The Evangelical Church of the Republic of Niger (EERN
is its acronym in French) is the RCA’s mission partner in
Niger. Founded shortly after Niger’s national independ-
ence in 1961, EERN is the oldest and largest Protestant
denomination in this Muslim-majority (98 percent)
country.

Located in the Sahara Desert, Niger is the world’s poorest
country (177th out of 177 on the United Nations
Development Program’s Human Development Index, a
composite measure of life expectancy, education, and
living standard), and 50 percent of its population is under
the age of 15. EERN ministries reflect this context: they
focus on evangelization, education, health, and community
development.

Tom Johnson, an international development specialist,
and his wife, Aichatou, represent RCA missions in Niger.
They have two daughters, Marie-Florence and Laurey.

Dear Friends,

—y*‘ As 2006 comes
we draw close to
those we love,

would like to wish all of
you a merry Christmas and

l \ to a close and
the Johnson family
a happy new year.

I'd like to share some
thoughts of a Ghanaian the-
ologian and former Muslim, Dr.
John Azumah, who just came to

visit the Church in Niger recently.

These observations seem quite appro-
priate during Christmastime as we remember the birth of
our Savior and the wise men who saw a light shining in
the East and had to go see what it was all about.

Dr. Azumah spoke to some of Niger’s student evangelists,
many of whom come from Muslim families themselves.
He told these men and women to live as light before
their Muslim families and neighbors and not to worry
about the words they would say or the arguments they
would advance in presenting Christ. Living a Christian
life before others would be the most remarkable testimo-
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ny they could offer. Such a “silent witness” would prompt
curiosity and then a desire to know more about the peace
and assurance that illuminate their lives. The world longs
for but does not possess such attributes, which are freely
given to those who put their confidence in Jesus Christ,
the “light of the world” (John 9:5). Future believers,
Azumah proposed, would come to them asking ques-
tions, and that would result in opportunities to share
Christ. All those who follow Christ are called to be this
“light,” whether in Muslim Africa or on Main Street,
U.S.A. Our season of Advent reminds us how and why
the “light” came into the world.

The Johnson family is starting to make plans to leave
Niger’s capital city, Niamey, where we've lived for the
past three years. We are moving to rural Maradi, the site
of Dogon Gao Bible School (10 miles from town). We're
currently looking at a late January or early February 2007
moving date. We've enjoyed Niamey and what it has
offered for us and our children (particularly all the baby
supplies one needs with newborns and infants), but we
know that the next stage of our ministry is not here.

We do not look forward at all to packing and hauling our
things about 400 miles to the school. | have had 11 dif-
ferent living arrangements since coming to Niger in 2002,
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and as a family we have moved each year to a different
house. Yet this next move promises some medium- to
long-term stability. We have a house there (it still needs a
few repairs and finishing touches). Electricity (beyond a
solar system) should come within the next few months
(the funds were delivered to the state power company),
and by March there should be running water from a solar
and wind-pump system that RCA volunteers from north-
west lowa are coming to set up. One more pleasant sur-
prise: the wireless phone system can pick up the signal
from Maradi at the school, meaning we’ll have Internet
access, too! Even in Africa, the bush is no longer quite as
“undeveloped” as it once was. I've read the biographies
of many early mission pioneers who did remarkable
things in a pre-modern world and I'm just glad God
called us to missions in the early 21st century!

Before the house is ready to be lived in, it needs the fol-
lowing: an interior coat of oil-based paint to repel the
lizards that are now staying on the walls (oil-based is too
slippery for them to stay); new glass windows, which
were never included in the original bid, as the current
metal louvered windows can’t keep out dust or rain; a
perimeter woven wire fence for protection from sheep
and goats and to keep the children safe; plus some sort of
floor treatment (either an epoxy or vinyl tiles) for the
house’s floors, which are now simply cement. If you
would like to contribute, please direct funds to the
Reformed Church in America, P.O. Box 19381, Newark,
NJ 07195-1938. In Canada, send them to Regional Synod
of Canada, 1985 Beke Rd., R.R. #4, Cambridge, ON N1R
5S5. Please make checks payable to “Reformed Church
in America” and indicate “Johnson House Expansion” on
the memo line of the check.

The move will result in some major adjustments for our
family. Marie-Florence will need to give up preschool,

although we hope at some point to have an RCA volun-
teer help us with the kids” education. It is still uncertain

what Aichatou’s role will be, although raising our children
is her premier concern at the moment. We’ll no longer be
in the same town as many of Aichatou’s close family
members. Our shopping selection will be drastically
reduced, as Maradi does not offer the wide variety one
can (usually) find in Niamey. We'll also have to make the
adjustment from living on our quiet Niamey side street to
an almost village-like setting where everyone feels they
can come in and greet you at any time.

Our specific duties at the school are to help it accomplish
its mission of preparing “transformation agents” who are
capable of bringing the gospel to Niger’s villages. They
should be capable of living out a witness that demon-
strates the “holistic manner” of Christ’'s redemption of the
world, which is now mired in sin and poverty. We're
going to have some serious challenges before us as many
components of this vision are missing, not functioning
well, or sorely misconceived. Yet we know this is what
God is calling us to do now. As many of you may know,
this was to be my (Tom’s) original assignment, which was
delayed due to marriage, educational commitments, and
the birth of two little girls. As we are reminded in
Ecclesiastes 3, there is a time for everything, and it finally
feels like now is the time to begin this task.

Prayers and Praises

e Give thanks for Greg and Susan S. of the Twin Cities,
who spent almost three weeks with us in November.
Greg is a physical therapist who is making his third trip
to Niger and is seriously exploring how he and his wife
can conduct ministry here through physical therapy
education and practice. Pray that God will guide them
in this process.

Give thanks for the first birthday of our daughter,
Laurey, on November 2. Both she and her sister are
doing well, although the dusty environment of Niger
does bring a lot of colds, coughs, and other minor
respiratory problems for all of us.

e Pray for us as we transition out of Niamey and into our
next ministry assignment at Dogon Gao Bible School.
Pray that God will make Dogon Gao a very welcoming
home for us that will be filled with love and good
memories.

Give thanks for God’s peace after Tom dropped his
Ph.D. studies in international development due to time
limitations. Pray for Aichatou’s medical studies, which
are not yet complete.

Merry Christmas,
-~
o andl Richot

Tom, Aichatou, Marie-Florence, and Laurey Johnson
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