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T|" AT body of Christians, whose present official title

3 “The Reformed Church i America,™ hasg, during
itz I11-:-1r_'. been known by various mames. The letters
from Holland addressed to the early churches of this
body i America called them “The Reformed DDasch
Churehes in New York and MNew Jersey.” With the ex-
pansion of the depomination after the Revoliutionary was
the title appears as “The Reformed Dutelh Charches im
Morth Ameriea.” At the adoption’of the Constivition,
i I:'J_-"_ the aame H'.rl]:-|-:'-'.'|'-:|. 'i:|1"i||i."|:|'l.'|.|_|:.' i e minutes
of Syvnod is "The Dutch Beformisd Church in MNorth
wmerica.”  But the name on the title page of the first
edition of the Constitution, printed in 1793, is "The Re-
formed Dutch Church in the United States of America”
The same name wa wsed in '.h::;ﬁmd_ edition, m 1817
In subsequent editions appears' *The Refd. Dutch Ch. of
North America™ " ;

Tn the Act of Incorporation, i 1819, the titde 45 “The!
Belormed Protestant Dutch'aChieesh, '™ This tlien became;
the official mame of the 'I._'l'l'l:l.fci.. ‘Dllﬂﬂ.g Sthe midilla
decades of the nineteenth century the Church with its
fellows was subjected to the fosion of the great New
Warld |1.|."|I!|r|.5 Ih:.._ it which ‘thf,'s" were all cast, and
became thoroughly Americanized, - After 1840 the senti-
et l|-e'1.'-.'|-e:-|:|ﬂ! that the word “Dutch® was no longer
appropriate in the title, Nearly a generation of discus-?
sion  [ollowed, and @Smc1BG67 the word “Duteh” was
deopped, and the official #itle became “Th: Reformed™
Church in Americasfee s

Asg fossils preservedan rock testify 0 the process of
creation, =0 these varions terms, employed in the name
of the chuech, reveal the progress ofithe Reformed
Church in Am:ril;n fI'I:I-'HI its  infamey To, itz present
maturity. ¥

Considering 'HH:: tnh'ra.m Lu.i'-‘.ﬂﬂ.'ﬂ" “in North
vmerica,” and I8 the United: Stases, " g quivalent, five
component elements e found nthe-full titde of th
Church,  Arranging the=gtin chronological sequence the
name obtained wis, "The Dutch Protestant RBeformed
Church in New YWork and Mew Jersey i America,”
Each of these words and ph:ll.ﬂ:s is the symbol of an im!
portant fact by which the history of the Charch may
iraced.

“I e word “Duteh™ speaks of the people among whom

the Church ariginated, They were the Thileh nalion i
habiting the land of Hallaad,

=

The word “Protestant™ shows that the Chureh be-
longed to that grand division of Chrstians whao profested §
againsg the Roman form of faith and praciice.

The phrase “in New York and New Jersey”™ reveals
the fact that the Church hid been carried from the place
of s seeding across the western =ea, and planted in the
Duteh provinees on either side of the Hodzon River,

“In America” stands for the wider field of s larger
growth, On the American continent it has become one
of the trees of the Kingdom of Christ, hard by the River
of the Water of Life,




