
Greetings from Japan!

The last Christmas celebration for 2009 was held yesterday for the youth
with a time of worship followed by lunch, fellowship, skits, and games.
Many of the youth who attended, I taught in the preschool Sunday school
class so it was wonderful to see how they have grown.

Christmas Eve I spent making tree shaped cookies to go with the cards a
former student helped me make. On Christmas morning, I got up early and
walked to the train station with my 120 cookies and cards, being careful
not to slip on the ice. I caught the 8:17 train, the 9:31 bus, and arrived a
little before 10:00 at the Christian Nursing Home. I went from room to
room with one of the caregivers and visited each of the residents. This is
the 26th time I have visited during the Christmas season and I look forward
to it every year.

In the evening I attended the candle light service and potluck supper at the
Nopporo church. One hundred thirty-seven gathered. I walked in the door
at the same time as a young lady who greeted me and kindly said her
name as I did not recognize her. She had been a Sunday school student 25
years ago and works for a confectionary that is run by a former student of
mine at the high school. A former Sunday school student sat behind me
with her three year old who was so excited about Christmas. Her grandfa-
ther, whom I taught with at the high school, patiently answered her ques-
tions. It was a wonderful time of fellowship. I gave out more than 60
Advent calendars this year and many of the children that I gave them to
came to celebrate Christmas.
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• Population: 127,333,000
• Size: 377,835 square miles

(slightly smaller than California)
• Major religions: 84 percent

Shinto and Buddhist, 16 percent
other (0.7 percent Christian)

Japan facts:
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“The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him.” —Nahum 1:7 (KJV)

Christmas worship

Preschool Christmas pageant



The Christmas pageants acted out by the preschool children were beauti-
ful. They practice so hard and learn their parts so well. Their little singing
voices are so beautiful and their little faces beam with joy! I was able to
celebrate with three different preschools and had the opportunity to get to
know the parents better.

It’s been cold and we have snow but the bad weather is to arrive tomorrow
and may interfere with the celebration of the New Year, which is the main
celebration in Japanese society. The churches in the nearby city of Sapporo
have a joint service that I plan to attend if the weather permits. As every-
one is busy with family it is a quiet time for me and sometimes a bit lone-
ly. However, I try to use the time to catch up on things including corre-
spondence. Years ago all the stores closed but that is no longer the case.

It hardly seems possible that 2009 is nearly over, but I am very thankful for
the many blessings including the opportunity to visit all but one of my sup-
porting churches during the short three-month home assignment. I am
thankful for the prayers and ask for your continued prayers as I continue to
serve. May God richly bless each of you in the New Year as you seek to
follow His will.

In Christ.

Cornelia Roghair

To access extensive information about Cornelia, or to make a financial gift for this ministry,
simply go to www.rca.org/roghair.

Did you know that you can receive Dear Friends letters directly to your own email and that by
doing so you are helping RCA Global Mission be a good steward of your gifts?

To sign up, contact Eva Fennema at (800) 968-3943 or efennema@rca.org.
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