of Farwest Synod leaders, Sam Downing, 

from City Church in Denver brought a word of encouragement about 

the Centrality of the Gospel.  Referring to Philippians 3:4-9, Sam focused 

on the words “Forgetting what is behind, I press on…” and asked “What 

is worthy of our best effort?” 

 

The discussion wrapped together two important 

ideas regarding  the Centrality of the Gospel and what we will do as 

leaders to make the Good News central to every ministry we engage in.  

To consider more deeply how the Gospel message must impact every 

aspect of our personal lives and ministry, Downing encouraged  the 

Synod leaders to check out the Article “The Centrality of the Gospel” by 

Tim Keller. 

Synod leaders concluded in prayer.  “Lord, may you be lifted up in our 

lives and every church in the Farwest Region.”  May it be so. 

Training Dates 
Date Event and Place 

May 8/9. Church Multiplication with Tim Vink 
Calvary Church - Ripon, CA 95366 
Detailsé  

Resource 
 Everyone likes to be involved in things they’re good at.  We can 

all think back to our school years and recall subjects and activities we 

looked forward to – and others we dreaded.  Some of us wished that PE 

stood for “permanently excused”; others wished it was held twice a day, 

every day.  Some of us were glad when art was no longer required; for 

others, art class was the highlight of our day. It’s probably accurate to 

say our feelings about those subjects had a lot to do with what we were 

good at doing. 

Warm-up Question  (10 minutes) 

Complete the statement:  During my school-age years, I came to se that 

I was good at… (name one or two things) and not so good at… 

http://download.redeemer.com/pdf/learn/resources/Centrality_of_the_Gospel-Keller.pdf


The Obama family has a new 

puppy at the White House.  His 

his name is:  

a. Boo   

b. Bo   

c. Bobama. 

(Answer Below) 

b. 
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