
Responses to the 275th Anniversary Questionnaire

ARIZONA
Glendale - Christ Community
Mesa - Desert Haven Community
Phoenix - Longview
Tempe - Desert Haven Community
Tucson - Rosemont

CALIFORNIA
Buena Park - Christ Community
Canyon Lake - Community
Chino - Chino Valley
Fremont - New Hope Community
Laguna Hills - Lake Hills
Paramount - Emmanuel
Redlands - Bethany
Ripon - Calvary
San Jose - Church of the Chimes
Temecula - Rancho Community
Tulare - Community
Hesperia - Cross Winds
Brantford, Ontario - Bethel

CANADA
Cambridge - Countryside
Grimsby, Ont - Forestview
Langley - Home Church Fraser Valley
Mississauga - Ebenezer
Powell River - Powell River
Richmond - Fujian Evangelical
Saint Albert - Christ Community
Toronto - La Senda Del Amor
Surrey - Grace Community
Woodstock, Ontario - Emmanuel

COLORADO
Colorado Springs - Community
Denver - Christ Community
Denver - Doulos Korean

FLORIDA
Deerfield Beach - Trinity
Saint Petersburg - New Hope

IOWA
Allison - Trinity
Alton - Alton
Aplington - Bethel
Archer - Archer
Cedar Rapids - Cedar Hills Com
Davenport - Christs Family
Des Moines - Bethany

Des Moines - Meredith Drive
Estherville - Crossroads
Hawarden - Community
Hospers - Newkirk
Hull - American
Hull - American
Ireton - First
Knoxville - Celebrate Community
Le Mars - Rejoice! Community Church
Leighton - Ebenezer
Maurice - First
Melvin - First
Newton - Community
Orange City - American
Orange City - First
Orange City - Trinity
Oskaloosa - Central
Pella - First
Pella - Second
Pella - ird
Rock Rapids - First
Rock Valley - First
Sanborn - First
Sheffield - Zion
Sheldon - First
Sibley - First
Stout - Stout
Waterloo - Grace
Waukee - Westview

IDAHO
Wendell - New Life Community

ILLINOIS
Baileyville - Baileyville
Chicago - La Capilla del Barrio
Downers Grove - Downers Grove Com
Forreston - Forreston
Fulton - Second
Fulton - Spring Valley
Fulton - Trinity
German Valley - Silver Creek
Glenwood - Living Springs
Morrison - Ebenezer
Palos Heights - Palos Heights
South Holland - Faith
Saint Anne - First Wichert



INDIANA
De Motte - First
Fort Wayne - Christ’s Com
Gary - Ross

KANSAS
Prairie View - Prairie View

MICHIGAN
Conklin - Conklin
Coopersville - Coopersville
East Lansing - University
Flint - Resurrection
Fremont - Church of the Living Christ
Grand Haven - First
Grand Haven - Haven Shores Community
Grand Rapids - Fifth
Grand Rapids - Hope
Grand Rapids - Orchard Hill
Grand Rapids - Remembrance
Grand Rapids - ird
Grand Rapids - Unity
Hamilton - Hamilton
Holland - Christ Memorial
Holland - First
Holland - Grace
Holland - Hope
Holland - ird
Holland - Trinity
Hudsonville - Covenant
Hudsonville - Fellowship
Hudsonville - Hudsonville
Hudsonville - South Blendon
Jenison - Hagar Park
Kalamazoo - Greenwood
Kalamazoo - Haven
Kalamazoo - North Park
Kalamazoo - Twin Lakes
Lansing - Imanuel
Midland - Midland
Muskegon - Unity
New Era - New Era
Overisel - Overisel
Portage - First
Shelby - New Hope Com
South Haven - Hope
Traverse City - Community of Joy
West Olive - Ottawa
Wyoming - Faith
Zeeland - Beaverdam
Zeeland - First

MINNESOTA
Blomkest - Roseland
Bloomington - Riverside
Eagan - Peace
Hollandale - Hollandale
Luverne - American
Marietta - Antelope Valley
Preston - Greenleafton
Steen - Steen
Worthington - American

NEBRASKA
Hickman - Holland
Winnebago - Winnebago

NORTH DAKOTA
Litchville - First

NEW JERSEY
Bergenfield - Clinton Avenue
Blawenburg - Blawenburg
Bogota - Bogart Memorial
Bridgewater - Bradley Gardens
Clifton - Athenia
Colts Neck - Colts Neck
Little Falls - First
Long Branch - First
Metuchen - Metuchen
Montville - Montville
Nutley - Franklin
Old Tappan - Trinity
Pompton Lakes - Pompton
Saddle Brook - First
South River - First
Union City - First
White House Station - Rockaway
Whiting - Community

NEW YORK
Albany - Bethany
Albany - Bethany
Albany - ird
Altamont - Altamont
East Berne - Berne, Second
Athens - First
Bloomington - United of Rosendale
Brooklyn - Canarsie Community
Brooklyn - Flatbush Dutch
Brooklyn - Flatlands
Brooklyn - Grace
Chatham - First
Clymer - Abbe
Clymer - Clymer Hill
Glenmont - Community



Herkimer - Herkimer
Hopewell Junction - Hopewell
Hurley - Hurley
Kingston - First
Lawyersville - Lawyersville
Long Island City - Steinway
Middleburgh - Middleburgh
New York - Harlem Elmendorf
Port Jervis - Deerpark
Poughkeepsie - Poughkeepsie
Defreestville - Blooming Grove
Rexford - Amity
Rochester - Brighton
Rochester - Lakeview Community
Rochester - Trinity
Roxbury - Jay Gould Memorial
Schenectady - Bellevue
Schoharie - Schoharie
Scotia - First
Sharon - Sharon
Stone Ridge - Marbletown
Warwick - Warwick

OHIO
Brunswick - Brunswick
Cleveland - Calvary

PENNSYLVANIA
Churchville - North and Southampton

SOUTH DAKOTA
Canton - Bethany
Colton - First

VIRGIN ISLANDS
Christiansted, Saint Croix - Saint Croix

WASHINGTON
Lynden - Faith
Lynden - First
Oak Harbor - First

WISCONSIN
Cedar Grove - Faith
Cedar Grove - First
Oostburg - First
Randolph - First
Sheboygan Falls - First
Sheboygan Falls - Gibbsville
Waupun - Alto
Waupun - Emmanuel





ARIZONA

Glendale - Christ Community. Organized: 1962

Significant Events:
1. Our move to a new facility in 1980 to keep up with growth
2. 6 years ago we began a discipleship focus including adults, youth, and children with emphasis on growth 

and stability
3. Our Ministry Audit in early 2001 from which we clearly defined our Mission and Vision

Challenges:
1. Developing Leaders
2. Contemporary Worship as it relates to Community Outreach

Statistics:
 Households: 195 Sunday School: 135
 Total Members: 324 Average Attendance: 326

Phoenix - Longview. Organized: 1950

Significant Events:
1. We were the first RCA church established in Arizona
2. We have mothered 4 new churches in Arizona: Rosemont Community, Christ’s Community, Desert 

Haven, and Glass & Garden. (Our Sunday School payed the Mortgage payments on Christ’s Community 
Churches’ Parsonage.)

3. We celebrated our 50 year Anniversary

Tempe - Desert Haven Community. Organized: 1966

Significant Events:
1. Organization and first building
2. Sale of original facility and four year relocation process
3. Construction of new facility

Challenges:
1. Outgrowing facility
2. Assimilation of new members

Statistics:
 Households: 143 Sunday School: 127
 Total Members: 222 Average Attendance: 354



Tucson - Rosemont. Organized: 1954

Significant Events:
1. Celebrated our 45th Anniversary
2. Start of our after-school program “Truly Remarkable Children” established in 1995
3. Start of “Parents of Little Ones” (POLO) as part of urban ministries established in 2002

Challenges:
1. Lack of church growth; hard to have established organization for church children
2. Finance

Statistics:
 Households: 33 Sunday School: 15
 Total Members: 56 Average Attendance: 50

CALIFORNIA

Buena Park - Christ Community. Organized: 1957

Significant Events:
1. Early and rapid growth of the church in the 1960’s.  Development of a Christian preschool
2. Worship center completed in 1978.  “Cross Roads” youth ministry grows larger than the worshiping 

congregation
3. Church revitalization begins in 1990 under the direction of Pastor Douglas Scholten

Statistics:
 Households: 225 Sunday School: 212
 Total Members: 452 Average Attendance: 354

Canyon Lake - Community. Organized: 1976

Significant Events:
1. Celebrated our 25th anniversary (2001) and having grown from a congregation of 50 to over 1000 during 

that period of time.
2. Have made our mission budget 18% of church’s income and hope to continue to develop a greater 

percentage in the future.
3. Recognized by the city of Canyon Lake as “organization of the year” for the church’s involvement and 

participation in the city.

Challenges:
1. Deciding on how to become a more contagious church to reach the unsaved. Five years ago we decided to 

intentionally make evangelism a priority.
2. Determine the particular age group we need to target-future ministries and land development will depend 

on target group.



Statistics:
 Households: 384 Sunday School: 420
 Total Members: 682 Average Attendance: 850

Chino - Chino Valley. Organized: 1955

Significant Events:
1. Faith and commitment of early church members
2. Lay Witness Mission in 1970s
3. Pastor Robert Van Earden’s 25 year ministry

Challenges:
1. reach more of our community now that the dairy industry is leaving the area
2. finding a new pastor for  the church

Statistics:
 Households: 220 Sunday School: 60
 Total Members: 369 Average Attendance: 270

Fremont - New Hope Community. Organized: 1981

Significant Events:
1. “Phones for You” campaign in 1990
2. 1998: Being on our own property after being non-landed for 18 years
3. 2001: 20th anniversary celebration

Challenges:
1. Working on our Natural Church Development minimum factor of Functional Structures
2. Developing a viable youth ministry. 

Statistics:
 Households: 52 Sunday School: 30
 Total Members: 112 Average Attendance: 110

Paramount - Emmanuel. Organized: 1925

Significant Events:
1. In the 1940s, a Dutch congregation chose to move beyond the Dutch language to the English language so 

we could move toward being a mission church
2. in 1971, our Dutch-American (and now English-speaking) chose to reach outto the community and 

become an “American Congregation.” All types of “European Descent” Americans come into our church. 
We again decide to be a mission church



3. In 1993, our European-American congregation chose to become a multicultural congregation. We again 
chose to be a church in mission.

Challenges:
1. We are seeking to transform the entire educational level of our entire town
2. We are seeking to have our entire town (Paramount) to be known for its commitment to Jesus Christ

Statistics:
 Households: 677 Sunday School: 650
 Total Members: 1030 Average Attendance: 1500

Redlands - Bethany. Organized: 1936

Significant Events:
1. Construction of our present sanctuary in 1960-61
2. Establishment of a Mothers of Pre-Schoolers (MOPS) program which has become an effective outreach 

program for our congregation
3. Number of young members who have gone into full-time Christine service - 8

Challenges:
1. Becoming a growing church with changing demographics in our community
2. Developing and staffing an effective children’s program 

Statistics:
 Households: 107 Sunday School: 80
 Total Members: 192 Average Attendance: 139

Ripon - Calvary. Organized: 1934

Significant Events:
1. Adopting a Vision Plan based upon the Great Commandment and the Great Commission has helped us 

focus on meeting the needs of Church and community people to enter and grow in a relationship with 
Jesus Christ and to go out and share their faith

2. Moving from one traditional service to one blended service and one contemporary service has proven to be 
a path for growth with new families, without alienating our more traditional families. Most people are now 
comfortable in worshipping in other service

3. Moving from one Pastor to a mult-staff ministry has allowed us to meet the deeper spiritiual and program 
needs of families in a wide variety of ways. We praise God that growth and strength have resulted

Challenges:
1. Growth has resulted in a need to expand our facilitites in a fifteen year vision plan to enable us to minister 

to twice as many people in the future. However, our expansion plans are being challenged and opposed in 
the city by our neighbors. We’re praying for God’s will and perservering

2. Keeping ahead of all the expected demands today for quality in every area and finding qualified staff who 
love the Lord and His people is a constant challenge



Statistics:
 Households: 402 Sunday School: 394
 Total Members: 1526 Average Attendance: 626

San Jose - Church of the Chimes. Organized: 1958

Significant Events:
1. 1958+ From Unusual beginnings to viable growing ministry.

Church of the Chimes began in 1958 as 21 committed charter members worshipping at a drive-in 
theatre. On Easter Sunday, 1960, the growing but still fledgling congregation welcomed a capacity crowd 
to its first permanent sanctuary. e church continued to grow but there were some difficult years.  A 
turning point came with the call to Rev. Carl Vogelaar. In Pastor Carl’s 15 year tenure, emphasis was 
placed on evangelism and spiritual growth.  Leadership retreats and training programs emphasized the 
church’s commitment to sharing Christ’s love with each other and with our world, and gave our growing 
congregation a sense of purpose and unity to move toward what God was calling us to become. Rev 
Karl Overbeek built on this work leading the church to further growth, maturity, and innovation while 
expanding its influence into the community and beyond.  Partnerships with organizations such as the 
Billy Graham Crusade, the Willow Creek Association, Lighthouses of Prayer, Christian Communications 
Network, Promise Keepers, and global and local missions partners expanded our worldview. Innovative, 
relevant worship and small group options attracted a new generation of diverse (multi-generational, multi-
cultural) Christ-followers. A major emphasis on community outreach and compassion fueled a passion for 
the lost and hurting in God’s world. Church of the Chimes currently ministers to over 1000 individuals 
with an average weekly worship attendance of 700-800 at its 3 main and 2 targeted celebrations

2. 1996- 2000+ - A vision for Empowering Leadership
Beginning with a commitment to become a “church of small groups” as an essential element of 
transforming lives, Church of the Chimes embraced a radical new leadership model. e introduction 
of its leadership constellation model decentralized leadership without sacrificing accountability and 
alignment with the larger vision, mission, and values of the church as a whole. It provided an environment 
where individuals could focus their leadership in areas of ministry consistent with one’s gifts, interests, and 
skills. It proved to be a better breeding ground for emerging leaders, allowing pastors, Consistory members, 
and the small group leadership structure to partner in ministry leadership

3. 2002+ - A vision for Growth
After several years of working to discern God’s will for CotC and an evolving ministry planning and 
development process, this grass roots work culminated in our giving expression to a vision for growth. 
is vision recognizes but refuses to be limited by our 2.8 acre campus and strict city codes designed to 
control growth.  Our vision is that we are “Bigger than Church of the Chimes”.  We are intentionally 
a “multiplying and sending church” empowering kingdom growth beyond our walls through prayer, 
evangelism, church planting, compassionate outreach, missions, small groups, and innovative leadership 
development.  is is not growth that we can either control or even measure with precision but we rely 
fully on His power to ‘do immeasurably more than we can ask or imagine” (Eph 3:20-21).  We rely on 
discernment and subscribe to Natural Church Growth principles in its fulfillment



Temecula - Rancho Community. Organized: 1968

Significant Events:
1. In our early history became a community church. is helped our people focuson their mission to reach our 

community, while our denomination holds us accountable and with whom we share a broader vision
2. In 1982, we started our preschool and later a Christian school grades K-8. is has had a great impact on 

children, families, and church, as well as our community
3. In 1999, we purchased 40 acres on which to relocate our campus ministry. We have been so blessed to have 

such a positive congregational response and to have been able to secure approval and financing

Challenges:
1. at we build phase one of our proposed family life campus and occupy the facilities by September, 2004
2. at we may have made the necessary staff realignment and training of our congregation to prepare them 

for ministry on our new campus by 2004

Statistics:
 Households: 1400 Sunday School: 1743
 Total Members: 757 Average Attendance: 1550

Tulare - Community. Organized: 1973

Significant Events:
1. Directly started our first daughter church, Sunrise Community, in 1998 with 54 adult members going out 

as part of the new core group on a mission (bi-lingual Spanish-English and the first bi-lingual church in 
the classis)

2. Since 2001, total giving surpasses one million dollars annually, with over 40% going to missions and other 
ministries, including new church starts

3. Forming a mission partnership with a predominantly African-American congregation in our city called 
Brooks Chapel. In six years, the church has grown from 32 to 300, largely by new conversions (70/year for 
the last two years). We give $25,000+ to put their pastor on staff full-time

Challenges:
1. Economy since 9/11 in agriculture very poor (losing $1000s in equity weekly to environmentalist lawsuit 

against the county dairy permit process stopped all new growth for three years
2. “Staffing for growth” includes six staff positions changing in personnel or job description this year.

Statistics:
 Households: 185 Sunday School: 350
 Total Members: 639 Average Attendance: 417

Hesperia - Cross Winds. Organized: 1991

Significant Events:
1. 1995  Bought and moved into our new building, saw 1/3 increase in attendance.  is building has better 

visibility



2. 2000  Planted (birthed) Oasis Community Church in Victorville & sent 80 of our congregation with them
3. 2001  Pastoral transition as founding pastor, Roger Beukelman, took a job with the Classis of California. 

2002  Valiant Rensink became our new pastor

Challenges:
1. Raising new leaders to facilitate Care Groups
2. Increasing membership through evangelism (Contagious Christian)

Statistics:
 Households: 72 Sunday School: 40
 Total Members: 124 Average Attendance: 190

CANADA

Brantford, Ontario - Bethel. Organized: 1950

Significant Events:
1. Move from Burford to Brantford (Woodstock fostered throught this move)
2. Move from Cayuga St. to West St. Better facilities and room for growth. Better visibility
3. Move from pastor-driven agenda to spirit purpose and vision

Challenges:
1. Get rid of “Dutch” image
2. Growth and leadership

Statistics:
 Households: 73 Sunday School: 15
 Total Members: 154 Average Attendance: 125

Cambridge, Ontario - Countryside. Organized: 1956

Significant Events:
1. Organized as a RCA congregation by the Classis of Zeeland on Monday, OCtober 8, 1956. Twenty-six 

(26) families dedicated themsselvess to support this new church.
2. Purchase of an existing church building on St. Andrews Street, Cambridge. e first service was held on 

Septembe5 8, 1957; the building was rededicated on December 5, 1957. THe last service was held on 
August 27, 1989. Subsequently this church building has been torn down. e razing of the faacility marked 
the end of an era.

3. Relocated to Camp Shalom (now Countryside Camp & COnference Centre. A new church building was 
dedeicated “To the GLory of God” on March 22, 1991. e church had a “new” name, a “new” location 
and “new” sense of missions.



Grimsby, Ontario - Forestview. Organized: 

Significant Events:
1. e planting of the church in 1989
2. e leaving of the founding pastor in 2000
3. e finding of our new pastor in 2001

Challenges:
1. Developing and executing effective ways of ministering to the unchurched in one community
2. Fundraising for a new building

Statistics:
 Households: 35 Sunday School: 50
 Total Members: 38 Average Attendance: 79

Langley, British Columbia - Home Church Fraser Valley. Organized: 2002

Significant Events:
1. Grand Opening - September 22, 2002
2. Home-Coming Weekend - Feb. 15-16, 2003 ... three events: a) God’s Love In Action (a clothing give-

away); b) Relationship Development Opportunity (a movie - My Big Fat Greek Wedding) and c) God’s 
Word Proclaimed (God’s Love Has Your Name on it)

3. Elvis Sunday - January 12, 2003.  With Elvis impersonator.  Sermon “How To Find Peace of Mind - What 
Elvis Couldn’t”  Record high attendance of 171

Challenges:
1. Faithfulness in an age of pluralism
2. Giving a high-touch welcome (acceptance) to all, and yet not implying approval of life-style

Statistics:
 Households: 30 Sunday School: 47
 Total Members: 120 Average Attendance: 100

Mississauga, Ontario - Ebenezer. Organized: 1956

Significant Events:
1. Founding of Ebenezer congregation in 1956
2. Opening of Ebenezer in present location, Mississauga, Feb. 24, 1960
3. Organ donated in 2000



Powell River, British Columbia - Powell River. Organized: 1991

Significant Events:
1. Organized as a Reformed Church in 1991
2. Securing a church building
3. A successful Project Hope which enabled us to reduce our mortgage payments to a manageable level

Richmond, British Columbia - Fujian Evangelical. Organized: 1987

Significant Events:
1. Affiliation with RCA on December 13, 1987
2. Dedication of Sanctuary and Gym on September 18, 1994 with Rev. Wesley
3. Rev. David Tsai started ministry as Associate Pastor in July, 2002

Challenges:
1. Inclusion of Mandarin speaking ministry in addition to Minnanese
2. Funding for annex building project

Statistics:
 Households: 48 Sunday School: 111
 Total Members: 105 Average Attendance: 262

Saint Albert, Alberta - Christ Community. Organized: 1981

Significant Events:
1. Formation of congregation in November, 1981
2. Purchase of first building in 1987
3. Construction of new building by members, 1996

Challenges:
1. Reach more of our community for Christ
2. Meet the challenge of changing congregational demographic. 

Statistics:
 Households: 49 Sunday School: 42
 Total Members: 112 Average Attendance: 90



Toronto, Ontario - La Senda Del Amor. Organized: 1997

Significant Events:
1. In 1994 the Hispanic church La Senda and Agape church united as one church now called  La Senda del 

Amor
2. In year 2000 we started a Mission La Senda del Amor in Dirianba, Nicaragua, which is growing and we 

helped to build its own local church
3. We have started eological Seminary to prepare our members within the church.

Surrey, British Columbia - Grace Community. Organized: 1958

Significant Events:
1. In 1958 we were organized as a Reformed Church of America, it’s membership was Dutch immigrants
2. In 1984 we bcame a Community Church and changed the name to Grace Community Church
3. In 1987 we moved to a bigger church building at our present address

Challenges:
1. To reach the community for Christ
2. Getting a new pastor

Statistics:
 Households: 27 Sunday School: 15
 Total Members: 45 Average Attendance: 72

COLORADO

Colorado Springs - Community. Organized: 1986

Significant Events:
1. e purchase of six acres of land in 1986, and the construction of our current facility in 1990
2. Our daughter congregation, Forest Ridge Community Church, began services in 1999 with Rev. Tim 

Miller as senior pastor. FRCC is located in Monument, Colorado
3. Our ever-expanding world mission focus with several trips to Honduras, Hungary, Mexico, and new this 

year, Tanzania where a joint team from Springs Community and Christ Community Church in Welland, 
Ontario prayer walked through Dar es Salaam, the capital city

Challenges:
1.  Facilities. Should we build at our current location, maximizing our property while trying to buy adjacent 

land? Or do we relocate to another property and build a new facility?
2. Finances. Continued challenges on expanding our ministry and facility while being wise stewards

Statistics:
 Households: 542 Sunday School: 300
 Total Members: 346 Average Attendance: 541



Denver - Christ Community. Organized: 1954

Significant Events:
1. Moving to the current facility (1964) for better visibility and into a growing community
2. Making a commitment to outreach and living that out by: a) an addition to our facility to provide space for 

outreach ministries; b) Changing the worship times and styles; c) Allowing a Korean congregation to use 
our facility

3. Including women in the leadership (both council and pastoral) of the church

Challenges:
1. How do we best encourage spiritual growth among members and retain members when we are a diverse 

(especially age) congregation?
2. How do we reach the community groups that use our facility?

Statistics:
 Households: 117 Sunday School: 80
 Total Members: 268 Average Attendance: 150

Denver - Doulos Korean. Organized: 

Significant Events:
1. e establishment of the congregation on March 1, 1992, and the entry into the RCA as a mission 

congregation on October 5, 1992
2. e cooperation with Christ Community Church (RCA) in the shared use of its facility
3. e resignation of the founding pastor, Young Yoo, and the call of Kang Chul Lee as pastor beginning in 

December, 2002

Challenges:
1. Christian education of second generation Koreans
2. e establishment of a daily, early morning prayer meeting

Statistics:
 Households: 30 Sunday School: 45
 Total Members: 45 Average Attendance: 60

FLORIDA

Deerfield Beach - Trinity. Organized: 1960

Significant Events:
1. Intentional ministry to children has been a strong focus since Trinity was founded 42 years ago
2. Joint effort with a local Christian outreach program in providing food and social service resource 

information to the poor in Deerfield Beach



3. Major ongoing renovation of interior and exterior of facilities to continue our mission of connecting in a 
positive manner with our local community

Challenges:
1. Need laborers for the Harvest
2. Maintaining our Reformed presence in a community heavily influenced by Armenian thought

Statistics:
 Households: 33 Sunday School: 55
 Total Members: 41 Average Attendance: 59

Saint Petersburg - New Hope. Organized: 1955

Significant Events:
1. e church was founded in 1955 as the first Reformed church in Florida
2. In 1992, it was decided not to close the church and sought to be a vibrant church with blended worship 

service reaching out to a diverse community
3. In 2002, we changed our name from Bethany Reformed Church to New Hope Church

Challenges:
1. How to have a vibrant ministry in a primarily retired community that addresses the Gospel to all people 

while meeting the needs of people with many pains and limited exposure to the Gospel
2. Being faithful to the Reformed tradition where very few people have any idea of what that is

Statistics:
 Households: 34 Sunday School: 35
 Total Members: 70 Average Attendance: 70

IOWA

Allison - Trinity. Organized: 1948

Significant Events:
1. Establishment ot this church 55 years ago (only RCA church in the community)
2. Growing involvement in missions
3. Effective outreach to area youth through our church youth group

Challenges:
1. On-going ministry in a declining population rural town
2. Loss of young people to colleges and careers in the larger city

Statistics:
 Households: 120 Sunday School: 65
 Total Members: 270 Average Attendance: 150



Alton - Alton. Organized: 1877

Significant Events:
1. e church was originally founded by the Dutch in 1877. e Dutch language was the official language 

until 1936 when the English language become the official language for all the church services
2. In 1935 the communion service took on a different look when the Common Cup was replaced by 

individual cups. is was quite a change for many people in the congregation
3. In 1978 a new church building was erected at the cost of about $500,000.00 compared to the price of the 

original building built in 1878 for $5125.00

Aplington - Bethel. Organized: 1887

Significant Events:
1. We have been very active in helping new church starts
2. We have grown in size, even though we are a rural congregation. Actually, we had to add on at least two 

times because we ran out of room
3. We have never been without a pastor for more than one year

Challenges:
1. Continuing growing in a declining rural population
2. Getting more people involved using gifts and talents

Statistics:
 Households: 102 Sunday School: 75
 Total Members: 325 Average Attendance: 146

Archer - Archer. Organized: 1900

Significant Events:
1. Susan Brink, long term missionary members of this church, to Japan. Don DeKok, first “church planting” 

missionary to local area of East and West Sioux Classes
2. Celebrated our one-hundredth anniversary
3. New sanctuary in 1971 with educational rooms added in 1991

Challenges:
1. Continued growth in a shrinking population area
2. Providing spiritual guidance to a wide variety of membership backgrounds 

Statistics:
 Households: 63 Sunday School: 60
 Total Members: 202 Average Attendance: 110



Cedar Rapids - Cedar Hills Com. Organized: 1959

Significant Events:
1. Since our organization in 1959 we have faithfully procalimed the gospel
2. A number of years ago we began to offer seminars that intentioanlly focus on connecting with needs in the 

community
3. We began to offer multiple worship srvices to reach more people

Davenport - Christs Family. Organized: 1978

Significant Events:
1. e sanctuary and education classroom expansion was completed in April, 1998
2. e church property is debt free. e mortgage was Paid In Full on 31 March 2003
3. e 25th Anniversary celebration was held on 12 April 2003

Des Moines - Bethany. Organized: 1944

Significant Events:
1. e church, first known as “North Des Moines Community Church,” was established in 1942 with four 

families. First communion service was celebrated on January 14, 1945
2. Name change was approved and recorded in the secretary of state, De Moines, Iowa, on May 12, 1955, to 

Bethany Reformed Church. On October 20, 1963, a service was held for the laying of the cornerstone of 
our present faciltiy

3. On August 28, 1999, a celebration and service was held for the purpose of burning of the final mortgage 
for our church as it stands today

Challenges:
1. Vision committee is pursuing the possibility of a “Family Life Center” for the purpose of being a greater 

mission in the community
2. Meeting all budget needs in these trying economic times. Also hiring a youth coordinator

Statistics:
 Households: 106 Sunday School: 116
 Total Members: 166 Average Attendance: 148

Des Moines - Meredith Drive. Organized: 1944

Significant Events:
1. e Active Confirmed membership of our church has been higher than the previous year each and every 

year for the past 30+ years
2. 1999-2002 special financial campaign which raised over $1,000,000 for missions. (Our Forward In 

Mission Campaign)



3. Our current commitment to being “one congregation worshipping in two locations.”  We launched a 
second site, e Bridge, in September of 2002 that is located five miles from our Meredith Drive campus.  
We have land for facilities 6 miles from the current campus on which we hope to build by the fall of 2005

Challenges:
1. e financial challenge of building a second campus over the next 3 years
2. How to live out the “one congregation in two locations” concept 

Statistics:
 Households: 680 Sunday School: 750
 Total Members: 1831 Average Attendance: 941

Estherville - Crossroads. Organized: 

Significant Events:
1. Will celebrate one year as worshiping congregation on June 8, 2003
2. Received first class of founding members on April 7, 2003
3. First adult baptism on April 7, 2003

Challenges:
1. Finding our permanent founding pastor
2. Finding a more permanent facility in which to worship

Statistics:
 Households: 29 Sunday School: 25
 Total Members: 58 Average Attendance: 125

Hawarden - Community. Organized: 1957

Significant Events:
1. Establishment as an RCA congregation in 1957
2. Beginning an outdoor music service on Sunday evenings in the 1970’s.  e service draws people from 

many neighboring communities to hear worshipful music together in an outdoor setting

Challenges:
1. Discernment of God’s call for ministry
2. Expanding our outreach to the community

Statistics:
 Households: 65 Sunday School: 65
 Total Members: 145 Average Attendance: 100



Hull - American. Organized: 1921

Significant Events:
1. Switching from the Dutch language to English
2. Paying of debt of church building during depression
3. Started catechism programs for grades 1-6 in about 1985

Challenges:
1. Building program - space
2. Sunday night service - continue it or not?

Statistics:
 Households: 128 Sunday School: 165
 Total Members: 413 Average Attendance: 200

Ireton - First. Organized: 1913

Significant Events:
1. Our church was founded in the spring of 1912 when 3 neighbor ladies decided that they would like their 

children to be trained in the Reformed Faith. is discussion led to a Sunday School where the women 
taught the children, and two of the men were Superintendent and Treasurer. “Following the Sunday 
School, a business meeting was held and plans laid to meet some place in Ireton and seek others of our 
faith who might live near Ireton to join the group. there were present at this meeting eighteen parents 
and thirty children. Women and children took part in the discussion as well as the men.” -- A Historical 
Resume of the beginning of the First Reformed Church.

2. “Rev. De Pree (of Sioux Center)came in the latter part of August (1912)and had a meeting among the 
men, women not allowed, to organize the church as was the custom of the day. this did not sit too well 
with the women but they forged ahead with the Sunday School. We raised money, secured some new song 
books, and bought some up-to-date supplies. We used the English language. Rev. De Pree took up the 
matter with the Reformed Classis, especially of help with ministers. 
 
 “e Classis, then predominately Dutch, sent for pastors. All were determined to have the congregation 
use the Holland language, both in church and Sunday School. is led to considerable friction. the English 
language was ruled out. Because of this, many of the early day members left the church and went to other 
congregations where the English language was used and women were given equal right with men.”  -- A 
Historical Resume of the beginning of the First Reformed Church.
 
It seems clear that the controversy continued to boil because later we read in the Historical resume of the 
beginning of the First Reformed Church, about the first called pastor Rev. D. Scholten.

“Rev. D. Scholten, served from February, 1914 till September, 1914. He had studied in the Netherlands, 
married there and migrated to America. He stated that the meetings held were invalid in the eyes of 
the Board because the standards of the Reformed Chruch did not allow women to hold the office (of ) 
secretary. e secretary then was Mrs. Gale Bergsma and also many of the meetings were presided over by 
Elders.”
 
But these controversies slowly died away and the church grew slowly for decades.



3. e building of the first church building was begun on March 6, 1958, and with the help of a large number 
of volunteers. e church progressed rapidly and the completed building was dedicated on December 8, 
1959. We still worship in the same building today.

Challenges:
1. Our younger families do not seem to have the same commitment level to the organization and life of the 

church that our older families do. is leads to fewer and fewer people asked to do more and more things, 
which is not healthy for the volunteers or for the church.

2. We are in a community that has substantially changed over the last 15 years. Ireton was a small stable town 
with significant business and employment possibilities to a town which has many more transcient people, 
and is now largely a bedroom community for people who cannot afford to live in the larger communities, 
or retired people. 

Statistics:
 Households: 84 Sunday School: 35
 Total Members: 204 Average Attendance: 102

Knoxville - Celebrate Community. Organized: 

Significant Events:
1. Our ministry is a re-start of First Reformed Church.  We started with a launch team of 30 people
2. Nine months later, we had outgrown one service and offered two
3. In the summer of 2002, we hired a full-time Youth director.  We now do minsitry with over 150 youth, 

80% of which are unchurched

Challenges:
1. We face financial challenges because of our rapid growth with people who are now being encouraged to be 

“tithers-on-the-way”
2. We are now facing a wonderful problem of outgrowing our present facility

Statistics:
 Households: 130 Sunday School: 80
 Total Members: 300 Average Attendance: 250

Le Mars - Rejoice! Community Church. Organized: 2003

Significant Events:
1. We are a new church start - began worship in 1999
2. We bought and remodeled a building for worship in 2002
3. We were officially organized as a church in the RCA denomination in 2003

Challenges:
1. Growth -  bringing in new members
2. Staffing needs



Statistics:
 Households: 69 Sunday School: 75
 Total Members: 130 Average Attendance: 200

Leighton - Ebenezer. Organized: 1890

Significant Events:
1. Ebenezer Church burned to the ground in 1934. It was rebuilt in 1935 and is our present worship center
2. Ebenezer Church celebrated its 100th anniversary in November, 1990
3. Twelve sons and daughters of our congregation have, or are, spending part or all of their lives in full-time 

Christian service to our Lord and his church

Challenges:
1. Being a small town church, we struggle with keeping our membership numbers up and commitment of 

some members
2. e startup of “Life Groups,” their acceptance, and usefulness

Statistics:
 Households: 85 Sunday School: 136
 Total Members: 159 Average Attendance: 128

Maurice - First. Organized: 1884

Significant Events:
1. 1970 - Begin to target youth and evangelism as priorities of our mission
2. 1982 - Tore down old church - relocated and built new church
3. 2002-Building project - Family Life Center, Youth and Education Learning Center

Challenges:
1. Exploding Growth
2. Stewardship development

Statistics:
 Households: 303 Sunday School: 285
 Total Members: 835 Average Attendance: 690

Newton - Community. Organized: 1958

Significant Events:
1. Natural Church Growth Program
2. Joint youth, gems, Cadet ministry with Newton Christian Reformed Dhurch
3. Update and renovation of worship center and classrooms



Challenges:
1. Increase small groups
2. Ministry to help meet some needs of seekers and unchurched

Statistics:
 Households: 75 Sunday School: 60
 Total Members: 192 Average Attendance: 120

Orange City - American. Organized: 1885

Significant Events:
1. Celebrating our church’s one hundredth anniversary in 1985
2. Installing the first woman pastor in a congregation in northwest Iowa
3. Moving to our new church in 1969

Challenges:
1. Finding a pastor
2. Seeking spiritual growth in a world not seeking

Statistics:
 Households: 225 Sunday School: 100
 Total Members: 350 Average Attendance: 300

Orange City - First. Organized: 1871

Significant Events:
1. Introduction of occasional English-speaking service in 1929. Expanded in 1945 to include periodic Sunday 

morning worship services in English. Dutch language services disontinued altogether in 1952
2. New brick sanctuary dedicated in 1979, replacing original wood frame building constructed in 1874
3. e beginning of annual mission service work projects by members of the congregation in 1984

Challenges:
1. Discerning what constitutes relevant and authentic worship. e blending of traditional and contemporary 

worship forms
2. Developing a climate for personal and corporate spiritual renewal/revival in an increasingly secular culture

Statistics:
 Households: 498 Sunday School: 350
 Total Members: 1317 Average Attendance: 900



Orange City - Trinity. Organized: 1919

Significant Events:
1. Founding was designed for the purpose of speaking English so the younger generation would know the 

Gospel.  is was in the post-WWI era
2. e lay-witnness mission of the 1970s and the Worship style changes of the late 1980s brought spiritual 

renewal and significant growth
3. e building expansion of 1998-9 was accomplished through much volunteer effort and brought significant 

spiritual and numerical growth to children’s ministry

Challenges:
1. Our current facility space is not adequate for the numbers of

children in our ministry.  Worship space is also limited.  While nice
“problems” to have, they are challenges that are forcing us to be
creative within our existing property

2. A second challenge is staffing.  With existing size congregation, we
are slightly understaffed.  Our calling and community outreach suggest
that there is potential to connect with many new residents and those
without church backgrounds.  How do we staff and structure for future
growth without diminishing our strong commitment to global missions
(currently at 13 mission shares plus many non-RCA local missions)?

Statistics:
 Households: 255 Sunday School: 250
 Total Members: 660 Average Attendance: 505

Oskaloosa - Central. Organized: 1912

Significant Events:
1. e building project of 1951 that significantly increased the size of the church
2. When the church changed from Dutch services to English services
3. e new Outreach mentality that has been developed in recent years

Challenges:
1. Keeping those we attract
2. Build unity in an increasingly separated or separating society

Statistics:
 Households: 268 Sunday School: 192
 Total Members: 627 Average Attendance: 407



Pella - First. Organized: 1856

Significant Events:
1. Switched from Dutch to English in the early 1920s
2. Women’s ordination
3. Have changed from a passive to an active congregation

Challenges:
1. Redefine what “mission” means and how we can best serve
2. To explore on how to get non-church people involved in our church’s community life

Statistics:
 Households: 265 Sunday School: 
 Total Members: 485 Average Attendance: 240

Pella - Second. Organized: 1863

Significant Events:
1. e church’s founding - it was the first English-speaking Reformed church in Pella (1863)
2. One of the first churches to elect, ordain, and install women in all the offices of the church (1970s-1990s)

Challenges:
1. Developing a theology of evangelism that will reach people of all generations
2. Developing leaders and servants who will carry out our mission into the future

Statistics:
 Households: 261 Sunday School: 175
 Total Members: 628 Average Attendance: 213

Pella - ird. Organized: 1868

Significant Events:
1. e empowering work of the Holy Spirit through a variety of renewal ministries such as Cursillo, mission 

trips, healing prayer teams, etc.
2. Building and paying for three significant buildings throughout ird’s one hundred and thirty-five year 

history
3. e launch of outreach ministries such as ALPHA and the sharing of the gospel with new believers being 

added to the Kingdom of God

Challenges:
1. Launching the teaching church ministry
2. Fulfilling the purposes God has given to the family at this “moment” in her history

Statistics:
 Households: 580 Sunday School: 500
 Total Members: 1165 Average Attendance: 1600



Rock Rapids - First. Organized: 1914

Significant Events:
1. First Reformed Church was organized in Rock Rapids, IA on July 23, 1914 and its first building was 

constructed in 1919
2. All Dutch language services were discontinued in 1952
3. First female consistory member (elder) in 1996

Challenges:
1. Growth - in size, diversity and spiritual needs
2. Growth - in meeting the physical-facility and ministry needs of our congregation

Statistics:
 Households: 240 Sunday School: 170
 Total Members: 405 Average Attendance: 375

Rock Valley - First. Organized: 1890

Significant Events:
1. e construction of our main santuary in 1912
2. e construction of our overflow addition to the santuary in 1963
3. e construction of our fellowship hall in 1998

Challenges:
1. Low Sunday evening service attendance
2. Recruting volunters to serve in various church rolls

Statistics:
 Households: 199 Sunday School: 132
 Total Members: 554 Average Attendance: 250

Sanborn - First. Organized: 1914

Significant Events:
1. When two of our young men desired to become ministers of the RCA
2. 1974: built new church
3. 1997: built new church parsonage

Challenges:
1. Continue to reachout to others (unchurched) and to grow in attendance
2. To expand and add on to our present church building

Statistics:
 Households: 160 Sunday School: 96
 Total Members: 323 Average Attendance: 233



Sheffield - Zion. Organized: 1890

Significant Events:
1. Celebrated 100th anniversary in 1990
2. Zion has undergone several remodeling projects including the addition of a Fellowship Hall and Education 

Wing in 1999
3. Preaching Christ in a rural Iowa community and experiencing God’s grace to each generation

Challenges:
1. Maintaining growth
2. Challenging more young people to enter missions or pastorate vocations

Statistics:
 Households: 121 Sunday School: 100
 Total Members: 211 Average Attendance: 178

Sheldon - First. Organized: 1895

Significant Events:
1. In 1951, we completed the construction of our present main sanctuary. is project was completed with all-

church volunteers and under the supervision of a church member who was a local construction contractor
2. In 1971 we had a Lay Renewal Mission at the church that very much impacted the ministry for years 

to come. Many of our people went on to become “lay witnesses” and conducted Lay Renewal Missions 
in several other states. Today, many of our church leaders are men and women who were a part of that 
movement of the Holy Spirit among us

3. We celebrated our 100th Anniversary in 1995. Today, with 108 years of ministry behind us, we are still a 
vital and alive congregation. We look to the future with a continuing enthusiasm, excitement and energy 
that has not been dulled by our long history. We are not restingon our laurels, but “pressingon” to serve 
Jesus Christ. In January of 1998, we began a contemporary evening worship service called “Sonday Nite 
Alive”. is service continues to be very successful today and is geared toward high school students. It is 
very well attended by youth and adults from all over this area. en, in April of 2002, we began a second 
morning worship service called the “Hosanna Worship Service.” e first service, our “Heritage Worship 
Service” is more traditional in format, but this second service is geared for a contemporary crowd. Both 
services are very well attended and the congregation has made this transition, which can sometimes be 
traumatic, very smoothly

Challenges:
1. Demographics tell us that young people and young families are moving away from this community. 

Presently, we have a good mix of all ages but we are beginning to see the aging of our church and 
community. What impact will this have upon the future of this congregation? How will our ministry focus 
change as a result of this emerging demographic picture?

2. We are a large congregation with a lot of ministry activities requiring a great deal of involvement from 
many people. Getting people involved in ministry and service is one of our greatest challenges. We are 
constantly seeking to involve new people and it can be difficult

Statistics:
 Households: 352 Sunday School: 250
 Total Members: 880 Average Attendance: 600



Sibley - First. Organized: 1913

Significant Events:
1. Going from Dutch to English in our worship services
2. Upgrading our facilities over the years to meet changing needs
3. Adding additional staff

Challenges:
1. Finding additional staff to meet specific needs
2. Continue to reach out to unchurched and young adults and help themget motivated tolive out the 

Christian life

Statistics:
 Households: 240 Sunday School: 116
 Total Members: 598 Average Attendance: 310

Stout - Stout. Organized: 1906

Significant Events:
1. Incorporation of the church in 1906
2. Planting Orchard Hill Reformed Church of Cedar Falls, Iowa
3. Radio Ministry during the 1950s

Challenges:
1. Reaching the families of Mission Field: Stout
2. Ministering to an aging congregation

Statistics:
 Households: 82 Sunday School: 30
 Total Members: 161 Average Attendance: 90

Waterloo - Grace. Organized: 1950

Significant Events:
1. Had 50 year anniversary
2. Doubled membership and attendance in the last 6 years
3. Completion of “Operation Welcome” the addition of elevator and handicap accessibility

Challenges:
1. We are in need of more space in church and the parking area. May go to 2 services

Statistics:
 Households: 102 Sunday School: 36
 Total Members: 176 Average Attendance: 110



Waukee - Westview. Organized: 1996

Significant Events:
1. Began worship, June, 1993
2. Built our first building, Fall, 1999
3. Completed second building phase, Spring, 2003

Challenges:
1. Growth in prayer
2. Training and developing leaders

Statistics:
 Households: 100 Sunday School: 70
 Total Members: 150 Average Attendance: 230

ILLINOIS

Baileyville - Baileyville. Organized: 1884

Significant Events:
1. e congregation in Baileyville was organized in 1884.  In 1886 the congregation purchased their first 

church building from the Methodist Church
2. Lightning struck the original building in the spring of 1913.  Later that year the present main structure 

was completed
3. Several additions have been made to the present structure over the years.  Church membership peeked 

from 1960-1975

Challenges:
1. Declining membership and finances due to a declining population and a downturn in the economy in 

Northern Illinois
2. Meeting the needs of the unchurched in our area

Statistics:
 Households: 47 Sunday School: 65
 Total Members: 85 Average Attendance: 100

Chicago - La Capilla del Barrio. Organized: 1985

Significant Events:
1. e Organization of our congregation in April, 1985
2. La Capilla del Barrio / e Neighborhood Chapel was named one of America’s outstanding Protestant 

churches in a nationwide study. A team of researchers from the Parish/Congregation Study, based at 
the University of North Carolina at Wilmington, spent two years searching for local church excellence. 
“La Capilla del Barrio was clearly the type of church we were looking for,” said the study’s director, Paul 



Wilkes, an author and a professor at UNCW. “We looked for churches that nurtured the spirit, welcomed 
and yet challenged, both preached and--more importantly--lived the Good News. La Capilla del Barrio 
is that kind of church.” (e study, underwritten by a grant from the Lilly Endowment, combed the 
country for the best examples of local church excellence, both Protestant and Catholic. Size or location, 
denominational affiliation or lack of one were not important, but a certain “habit of being” was. “ese 
churches we found are simply wonderful places to be. ey not only take care of their members and 
the newcomer, but reach out generously into the world. I am absolutely amazed with the abundance of 
goodness and greatness that was found,” Wilkes said).

3. Our decision to establish e Neighborhood After-School Tutoring and Technology Center to serve area 
elementary, high school students and adults

Challenges:
1. Reaching our community for Christ One-block-at-a Time
2. Raising the funds necessary to purchase a larger facility to expand the mission

Statistics:
 Households: 24 Sunday School: 25
 Total Members: 33 Average Attendance: 60

Downers Grove - Downers Grove Com. Organized: 1967

Significant Events:
1. e church changed its name from Covenant Reformed Church to Downers Grove Community Church 

(1989)
2. Implementation of a wonderful children’s worship program (1990)
3. Over the past years, five members have been called to vocational ministry

Challenges:
1. e absence of a pastor at this time is a significant challenge
2. e need to re-establish strong spiritual leadership so we may faithfully follow our mission

Statistics:
 Households: 85 Sunday School: 30
 Total Members: 150 Average Attendance: 90

Forreston - Forreston. Organized: 1863

Significant Events:
1. Language transition from German to English
2. Remolding of church in the 1950s and the 1990s 
3. Our current Pastor, James Stralow

Challenges:
1. Recent financial deficit
2. Family member conflict



Statistics:
 Households: 100 Sunday School: 75
 Total Members: 150 Average Attendance: 115

Fulton - Second. Organized: 1916

Significant Events:
1. Second Reformed Church was organized in January, 1916, as a congregation of 37 families whose worship 

and teaching would be in the English language. In less than a year, a new brick church had been built to 
serve this purpose

2. In the 1970’s, many in our congregation experienced spiritual renewal and rededication as a result of the 
Lay Witness Mission and other programs which followed.  e effect is being felt to this day

3. Our very large and active youth group inspires and challenges us with their enthusiasm to witness and 
work for the Lord.  Adult mission trips have grown from their example in the past several years

Challenges:
1. Pastor Vacancy-Search Committee is in the process of working towards calling a new pastor by the end of 

2003
2. Stewardship-Giving per member lags somewhat in comparison with other churches in our Classis

Statistics:
 Households: 238 Sunday School: 110
 Total Members: 580 Average Attendance: 320

Fulton - Spring Valley. Organized: 1909

Significant Events:
1. We started an Evening Outdoor Drive-In worship service 31 years ago.  It has been very well received and 

draws large crowds
2. In 1985, we added a new addition to our church building.  is addition has been utilized to increase the 

fellowship and closeness of our congregation
3. We have recently developed mission and vision statements for our church.  ese have helped us be more 

focused in what we do at Spring Valley, and we have seen more people get involved

Challenges:
1. Youth Ministry - especially JH and HS
2. Continuing to reach out to the community

Statistics:
 Households: 96 Sunday School: 91
 Total Members: 245 Average Attendance: 158



Fulton - Trinity. Organized: 1929

Significant Events:
1. Dedication of early members: organize in the fall of 1929 and continued through the depression
2. Lay Witness Mission
3. Building the Educational Unit

Challenges:
1. Declining membership
2. Community outreach

Statistics:
 Households: 85 Sunday School: 28
 Total Members: 217 Average Attendance: 103

German Valley - Silver Creek. Organized: 1851

Significant Events:
1. New structure dedicated in 1956 due to the destruction by fire of the previous building
2. Credited historically with being the first church of Ostfriesen origin in America and the “mother church” 

to numerous congregations in the midwest. Celebrated the Sesquicentennial anniversary in the year 2001
3. Involvement in the Pleasant Prairie Academy

Challenges:
1. Volunteerism
2. Better way to minister to our youth

Statistics:
 Households: 148 Sunday School: 82
 Total Members: 349 Average Attendance: 180

Glenwood - Living Springs. Organized: 1952

Significant Events:
1. Charismatic renewal
2. Relocating to a larger site within our demographically changing community
3. Increasing diversity among members and attenders

Challenges:
1. Continued growth in spiritual vitality
2. incorporating many new attenders and members

Statistics:
 Households: 230 Sunday School: 150
 Total Members: 590 Average Attendance: 650



Morrison - Ebenezer. Organized: 1896

Significant Events:
1. Ebenezer Reformed Church was founded in 1896 and over the years became a church of 1800 members 

making her one of the largest RCA churches west of Chicago.
2. Over the years Ebenezer Reformed Church produced many ministers and missionaries and has always 

been a strong supporter of the mission of the church including giving one hundred thousand dollars to a 
new church start in St. Louis, Missouri.

3. Today, Ebenezer Reformed Church, embraces the “Mission As One” concept, and continues to reach out to 
the community of Morrison, Illinois, as well as to the entire world.

Challenges:
1. With many jobs leaving the area, we are trying to maintain a vital ministry here in Morrison, meeting the 

needs of the community which remains
2. We are looking for renewal of the active and inactive membership of the church

Statistics:
 Households: 470 Sunday School: 110
 Total Members: 1016 Average Attendance: 475

South Holland - Faith. Organized: 1964

Significant Events:
1. Development of a Wednesday evening Harvest Life Worship Service - 300+ are now worshiping weekly at 

that service
2. Change in vision of the church to become “A church that exsists to turn religiously disconnected people 

towards a vibrant connected relationship with Jesus Christ.”  is has brought focus to everthing the 
congregation does in ministry and has blessed the church with many new members who have professed or 
reaffirmed a new relationship with Christ

3. Move to Dyer, Indiana because of the tremedous growth taking place in church membership. Anticipated 
growth in the next six months i s30-50%. Present worship attendance is 1,100

Saint Anne - First Wichert. Organized: 1893

Significant Events:
1. Most significant is the building of our church.  God has blessed us with a beautiful building that meets our 

needs in ministering to the local community
2. We have had the opportunity through our 110 years to participate with two church starts
3. In recent history, we have been blessed to see our youth ministries impacting our community.  With 150 in 

VBS, and dynamic Jr. and Sr. High groups, we are helping our children and young adults meet Jesus Christ

Challenges:
1. Ministering to a post-modern generation



2. Seeking the Worship style that is faithful to the past and looking to the future

Statistics:
 Households: 151 Sunday School: 132
 Total Members: 231 Average Attendance: 221

INDIANA

De Motte - First. Organized: 1893

Significant Events:
1. One hundredth anniversary, 1993
2. Numerous additions to building
3. New vision and ministry plan - 2002

Challenges:
1. Transforming to an outreach-oriented congregation
2. Transforming to a multi-staff team leadership as opposed to senior pastor and assistant

Statistics:
 Households: 266 Sunday School: 130
 Total Members: 566 Average Attendance: 485

Fort Wayne - Christ’s Com. Organized: 1993

Significant Events:
1. Moving into our permanent building in 1996
2. Our Pastor’s Sabbatical to Europe in the spring of 2002.  Not only was this a time of renewal and 

rejuvenation for him, but also the entire congregation
3. Although it is an annual event, our Vacation Bible School continues to be a significant event in the life of 

our congregation.  e congregation makes VBS an event that not only blesses the youth who attend, but 
also the adults who participate

Challenges:
1. To keep our youth challenged and part of the church
2. We are searching for the best solution for a congregation that has continued to grow for the past five years, 

i.e. add a second service or build

Statistics:
 Households: 63 Sunday School: 65
 Total Members: 132 Average Attendance: 124



Gary - Ross. Organized: 1930

Significant Events:
1. Fifty years ago this month we conducted our first service in our present building
2. Lay Witness Mission
3. Our annual patriotic services

Challenges:
1. Acquiring a new minister
2. Setting goals and objectives for the new millennium

Statistics:
 Households: 169 Sunday School: 100
 Total Members: 221 Average Attendance: 125

KANSAS

Prairie View - Prairie View. Organized: 1907

Significant Events:
1. May 8, 1907: e organizational meeting of the church was held--our birthday
2. 1973: Working together with the local Christian Reformed church for the Easter season with a joint Good 

Friday Communion Service and the start of an Easter Cantata. Both still going on today
3. 1995: Began a yoked pastorate with the Luctor Christian Reformed Church. First in the nation. Still 

continuing.

Challenges:
1. Agricultural difficulties make family farm and community life difficult
2. Difficult to have church growth in the face of declining population in the area

Statistics:
 Households: 60 Sunday School: 27
 Total Members: 96 Average Attendance: 70

MICHIGAN

Conklin - Conklin. Organized: 1932

Significant Events:
1. Henry Bast soon to be the great preacher Rev. Henry Bast was a Summer Student at the newly formed 

Conklin Reformed Church the Summer of 1933
2. When Muskegon Classis came to Conklin to tell the church that they planned to close the church and 

merge it with First Reformed, Ravenna, an Elder named Harold Wilson stood up and said, “Over my dead 
body you’ll close this church!” at was the end of the meeting. ey called Rev. Bob Van Zyl in December 
of 1974 and we are still here

3. e church became self-supporting, in 1978.  Pastor Van Zyl stayed for 20 years.  e current Pastor Rick 
Christy has been there for 11 years



Challenges:
1. We are trying to raise money to build a $300,000 dollar Family Ministry Center across the street
2. We seem to have plateaued as far as membership

Statistics:
 Households: 55 Sunday School: 50
 Total Members: 175 Average Attendance: 91

Coopersville - Coopersville. Organized: 1854

Significant Events:
1. We will celebrate our 150th anniversary on May 10, 2004
2. We built an Activity Center on our church property and dedicated it on May 5, 2002.  Additional space 

was needed for programs, especially youth
3. e addition of a second morning service - one traditional and one contemporary - on April 18, 1999

Challenges:
1. To fill our vacancy for Pastor of Worship and Administration
2. To become a barrier-free church

Statistics:
 Households: 267 Sunday School: 285
 Total Members: 738 Average Attendance: 580

East Lansing - University. Organized: 1968

Significant Events:
1. In 1966 the Particular Synod & the classis had a vision for an outreach ot the campus of Michigan State 

University.  ey issues a call to Tom Stark and so began this campus ministry/church
2. In 1976 URC moved into its new building built largely from donations from churches and individuals in 

the synod & classis. It was a great blessing to the fledgling congregation--a true gift from many parts of 
the RCA body to one of the youngest parts

3. In the early to mid 1990s, the congregation held a series of Spirit Alive weekends sponsored by the 
Presbyterian & Reformed Renewal Ministries Int. (PRRMI). is was a wonderful time of personal and 
corporate renewal and refreshment

Flint - Resurrection. Organized: 1967

Significant Events:
1. We were founded in 1967 as an outreach of North Grand Rapids Classis under the leadership of founding 



pastor Rev. Karl Overbeek
2. We have experienced a significant growth in our youth and music programs for children.  Our graded choir 

program includes four choirs, handbells, signing and drama with over 60 children involved
3. We have an annual Fine Arts Camp every summer for our children and the children of the neighborhood

Fremont - Church of the Living Christ. Organized: 1972

Significant Events:
1. Ark Christian Child Care Center is located in our building as an outreach to the community and 

surrounding area which the church began in 1980 as a local mission
2. Our congregation participated in “Year of the Bible” in 1996 and again in 2001--reading through the Bible 

in a year
3. e congregation built a Habitat House in 1998; we continue to participate in a mission outreach building 

and repair project in Matamoras, Mexico; and, in 2002, planted corn maze on vacant church property 
supporting “Food Resource Bank” water project in Kenya, Africa

Challenges:
1. Grow the church
2. Serve our community and congregation

Statistics:
 Households: 135 Sunday School: 177
 Total Members: 349 Average Attendance: 180

Grand Haven - Haven Shores Community. Organized: 

Significant Events:
1. Religious freedom court case which allowed churches to meet in public locations previously restricted to 

business use only
2. Getting our land, using it for outdoor worship in the woods, and then building our first church building
3. Formally organizing as a church, and establishing our consistory as a three part leadership team, Pastor/

Elders, Deacons, and Steering Committee

Challenges:
1. Classroom space for our fast-growing kids’ program
2. Staffing to handle youth programs, music programs, and potentially second worship service

Statistics:
 Households: 60 Sunday School: 42
 Total Members: 105 Average Attendance: 135



Grand Rapids - Fifth. Organized: 1886

Significant Events:
1. Relocation from Pleasant Street in Grand Rapids to our present location of Griggs Street upon completion 

of a new building program which was started in 1951
2. e beginning of a drive-in ministry at the Woodland Drive-In eater in 1970. When the drive-in 

theater closed down, the ministry was moved to our church’s “Greenhouse” property on Breton Road and 
continues today with a year-round ministry to many attendees

3. e beginning of two distinctly different Sunday morning worship services in 1999

Challenges:
1. Evangelism
2. Communal Life

Statistics:
 Households: 387 Sunday School: 268
 Total Members: 1001 Average Attendance: 540

Grand Rapids - Hope. Organized: 1942

Significant Events:
1. An education wing was added to our building in 1958 which completed our facility and equipped us to 

offer a full program
2. We began a anksgiving offering tradition in the late 50’s by buying a tractor for mission in Mexico and 

each year since then have raised significant amounts for mission at anksgiving, the most recent offerings 
exceeding $25,000

3. At the end of the Viet Nam war we purchased and furnished a house for “boat people” with 3 apartments 
in it which became available rent free to assist in resettlement. We continued this idea by purchasing a 
house which we are renting to a refugee family from Kosovo

Grand Rapids - Remembrance. Organized: 1956

Significant Events:
1. Building our new facility in 2000
2. Adding on an educational wing to our previous facility in 1970
3. Congregation-wide training in Evangelism Explosion followed by a lay witness ministry that resulted in 

tremendous church growth in the early 1970’s

Grand Rapids - ird. Organized: 1875

Significant Events:
1. One of the first churches of the RCA in Grand Rapids. Mother church of a number of Reformed churches. 



Founding church of the Holland Home in 1893
2. Relocation of the church to the present location in 1968
3. Revitalization of the church in 1990s with a doubling of numerical size

Challenges:
1. Restructuring the church so that we work more effectively in mission
2. Decisions about educational space

Statistics:
 Households: 220 Sunday School: 150
 Total Members: 373 Average Attendance: 300

Grand Rapids - Unity. Organized: 1956

Significant Events:
1. Building addition facilitates ministry (latest, 1984, 2001)
2. Jail ministry, mission’s program expand in mid-80s to the present
3. Current pastor entering 24th year out of seminary

Statistics:
 Households: 148 Sunday School: 85
 Total Members: 269 Average Attendance: 225

Hamilton - Hamilton. Organized: 1887

Significant Events:
1. e daughtering of Haven Reformed Church, which is also located in Hamilton, MI
2. An addition to our facility which includes, in part, classrooms, office space, a kitchen, a library, and an area 

for fellowship
3. e death of a former pastor, the Rev. Norman Van Heukelom, while he was serving us as a part-time 

calling pastor during his retirement

Challenges:
1. How to best respond to a Congregational Life Assessment
2. How to respond to and address declining membership and stewardship concerns

Statistics:
 Households: 308 Sunday School: 203
 Total Members: 800 Average Attendance: 400



Holland - Christ Memorial. Organized: 1957

Significant Events:
1. Significant growth under Ed Mulder, Ron Beyer, and Tim Brown, along with the “Open Doors” theme 

(welcome all into our fellowship).
2. Team approach to ministry; Christian Music Ministry and the hiring of John Bright; and Rev. Michael 

Pitsenberger as Senior Minister
3. Problem incurred under some pastors caused some hurt, some lost members, and some real re-thinking of 

who we are and how we do church ministry.

Challenges:
1. Determine how best to “grow into” cross-cultural ministry at Christ Memorial Church without offending 

and perhaps losing some of our long-term, faithful members
2. How to effectively do Youth Ministry (high school, college, and 20-30 year olds). We need facilities for our 

programs; we must challenge our people to give to a building program

Statistics:
 Households: 1455 Sunday School: 1133
 Total Members: 3874 Average Attendance: 1931

Holland - First. Organized: 1847

Significant Events:
1. e founding of First Church and therefore the city of Holland in 1847
2. e founding of nine churches in the West Michigan area and the contribution of 126 daughters and sons 

of the church into ministerial or missionary service
3. e turn-around of a significant 25 year decline and growth into a multi-cultural ministry

Challenges:
1. Learning to minister multi-culturally
2. Making strategic decisions around continued growth and future vision

Statistics:
 Households: 335 Sunday School: 220
 Total Members: 718 Average Attendance: 450

Holland - Grace. Organized: 1962

Significant Events:
1. 40 wonderful years of ministry for Christ
2. New building addition for Outreach into our community
3. Completion of ministry staff after an Interim period

Challenges:
1. Reaching out with the Gospel of Christ to our changing “Jerusalem” 



community
2. Getting family units involved in the life and ministry of our church 

beyond just the morning worship

Statistics:
 Households: 180 Sunday School: 83
 Total Members: 292 Average Attendance: 200

Holland - Hope. Organized: 1863

Significant Events:
1. Hope Church established in 1862 as an English-speaking (not Dutch) congregation in Holland
2. Leadership in the denomination in recognizing and celebrating the gifts of women through ordination to 

church offices
3. Creation of an Early Worship service for those wishing an alternative interactive and informal worship 

experience

Challenges:
1. Being a community of grace and service to all God’s children near and far in this time and place
2. Shaping a vision for our future as we continue to grow

Statistics:
 Households: 300 Sunday School: 335
 Total Members: 737 Average Attendance: 350

Holland - ird. Organized: 1867

Significant Events:
1. Cooperative ecumenical ministries through the creation of the InterParish Council, the sharing of our 

sanctuary with St. Francis Catholic Church, and on-going ecumenical endeavors
2. Ordination of women...Jantina Holleman was the first female elder ordained in the midwest in December, 

1973. Kathy Jo Blaske was the first female minister ordained in the midwest in August ,1979
3. e rebuilding (1871) and remodeling (1967-68, 1995) of ird Church has equipped us to maintain a 

presence and a ministry in the core city

Challenges:
1. Welcoming and assimilating newcomers and seekers into the congregation, while mindfully appreciating 

the importance, and relevance, of ird Reformed Church as a place where “seasoned” Christians will 
receive thoughtful, biblically-based instruction and insight

2. Adhering to the teachings and examples of Christ, admidts an environment of affluence

Statistics:
 Households: 433 Sunday School: 171
 Total Members: 1039 Average Attendance: 475



Holland - Trinity. Organized: 1911

Significant Events:
1. Church Starts - Maplewood Reformed, Christ Memorial Reformed, Bethel RCA merged with Trinity 

RCA
2. Trinity RCA moving from 21st Street site to Apple Ave. site
3. Mission emphasis moving from foreign to foreign/local

Hudsonville - Covenant. Organized: 1988

Significant Events:
1. Since our congregation is only about fifteen years old, building our present building was a great experience. 

Also we raised enough money about three years after that to add some educational classrooms (debt free)
2. Calling our first pastor
3. Being a Young Life Church Partner for the youth of our congregation. is has been a wonderful 

experience, and also allows us to reach out in the community

Challenges:
1. Presently in the search process for a pastor. ALso we have some growth issues that need to be addressed
2. Debt retirement

Statistics:
 Households: 113 Sunday School: 130
 Total Members: 401 Average Attendance: 197

Hudsonville - Fellowship. Organized: 1965

Significant Events:
1. e birth of the church established by two area churches and the Zeeland Classis in 1965; a planned birth
2. e church knew it “grew-up” when two AM services were started and a large building of additional space 

was undertaken, 1994-1996
3. A third AM worship service began and several new staff positions were established, 1999-2000

Challenges:
1. How to best use the existing facilities until new buildings are added
2. Raising money for a five phase building project and yet not compromising mission support and giving care

Statistics:
 Households: 473 Sunday School: 440
 Total Members: 1265 Average Attendance: 1150



Hudsonville - Hudsonville. Organized: 1912

Significant Events:
1. Started 90 years ago
2. Pastor Harry Buis was president of General Synod
3. Because of high growth we had to relocate and build a bigger church

Challenges:
1. How to minister to our increased growth
2. More congregaional commitment

Statistics:
 Households: 315 Sunday School: 350
 Total Members: 908 Average Attendance: 700

Hudsonville - South Blendon. Organized: 1883

Significant Events:
1. 1883: officially organized as a congregation with 39 members in Holland Classis
2. 1955: moved to our new and present sanctuary
3. 1965: Partnered with Hudsonville Reformed and daughtered Fellowship Reformed Church

Challenges:
1. Method and style of worship is a challenge. How do we integrate contemporary worship into a church 

culture that has roots in traditional worship?
2. Fill our church with some of the new neighborhood growth we have been experiencing to help become 

financially stable

Statistics:
 Households: 103 Sunday School: 83
 Total Members: 291 Average Attendance: 150

Jenison - Hagar Park. Organized: 1976

Significant Events:
1. Good leadership from a number of pastors with vision and commitment
2. Expansion of the ministry team and commitment of the members throughout the church’s history.
3. Relocating from rented facilities to owned facility which has been expanded twice to meet the needs of the 

ministry



Kalamazoo - Greenwood. Organized: 1956

Significant Events:
1. April 8, 1956: Greenwood’s first church service, establishing an RCA foothold in the Milwood 

neighborhood, which at that time was Kalamazoo’s fastest growing middle class neighborhood
2. January 1968: Greenwood saw its largest attendance averaging 300 worshipers on Sunday mornings
3. May 2002-March 2003: During a pulpit vacancy the congregation grew in the Spirit emerging as a 

healthier and stronger church than at any other time in the last 3 decades

Challenges:
1. To faithfully commit ourselves to our three purposes: the Great Commission, becoming a church of prayer, 

and caring for our congregation and those we seek to bring to Christ
2. Continue to strengthen our new found health, to not lose momentum and become complacent

Statistics:
 Households: 68 Sunday School: 24
 Total Members: 117 Average Attendance: 120

Kalamazoo  - Haven. Organized: 1955

Significant Events:
1. Relocation in 1990 to an awesome parcel of prime property on the edge of the city. Along with this move 

was the erection of a new beautiful functional facility
2. e transition from a traditional approach to ministry to that of a progressive relevant style in the decade 

of the 90s
3. June 2, 2002, when a massive celebration was held. Sixty-seven people made public decision for Christ; 

many were first time

Challenges:
1. None really
2. e challenge is keeping us with the opportunities of partnering with Christ in life changing ministry

Statistics:
 Households: 380 Sunday School: 675
 Total Members: 993 Average Attendance: 684

Kalamazoo - Twin Lakes. Organized: 1875

Challenges:
1. Church growth
2. Pay off debt of remodeling

Statistics:
 Households: 92 Sunday School: 40
 Total Members: 152 Average Attendance: 130



Lansing - Imanuel. Organized: 1955

Significant Events:
1. Lay Witness mission in the mid 1970’s.  It helped to solidify the congregation’s commitment to the 

working of the Holy Spirit in the life of the individual believer.
2. Construction of the Family Life Center in 1994.  It was a visible expression of intentional community 

outreach and ministry to youth and children
3. Election of the first female consistory member in the mid 1990’s -- a deacon, followed by a female elder 

four years later

Midland - Midland. Organized: 1954

Significant Events:
1. Coffee house ministry
2. Mission/vision process initiated in mid-90s updated at three year intervals
3. Congregation retreats such as “Spirit Alive” and establishment of small in the 80s

Challenges:
1. Aging demographics of our congregation
2. Search for senior pastor

Statistics:
 Households: 94 Sunday School: 106
 Total Members: 200 Average Attendance: 172

Muskegon - Unity. Organized: 1917

Significant Events:
1. Five members, Gordon Laman, Nathan Vanderwerf, Richard, James and Mark DeWitt entered the 

ministry between 1959-1963
2. Participation in lay witness program in late 1970s and early 1980s revitalized church life
3. Merger with Pine Grove Reformed Church in Norton Shores in 1991 and construction of a new sanctuary 

in 1993 marked a new beginning in worship, fellowship and service

Challenges:
1. Beginning a new pastoral relationship
2. Discerning the pathway of growth

Statistics:
 Households: 223 Sunday School: 115
 Total Members: 416 Average Attendance: 300



New Era - New Era. Organized: 1893

Significant Events:
1. Construction of the new sanctuary back in the mid-50s - tremendous congregational ownership and 

involvement
2. e church split that happened here in 1993, and the subsequent healing and growth that has happened 

since
3. e on-going commitment of our members to be faithful in ministry allowing many other things to 

happen: adult mission trip, starting a housing ministry, people called to ministry, etc.

Challenges:
1. Facility issues: how do we continue to grow our ministry and provide the facilities to allow that to happen
2. How do we develop a sense of acceptance, community, and belonging with all the new and diverse people 

coming to our church

Statistics:
 Households: 139 Sunday School: 103
 Total Members: 328 Average Attendance: 184

Overisel - Overisel. Organized: 1848

Significant Events:
1. In 1948 a centennial celebration was held. A large remodeling project had been completed on the church 

building that had been erected in 1866. A full basement had been added, the entrance and balcony 
enlarged and new carpeting installed. Special services were held and a centennial booklet was published

2. In June 1997, a new church building was dedicated. Six stained glass windows from the old building were 
installed as a prominent feature of the new sanctuary. e building was constructed with much volunteer 
labor, many giving untold hours of service

3. In the summer of 1998, a sesquicentennial celebration was held in Overisel marking the 150th anniversary 
of both the church and the village. Most of the sons of the church who were in active ministry participated 
in the Sunday morning worship service giving glory to God for His blessings. e evening service included 
other churches in the area and was another time of praise and thanksgiving

Challenges:
1. Space - we are in the planning stages now for building additional classroom and activity space

2. Ministry - keeping ministry fresh and alive. Not only to Overisel Reformed members, but also to the 
community and the world

Statistics:
 Households: 239 Sunday School: 287
 Total Members: 424 Average Attendance: 447



Portage - First. Organized: 1903

Significant Events:
1. Looking forward to celebrating our 100th Anniversary this June
2. Grateful that two members of our church are currently serving as full time RCA ordained pastors - Rev. 

Jim Goldschmeding and Rev. David Schwabauer
3. Providing motivation and leadership for community musical programs for outreach and inspiration

Challenges:
1. Currently in the search process for a senior pastor and a youth director
2. Concerned about taking steps toward revitalization of this ministry and new growth

Statistics:
 Households:  Sunday School: 58
 Total Members: 213 Average Attendance: 240

Shelby - New Hope Com. Organized: 

Significant Events:
1. Our church plant restarted in 1998
2. We moved into a building in May, 2000, and purchased it in May, 2001
3. We opened our food pantry, our most succesful outreach ministry, in September, 2000

Challenges:
1. Discipling new Christians
2. Unleashing the Holy Spirit’s gifts in all the new members

Statistics:
 Households: 25 Sunday School: 
 Total Members: 75 Average Attendance: 70

South Haven - Hope. Organized: 1872

Significant Events:
1. Founded by 10 families in 1872
2. Membership exceeded 100 for the first time in the 1960’s.  A new church was built and 300 people 

worshipped on Palm Sunday in 1971
3. Dedication of an all-purpose gymnasium addition on April 22, 1979



Traverse City - Community of Joy. Organized: 1998

Significant Events:
1. First worship service, Sept. 18, 1994
2. Organizing of a church, Nov. 1998
3. Moving into our first building, May, 2003

Challenges:
1. Transition to new physical location (part-time facility to full-time facility)
2. Transition from building issues to new ministry opportunities and outreach

Statistics:
 Households: 37 Sunday School: 65
 Total Members: 70 Average Attendance: 118

West Olive - Ottawa. Organized: 1915

Significant Events:
1. New church building in 1972
2. Building of the Grace Center with additional classrooms, kitchen, and gymnasium in 1995
3. Adding new staff members, 1985-2001

Challenges:
1. Evangelism of the community
2. Starting new churches

Statistics:
 Households: 312 Sunday School: 300
 Total Members: 636 Average Attendance: 480

Wyoming - Faith. Organized: 1947

Significant Events:
1. Church organized, March 14, 1947
2. Church building dedicated, May 17 & 18, 1951
3. Establishment of food pantry, March, 1983. Celebrated 20 years of ministry this year

Challenges:
1. Neighborhood changing from suburban to urban
2. Aging congregation

Statistics:
 Households: 158 Sunday School: 100
 Total Members: 265 Average Attendance: 170



Zeeland - Beaverdam. Organized: 1870

Significant Events:
1. We have continued to be the “very presence of Christ” in this area for more than 130 years
2. We have daughtered three other congregations
3. We have recently built our first new church building in over 125 years

Challenges:
1. Adapting to the change from rural to suburban life
2. Keeping young adults within the congregation

Statistics:
 Households: 85 Sunday School: 150
 Total Members: 234 Average Attendance: 210

MINNESOTA

Blomkest - Roseland. Organized: 1886

Significant Events:
1. Church organization, 1886
2. New church construction with mostly voluntary labor in 1956
3. Our 100th anniversary in 1986

Challenges:
1. Aging membership
2. Declining rural population

Statistics:
 Households: 86 Sunday School: 144
 Total Members: 181 Average Attendance: 160

Bloomington - Riverside. Organized: 1958

Significant Events:
1. Building of a new sanctuary and refurbishing of fellowship hall in 1989
2. Hiring of additional staff during the 1990’s
3. Launching of Kids Summer Music Camp, and Sunday VBS in 2002 have spurred more intentional efforts 

to reach our community

Challenges:
1. Moving from maintenance to mission and reaching the unchurched of our community
2. Being bold for Christ and going where we haven’t been before

Statistics:
 Households: 96 Sunday School: 
 Total Members: 175 Average Attendance: 150



Eagan - Peace. Organized: 1961

Significant Events:
1. Peace Church observed its 40th anniversary in 2001, and, excluding the current pastor and associate pastor, 

has been led by 5 senior pastors and 5 associate pastors, totalling over 50 years of service.  Each of these 
10 pastors instilled their own enduring visions into the life and ministry of the congregation and Peace 
Church’s current pastoral and ministry staff has developed significant adult, youth, and children ministries 
as well as a variety of worship service styles, including traditional, contemporary, and “seeker” services

2. In the mid-1980’s, Peace Church purchased 13 acres of land across the street from its original location 
and built a new facility which provided significant capabilities to expand its congregation, ministry and 
outreach.  Peace Church has since added a new expansion, doubling its size and providing additional 
classroom and gynasium space, as well as remodeling the current sanctuary to provide new worship sound 
and visual technologies

3. Peace Church has developed a strong emphasis on missions and outreach, encouraging church members 
to become personally involved in mission activity, developing an outreach to an increasing Laotian 
community in the early 1980’s as well as an outreach (“Cry of the Heart”) to Generation-X, or postmoden, 
people in the South Metropolitan area of Minneapois and St. Paul.  Peace Church’s current associate 
pastor provides full-time support of the Cry of the Heart ministry

Challenges:
1. 1. Becoming a mission station to the community, encouraging its members to reach-out to a wider 

variety of ethnic and socio-economic groups and become more involved in the current ministry to the 
Laotian community. An equipping and encouraging ministry needs to be developed to enable this ministry 
expansion and get more church members involved in the primary purpose of Christ’s Church: leading 
more people to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ

2. 2. Maintaining and remodeling the current church facilities while at the same time planning the 
staff and church facilities that it will take to realize ministry objectives

Statistics:
 Households: 293 Sunday School: 430
 Total Members: 946 Average Attendance: 495

Hollandale - Hollandale. Organized: 1922

Significant Events:
1. Organization in 1922; fiftieth and seventy-fifth anniversaries
2. Adding educational wing in 1984 and air conditioning in 2002
3. Many sons of church have gone into full-time ministry in the RCA

Challenges:
1. Struggling to grow in a rural area
2. Aging of the congregation

Statistics:
 Households: 117 Sunday School: 90
 Total Members: 241 Average Attendance: 150



Luverne - American. Organized: 1955

Significant Events:
1. Building our beautiful sanctuary
2. Established a Revolving Loan Fund to assist other RCA churches and ministries with low interest loans 

for building projects
3. Mothered/began a new church out of our church

Challenges:
1. Facility expansion
2. Reach out to unchurched and unbelievers andhow best to do that ministry

Statistics:
 Households: 268 Sunday School: 225
 Total Members: 706 Average Attendance: 400

Marietta - Antelope Valley. Organized: 1926

Significant Events:
1. After worshiping in a home or school house, a church building was acquired and moved in 1922. In 

1970, due to road reconstruction, the church was moved and modernized from one-half mile west of the 
Minnesota/South Dakota state line to one and one-half miles west on highway 212

2. In the 1980s, after many years of Bible school outreach in our own church, we united for a community 
Bible school. We also trained to be counselors for the Billy Graham Crusade in Sioux Falls

3. We celebrated our 75th anniversary in a style in keeping with our old-fashioned Sunday School picnics. 
Rev. Scorza and former pastors were honorary guests

Challenges:
1. e declining rural population challenges us to provide spiritual growth for our members, especially our 

youth so they can be used of God wherever they go
2. We endeavor to reach the few unchurched in our neighborhood, and share the gospel with missionary 

support

Statistics:
 Households: 15 Sunday School: 13
 Total Members: 28 Average Attendance: 18

Preston - Greenleafton. Organized: 1869

Significant Events:
1. Miss Greenleaf donating money for the first church in 1869
2. e old church burning in 1947, building of present church in 1950
3. 100 and 125 year anniversary of the congregation



Challenges:
1. declining membership in rural setting
2. calling minister, financial challenges

Statistics:
 Households: 141 Sunday School: 110
 Total Members: 237 Average Attendance: 150

Steen - Steen. Organized: 1913

Significant Events:
1. In 1993, as part of our 80th anniversary, we broke ground for our new church which we dedicated in 

August, 1994
2. In 2003, we will be commissioning our first part-time Youth Director and celebrate our 90th anniversary

Challenges:
1. Seeking to move from a traditional worship to that of a blended one
2. Having the financial resources that may pave the parking lot and also that of adding on to our present 

structure

Statistics:
 Households: 160 Sunday School: 130
 Total Members: 416 Average Attendance: 275

Worthington - American. Organized: 1914

Significant Events:
1. Moving from Bigalow, Minnesota, to Worthington, Minnesota
2. Building a new worship center in 1975
3. Expanding the building to be used by community in 1998

Challenges:
1. Ministering to many minorities
2. Fulfilling financial commitments in down economy

Statistics:
 Households: 175 Sunday School: 170
 Total Members: 400 Average Attendance: 300



NEBRASKA

Hickman - Holland. Organized: 1870

Significant Events:
1. Lay witness mission
2. Our church burned down in 1955 and we had services in a large machine shed during the summer months
3. e fact that our church is 133 years old

Challenges:
1. Young people leaving to attend larger churches in nearby Lincoln because they have more programs
2. Reaching the unchurched in our community

Statistics:
 Households: 75 Sunday School: 100
 Total Members: 145 Average Attendance: 125

Winnebago - Winnebago. Organized: 1911

Significant Events:
1. e Presbyterians turned their mission and ministry over to the Winnebago Reformed Church
2. e Children’s Shelter Home and related facilities was purchased by the Winnebago tribe of Nebraska for 

$24,000 and then subsequently developed into an accredited tribal community college
3. A long-standing ministry: Winnebago Reformed Church has had only seven pastors since its inception in 

1911

Challenges:
1. e Grand Rapids, Michigan, Mission Services staff has issued an ultimatum to our consistory: get rid of 

your pastor or loose allfunding by October 4, 2004
2. e consistory is striving to develop and provide a more effective mission to our own community

Statistics:
 Households: 40 Sunday School: 38
 Total Members: 56 Average Attendance: 51

NORTH DAKOTA

Litchville - First. Organized: 1906

Significant Events:
1. e establishment of the congregation. Between the years of 1903 and 1906, seventeen families of Dutch 

descent settled in the area in and around Litchville, ND. is core group formally organized the First 
Reformed Church of Litchville in 1906. ey worshipped in their homes and in the sanctuaries of the 
community’s Congregational and Lutheran churches until 1909. At that time they were able to construct 
their own place of worship at a cost of $3200.00. is building is still used by the congregation to this day. 



e parsonage for their pastors and families was built in 1914-15 at a cost of $3245.
2. e need for a women’s group in the congregation was met with the organizing of the “Helping Hands 

Society” in 1914. is was augmented by the creation of an organization for the single women and girls of 
the congregation in 1927 known as the “Willing Workers”. In 1948, the “Women’s Missionary Society” 
was started for married women of the church with young children. e “Guild for Christian Service” for 
all the women of the church was as a result of the reorganization of women’s work on the denominational 
level. e women continued to serve under the two name changes that followed “Reformed Church 
Women” and Reformed Church Women’s Ministries, also on the denominational level.

3. In September 1974, a Lay Witness Mission Weekend was held together with the North Marion Reformed 
Church, the other congregation in the parish. is affirmed ways in which the two congregations had 
worked together in the past, such as the combination of the youth group and being served by the same 
pastor. Vacation Bible School was another cooperative venture of the two congregations. Because of the 
declining population in the area and church members, the two congregations have been meeting on 
alternating Sundays in each of their sanctuaries in joint worship services since 1998. e Lay Witness 
Mission weekend also aided the members in ways to reach out into the community to those in need and 
the unchurched, young and old. It bolstered the participation of the two congregations in ecumenical 
ventures, including a Community Youth Group and an organization known as the Community Religious 
Education group, made up of several denominations.

Challenges:
1. e decline in membership because of the downward population trend in rural and small towns in North 

Dakota.
2. Having an aging membership endeavoring to continue to serve in the various offices and capacities in the 

congregation and the newcomers to the town.

Statistics:
 Households: 14 Sunday School: 10
 Total Members: 25 Average Attendance: 20

NEW JERSEY

Bergenfield - Clinton Avenue. Organized: 1924

Significant Events:
1. Organized in 1924 to serve the spiritual needs of youth and families on the north side of the railroad tracks 

in Bergenfield
2. In 1953, under the leadership of Pastor Willard G. Wullschleger, built and dedicated an Educational Wing 

that continues to serve the needs of the Church and community
3. In 2002, under the leadership of Rev. Stephen T. Giordano, the current Pastor of the Clinton Avenue 

Reformed Church, began a renovation and renewal program called “Building for the Future Ministry of 
the Clinton Avenue Reformed Church”.  e goal is to provide full physical access to the church building 
so that all will have spiritual access for the ministries and programs offered at the Church

Challenges:
1. Demographic changes have reduced the population of Bergenfield that would be traditional members of a 

Reformed Congregation
2. Gathering the resources that are necessary to complete our 2002 project for full physical and spiritual 

access



Statistics:
 Households: 180 Sunday School: 75
 Total Members: 400 Average Attendance: 150

Blawenburg - Blawenburg. Organized: 1832

Significant Events:
1. e building of our classical Georgian-style church in 1830 as the Second Reformed Dutch Church of 

Harlingen and its separation to become the Blawenburg Reformed Dutch Church in 1832. It has been in 
continuous use since that time and is registered on the National and State Registers of Historic Places

2. e growth of the church under the pastorate of the Rev. eodore Bayard Romeyn in 1860, which 
resulted in 14 feet being added to the church sanctuary

3. e addition of a Christian Pre-School to our education and outreach programs in 1999. It serves a 
need for Christ-centered education in our community and, as a side-effect, brings new members to our 
congregation

Challenges:
1. To learn how to spread the gospel to the many new housing developments in our neighborhood, to attract 

young people and integrate them iwith our present congregation
2. To find the resources to improve our Church facilities and how best to use them

Statistics:
 Households: 57 Sunday School: 37
 Total Members: 98 Average Attendance: 77

Bogota - Bogart Memorial. Organized: 1901

Significant Events:
1. e completion of our granite sanctuary in 1917
2. Establishment of a nursery school in 1960 which aided our community and gave our church added 

financial resources
3. e devastating fire in 1990 which gutted everything except the church’s sanctuary and the subsequent 

rebuilding of our congregation’s spirit and structure

Challenges:
1. To expand our congregation’s size and to be a presence in our ministry area for the proclamation of the 

gospel
2. To strengthen our financial giving and our financial base generally

Statistics:
 Households: 67 Sunday School: 12
 Total Members: 256 Average Attendance: 35



Bridgewater - Bradley Gardens. Organized: 1942

Significant Events:
1. e completion of a new, larger church building completed in 1963
2. Having one minister for 28 years - Rev. Paul Van Elk
3. Getting our first female minister in November, 2002 - Rev. J. Susan Gunther

Challenges:
1. Congregational growth
2. Stewardship development

Statistics:
 Households: 53 Sunday School: 35
 Total Members: 126 Average Attendance: 45

Clifton - Athenia. Organized: 1882

Significant Events:
1. Sept. 28th, 2002 - 120 years old
2. Lakeview Heights Reformed Church merged with Athenia

Challenges:
1. Need a full time pastor
2. Need younger families with children

Statistics:
 Households: 46 Sunday School: 0
 Total Members: 54 Average Attendance: 45

Colts Neck - Colts Neck. Organized: 1856

Significant Events:
1. A revival in March 1872 led to the baptism of 79 people in one weekend
2. In the 1960s rapid growth led to the addition of an education builing, expanded staff and, eventually 

sanctuary enlargement
3. An always strong mission-mindedness was highlighted by a Habitat for Humanity “blitz build” in which a 

house was completely financed and then built by the congregation in a week during May 2001

Challenges:
1. Contined strong growth raises space, resource and staffing issues
2. Focused assimilation of new Christians and deeper discipleship of all

Statistics:
 Households: 289 Sunday School: 253
 Total Members: 492 Average Attendance: 315



Little Falls - First. Organized: 1837

Significant Events:
1. 1840: Our beautiful church building was constructed using locally quarried brownstone. It is still the 

centerpiece of Little Falls
2. 1912: We underwent a name change from “Reformed Dutch Church of Little Falls, Passaic County and 

State of New Jersey” to “First Reformed Church of Little Falls, New Jersey”
3. 1998: e celebration of the 175th Anniversary began on Pentecost Sunday

Challenges:
1. Children in Worship has proved very successful, and now we are in need of some Sunday School classes
2. We are also facing the challenge of discipleship for our several new members...adult education is needed

Statistics:
 Households: 33 Sunday School: 20
 Total Members: 80 Average Attendance: 60

Long Branch - First. Organized: 1851

Significant Events:
1. Founded in 1847
2. 1866-1888: operated “e Seaside Chapel” near the beach with a capacity of 1000 with a 100 foot bell 

tower. Also known as Second Reformed Church. e “uptown” First Reformed Church continued to 
operate during this time

3. Provided facilities for teen outreach programs and a 24-hour phone help line in the 1970s

Challenges:
1. Negative growth
2. Insufficient income to maintain the facility

Statistics:
 Households: 20 Sunday School: 
 Total Members: 68 Average Attendance: 22

Metuchen - Metuchen. Organized: 1857

Significant Events:
1. e rebuilding of our church after being destroyed by fire
2. We have endured for over 145 years

Challenges:
1. Adult faith formation (the catechumenate)
2. Recapturing a vital sense of our Reformed heritage



Statistics:
 Households: 130 Sunday School: 43
 Total Members: 205 Average Attendance: 145

Montville - Montville. Organized: 1755

Significant Events:
1. Formation of our church in 1756
2. In 1824 a schism in the congregation regarding church doctrine led to the establishment of a separate 

church by some members
3. e complete destruction of the church by a fire in 1938 and the subsequent rebuilding of the church in 

1939

Challenges:
1. Maintaining church membership in a community with changing demographics
2. Finding leadership for the youth of the church

Statistics:
 Households: 56 Sunday School: 57
 Total Members: 274 Average Attendance: 72

Nutley - Franklin. Organized: 1855

Significant Events:
1. 1913 - Flower and Christian Service Guild is founded. eir ministry continues today: sending our altar 

flowers out, decorating the church, and many other outreach minstires
2. 1985 - Starting an “Afterschool Program” which includes a summer program serving Nutley and Belleville
3. 1993 - e start of “doorjam” - the housband of Franklin Reformed Church, an outreach singing group to 

the “church” at large, the Community which will soon release a CD

Challenges:
1. Involving more people to share and engage in leadership roles and the ministry and day to day workings of 

the church
2. Maintaining our buildings - repairs, starting a Pillar Fund to repair pillars in front of our Community 

House

Statistics:
 Households: 50 Sunday School: 28
 Total Members: 65 Average Attendance: 52



Pompton Lakes - Pompton. Organized: 1812

Significant Events:
1. In the early 1800’s area residents, using land donated by Martin Ryerson, managed to raise $1,932.00 for 

the construction of the Sanctuary. is was done in faith as no pastor was called until later.
2. : In 1970, the Rev. Dr. Bert Van Soest and PRC was the first in the Eastern US to organize a Crop Walk. 

Worked with other area churches and became the center for this ecumenical and community building 
event for many years.

3. In 1990, PRC was the first multiple staff RCA congregation to call a female to serve as senior pastor.  Rev. 
L’Anni Hill served with distinction until August of 2001.

Saddle Brook - First. Organized: 1900

Significant Events:
1. New sanctuary built in 1953
2. Fire destroyed education wing of church
3. 100th anniversary celebration

South River - First. Organized: 1895

Significant Events:
1. e addition to the church facilities and the acquisition of the parking lot and garage
2. Our 85th anniversary celebration
3. e re-establishment of our Sunday School in 1997

Challenges:
1. Long Range planning
2. Membership growth due to an aging congregation

Statistics:
 Households: 30 Sunday School: 35
 Total Members: 95 Average Attendance: 44

Union City - First. Organized: 1902

Significant Events:
1. 100th anniversary - October 27, 2002. A special service with Rev. David Muyskens preaching and over 100 

people present
2. Christmas 2002 Concert with about thirty voices
3. Seder Supper celebrated with a Spanish congregation



Challenges:
1. Need more members
2. Low finances

Statistics:
 Households: 12 Sunday School: 
 Total Members: 13 Average Attendance: 15

Whiting - Community. Organized: 1976

Significant Events:
1. First worship service attended by 118 residents
2. Building of the first building containing the Sanctuary, a kitchen, offices, rest rooms, utility room, and 

furnace room. e Sanctuary has two large sliding partitions so that the chancel and the back section could 
be closed off for multiple use. e Sanctuary was furnished with chairs which can be easily rearranged. A 
fellowship hall was added later

3. e addition of future visioning as an important part of the annual congregational meeting has enabled the 
congregation to expand its ministry and mission to the local community by establishing a community food 
pantry and providing space for the Whiting Office of Volunteer Caregivers and for Ocean County to serve 
seniors noon dinner three days a week

Challenges:
1. Facility needs of the congregation for present and future ministries
2. Making outreach to the unchurched and new residents a high priority by developing attractive programs, 

classes, and publicity and an inspired, well-trained corps of outreach visitors

Statistics:
 Households: 288 Sunday School: 205
 Total Members: 319 Average Attendance: 250

NEW YORK

Albany - ird. Organized: 1834

Significant Events:
1. A new building at a new location was constructed in 1917
2. In 1984 the 150th anniversary was celebrated
3. In September of 2000, the congregation held a “Millenium Reunion” to celebrate that we would be 

beginning city ministry into a third century in one city. e congregation re-dedicated itself to doing the 
hard work of urban ministry

Challenges:
1. We continue to service a numberically declining community
2. We continue to service an economically declining community



Statistics:
 Households: 68 Sunday School: 21
 Total Members: 79 Average Attendance: 48

Altamont - Altamont. Organized: 1896

Significant Events:
1. Building of Christian Education building in the mid-1950s
2. Creation of a youth ministry staff position (full-time) in the mid-1990s
3. Rebuilding of the organ in 2002

Challenges:
1. Making church handicap accessible
2. Expanding Sunday School room space

Statistics:
 Households: 84 Sunday School: 100
 Total Members: 253 Average Attendance: 115

East Berne - Berne, Second. Organized: 1826

Significant Events:
1. e current church building is the third one built on the current site. e first building was destroyed but 

no records to report on the cause. e second structure burned down in 1924
2. e fellowship hall burned down in 1957 and was rebuilt
3. March 15, 1976, at the church’s 150th anniversary, the congregation dressed in clothes styled after 1826. 

e ministers also dressed in that era and preached a sermon that was appropriate to that period of time

Challenges:
1. Remodeling and refurbishing bathrooms and kitchen in fellowship hall
2. To increase community outreach activities and needs of community households

Statistics:
 Households: 20 Sunday School: 10
 Total Members: 39 Average Attendance: 30

Bloomington - United of Rosendale. Organized: 1969

Significant Events:
1. Reuniting of three churches in town of Rosendale in 1968
2. Two hundredth anniversary of ministry to town of Rosendale in 1996-1997
3. Renovation of church to make it handicapped accessible in 2002



Challenges:
1. Financial challenge of small membership church
2. Sustaining youth involvement
3. Leadership

Statistics:
 Households: 56 Sunday School: 36
 Total Members: 77 Average Attendance: 70

Brooklyn - Canarsie Community. Organized: 1876

Significant Events:
1. Growth in membership
2. Growth in spirituality
3. Growth in prayer group

Challenges:
1. Needing a new roof on church and parsonage
2. To raise enough money to hire our pastor full time

Statistics:
 Households: 14 Sunday School: 12
 Total Members: 60 Average Attendance: 50

Brooklyn - Flatbush Dutch. Organized: 1654

Significant Events:
1. Founded in 1654 - third oldest church in the RCA
2. Transition from Dutch to English
3. Transition from European to West Indian majority

Challenges:
1. Ministry and mission to a changing immigrant, urban community
2. Stewardship of property

Statistics:
 Households: 170 Sunday School: 95
 Total Members: 186 Average Attendance: 150



Brooklyn - Flatlands. Organized: 1654

Significant Events:
1. Our congregation was formed in 1654,next year we will celebrate our350th birthday
2. In 1848, the present sanctuary was opened
3. When the English language replaced Dutch. In the 1960s-1970s, women and cultural diversity in our 

congregation and our consistory

Challenges:
1. We are a small congregation and we need new members to carry on the work of the church
2. We just issued a call to a new minister who will begin at Flatlands on August 1, 2003

Statistics:
 Households: 21 Sunday School: 5
 Total Members: 31 Average Attendance: 30

Brooklyn - Grace. Organized: 1871

Significant Events:
1. Grace Chapel, under the wing of the Flatbush Reformed Church, was organized as a separate church on 

February 17, 1903
2. Our Chapel was built for Christian education, also in 1903
3. : In 1979, the Landmark Preservation Commission designated our area as an historic district

Challenges:
1. Evangelism: to go into all the world-including our community
2. Multi-culturalism: to include in worship, all races, color and creed

Statistics:
 Households: 90 Sunday School: 45
 Total Members: 140 Average Attendance: 180

Chatham - First. Organized: 1843

Significant Events:
1. Proclaiming the Word for 163 years. Serving our Lord and this community through food pantries, 

nutritional site, counseling center, thrift shop, sending forth two “sons” as Ministers of the Word.
2. Revitalization of sanctuary in anticipation of its 100th anniversary in 2000. Repair of roofs, stone cleaning 

of exterior, releading of stained glass, renovation of pipe organ. We raised $53,000 to help pay the cost.
3. Purchase of property for a parking lot in the 1960s. Purchase of a new parsonage in 1995

Challenges:
1. Securing an installed Minister of Word and Sacrament
2. Becoming handicapped-accessible and relevant to a new generation



Statistics:
 Households: 54 Sunday School: 23
 Total Members: 100 Average Attendance: 51

Clymer - Clymer Hill. Organized: 1847

Significant Events:
1. 150th Anniversary Celebration. Buying plot of ground for $15
2. Added Sunday School rooms--a challenge well met in 1954. Co-pastors
3. Gave birth to a daughter--Abbe Reformed Church, 1871

Challenges:
1. Sunday School attendance
2. Focus energy into productive channels (shift focus to members and community, not buildings, etc.)

Statistics:
 Households: 47 Sunday School: 31
 Total Members: 115 Average Attendance: 85

Glenmont - Community. Organized: 1957

Significant Events:
1. Ordination of women as elders and deacons
2. Making church handicap accesible and paying off that debt in 7 years

Herkimer - Herkimer. Organized: 1723

Significant Events:
1. A three-year major building project including tearing down a house and constructing a parking lot
2. Celebrations of 250th and 275th anniversaries
3. Starting a faith-based schools out program for children of working parents. e program operates daily 

from 2:30 pm to 6:00 pm and from 7:00 am to 6:00 pm on vacation days

Challenges:
1. Increasing membership by becoming a more welcoming congregation
2. Encouraging parents requesting baptism to understand the meaning of baptism and prepare for it by 

attending classes

Statistics:
 Households: 85 Sunday School: 39
 Total Members: 199 Average Attendance: 75



Hopewell Junction - Hopewell. Organized: 1757

Significant Events:
1. Movement from a Dutch Church to an American Church in a spirit of love and unity
2. Expansion of facility in a time of economic downturn in the Hudson Valley
3. Empowerment of laity in ministry

Challenges:
1. Expansion and growth
2. Increasing our level of passionate spirituality

Statistics:
 Households: 332 Sunday School: 255
 Total Members: 1000 Average Attendance: 441

Hurley - Hurley. Organized: 1801

Significant Events:
1. Celebrated our two hundredth anniversary
2. New organ purchased
3. Exchanges with Hurley, England, and St. Mary’s Church

Challenges:
1. Space...both for church school and worship
2. Maintaining a historical building in an old historical town

Statistics:
 Households: 219 Sunday School: 163
 Total Members: 747 Average Attendance: 350

Kingston - First. Organized: 1659

Significant Events:
1. In 1660, Hermanus Blom answered the call for a Domine here, at which time he wrote in Dutch, “I, 

Hermanus Blom, the first preacher in the land of Esopus, preached my first sermon on the 12th day of 
September, 1660, having arrived there on the 5th day of the month in the company’s yacht.”

2. On October 16, 1777, British troops landedon the beach above Kingston Point, marched to the village of 
Kingston, where they plundered and burned barns, all homes except one and the Reformed Dutch Church 
of Domine George Jacob Leonard Doll--who was considered partially responsible for this burning, as he 
was a “fiery orator on the side of the Colonists.”

3. In September, 1959, on the occasion of the 300th anniversary of the Old Dutch Church, the Netherland’s 
young Princess Beatrix (now Queen) visited us, traveling in the steps of her mother, Queen Juliana, who 



had visited our church in 1952 when the city of Kingston was celebrating its 300th anniversary

Challenges:
1. e need for a permanent minister
2. e reawakening of the spirit that once made this church the “centerpiece” of this area and would lead us to 

grow (with a younger congregation)

Statistics:
 Households: 125 Sunday School: 19
 Total Members: 273 Average Attendance: 95

Lawyersville - Lawyersville. Organized: 1788

Significant Events:
1. 1788: church founded (German Reformed) and in 1796 became Dutch Reformed
2. Nurtured a son from congregation who became pastor - Rev. Jared Van Wagenan, IV
3. August 1995: First African-American female as pastor (Pacia Ferrell Vamvas)

Challenges:
1. Bringing in younger families or young people
2. Discernment regarding a building project

Statistics:
 Households: 30 Sunday School: 10
 Total Members: 90 Average Attendance: 55

Long Island City - Steinway. Organized: 1879

Significant Events:
1. We had one minister for thirty-seven years
2. We share our ministry with a Greek congregation and a Korean congregation

Challenges:
1. We are looking for new members
2. We are looking for a new pastor

Statistics:
 Households: 30 Sunday School: 16
 Total Members: 30 Average Attendance: 25



Middleburgh - Middleburgh. Organized: 1732

Significant Events:
1. 271 years of service
2. Faithful long term pastors who served the church
3. New foyer and fellowship hall added to the historical sanctuary in 1998

Challenges:
1. Becoming a mission outpost
2. Adult and youth discipleship

Statistics:
 Households: 46 Sunday School: 54
 Total Members: 120 Average Attendance: 60

New York - Harlem Elmendorf. Organized: 1912

Significant Events:
1. Elmendorf is e first Church in Harlem, Established in 1660.  Also known as the Low Dutch Church of 

Harlem incorporated in 1810
2. Name changed in 1990 to Elmendorf of Harlem
3. Rev. Patricia A. Singletary, our first African-American female to pastor in 2002

Challenges:
1. need for elevator  in a three level Church
2. hardship on senior citizens

Statistics:
 Households: 84 Sunday School: 
 Total Members: 120 Average Attendance: 70

Port Jervis - Deerpark. Organized: 1737

Significant Events:
1. Our church was formed in 1737, and has remained an active congregation since that time, making us the 

oldest congregation in Port Jervis, New York.  Minisink Reformed in Montague, New Jersey, was formed 
the same year.  For about 100 years we shared a minister, and we continue to worship with them during 
Lent and once each summer

2. In August of 2002, lightening struck our steeple resulting in a fire.  We were blessed by the Lord in the 
fire company arriving swiftly and working many hours in the hot summer weather to douse the fire before 
significant damage was done. A service to thank our firefighters was held in May of 2003

3. In November of 2002, we called our first woman minister, Rev. Ann P. Rost.  Rev. Rost was baptized in our 
church as an infant, because her father’s family were members of many generations



Challenges:
1. Growth during changing times in our city
2. An old building with many challenges

Statistics:
 Households: 50 Sunday School: 25
 Total Members: 60 Average Attendance: 60

Poughkeepsie - Poughkeepsie. Organized: 1716

Significant Events:
1. New parking area
2. New organ in the works
3. New youth director

Challenges:
1. City lack of growth--ten years in population decline
2. Lack of faithfulness to weekly worship

Statistics:
 Households: 100 Sunday School: 35
 Total Members: 140 Average Attendance: 105

Defreestville - Blooming Grove. Organized: 1814

Significant Events:
1. In 1814, the Reformed Church congregations at Wynantskill and Greenbush, which had been yoked, 

were separated.  e people in the Bloomingrove area of Defreestville, where the Wynantskill-Greenbush 
parsonage was located (half way between the two churches), petitioned Rensselaer Classis to form a 
congregation there

2. In 1911, the second sanctuary on that site burned to the ground.  e congregation built the current 
sanctuary over the next 15 years

3. In 1990, exit 8 off of Interstate 90 was built almost directly behind the church, reducing the driving time to 
downtown Albany from 30 minutes to ten minutes and transforming Defreestville from a sleepy farming 
community to a rapidly growing suburb

Challenges:
1. Sustaining a mission that continues to demonstrate our efforts to love God more and minister better to the 

needs of a changing community
2. Changing our thinking from that of a small country church to a growing suburban (almost urban) church 

with multiple staff and programs seven days a week

Statistics:
 Households: 124 Sunday School: 70
 Total Members: 401 Average Attendance: 114



Rexford - Amity. Organized: 1802

Significant Events:
1. In 1871 a second church building was erected in Vischer Ferry, located near the banks of the Mohawk 

River. e Ferry was a thriving stop on the Old Erie Canal. A larger church, at the cost of $14,000, was 
built to replace a small church built during its founding in 1802. After just 15 years of use for worship 
the second church was destroyed by fire in 1886. Just two years later the present church was erected for 
$6,288.63. A beautiful structure, built with seating in a half circle, makes for intimate worship, a warmth 
enters by way of the bright colored stain glass windows. e interior has a wainscotted ceiling and stately 
chandeliers. e genuine support of the people is seen by rebuilding in such a short amount of time.

2. During January 1990. the Bell Tower and Eastern Vestibule of the church were repaired. A major beam in 
the church had rotted through and was jeopardizing the integrity of the church structure. is problem 
was great enough to have closed down the use of the church building. e Bell Tower was removed with a 
large crane. A contractor was hired and worked with a committee of the church which planned the project 
and organized members to help out with the work. Donated labor help keep costs down. e project was 
completed and dedicated in September 1990 for a cost of approximately $45,000. Without donated labor 
the cost would have been double. As in other times in its history the congregation faced a great challenge 
and went forth in faith. Members became involved in a “hands on way” that made a notable difference.

3. e 200th Anniversary. In 2002 Amity entered into a special group of churches in the nation that has 
known 200 years or more of continuous ministry in the same location. e year was an exciting and 
inspiring time to celebrate as a church family. In entering the 21st century Amity had a history spanning 
two centuries of time. Special events held through out the year touched on our past and also what it means 
to be the ‘Body of Christ’ today. As a church we look with expectation toward the future with God as our 
Guide.

ese are just three events of many that describe the resilience of the congregation over the years. People 
have always pulled together and not allowed any crisis to keep them from being the church of Jesus Christ.

Challenges:
1. e church would like to see more growth especially in the area of families with small children. is age 

group joins, gets involved and then job requirements necessiate a move out of the area or state. Because of 
the cost of property in the area younger couples find it hard to afford staying or moving in the area. Some 
of the young couples who have moved were excellent assets to church life.

2. Finding enough room is a challenge, since our education area is limited in room and storage space. It does 
not take much to have us stretched to the limits when multiple events are taking place. How we deal with 
this problem will be an important in the future development of the church.

Presently many structural repairs are taking place on the church sanctuary and grounds. Improvements are 
constantly being considered to keep pace with current needs.

Statistics:
 Households: 61 Sunday School: 56
 Total Members: 91 Average Attendance: 76



Rochester - Brighton. Organized: 1892

Significant Events:
1. In 1890, fifty years after Dutch settlers came to Brighton, New York, township, two non-Dutch land 

speculators gave one lot and $100 to these immigrants to help them build a chapel nearer their homes. e 
cornerstone of Brighton Reformed Church was laid on July 4, 1891, and the church completed in 1896

2. When the Brighton Reformed Church congregation outgrew the original chapel and the building 
renovated in 1920, Mattie Guenther opened her home across the street for church use. She donated over 
three acres for a new church site in the 1940s; a building fund was started with $50. A ground-breaking 
ceremony was held in April, 1958, and the next Spring the building was ready for worship services

3. During Brigton Reformed Church’s 1991 centennial year, celebrations took place one Sunday each month 
from July to November. Special recognition was given to charter families, our Dutch heritage, former 
members homecoming, historical memorabilia, and a centennial finale, with a Saturday congregational 
banquet and Sunday coffee hour featuring special treats from the four ethnic groups (Dutch, American, 
Hispanic, and Taiwanese) now forming the Brighton Reformed Church family

Challenges:
1. To reach the unchurched and demonstrate the relevance of God’s Word, given the secular nature of 

American culture in the 21st century
2. To maintain a stable, vibrant congregation while staying focused and committed to God’s mission, in light 

of discouraging demographics, overwhelming need in the community, and pressing financial concerns in 
the church and world

Statistics:
 Households: 105 Sunday School: 51
 Total Members: 169 Average Attendance: 100

Rochester - Lakeview Community. Organized: 1951

Significant Events:
1. When, in 1950, a fledgling congregation made up of some residents of summer cottages along the Lake 

Ontario shore in Greece, New York, sought a sponsor for a church, the RCA responded by providing 
pastoral leadership and denominational support

2. In 1969, a new sanctuary was dedicated
3. During 2001, the Lakeview congregation celebrated a year-long 50th anniversary that included an in-

depth review of the development and growth of this church. A booklet entitled “Fifty Years By e Lake,” 
a history of Lakeview was published.

Challenges:
1. Reaching out into the community in order to get new converts to Christ and to give people opportunities 

to renew their faith
2. Getting more of the congregation to “step forward” to help the church provide and support a meaningful 

ministry to each other

Statistics:
 Households: 99 Sunday School: 75
 Total Members: 232 Average Attendance: 130



Rochester - Trinity. Organized: 1886

Significant Events:
1. August 1886: e young people of First Reformed, Rochester felt the need for a service conducted in 

English, not Dutch.  ere was enough support for two churches--Second Reformed came into exsistence.  
November 1888: a new church building was dedicated

2. September 1953: Due to a shifting population, Second Reformed moved to the suberbs-Brighton.  e 
church is still at the present site.  October 1964: e present building was dedicated and not long after 
Second Reformed was renamed Trinity Reformed

3. 1996: We blended First Reformed Church with Trinity Reformed, thus becoming one again

Challenges:
1. Calling a new pastor
2. Building our younger membership

Statistics:
 Households: 103 Sunday School: 53
 Total Members: 206 Average Attendance: 125

Schenectady - Bellevue. Organized: 1893

Significant Events:
1. e Bellevue Reformed Church completed the construction of a new Christian education building in 1956 

and a new sanctuary in 1968
2. In response to a community need the Bellevue Reformed Church established and  operated Oasis Day 

Care for ten years. e day care included infants 6 months and olde
3. We celebrated the 100th anniversary of Bellevue Reformed in 1993

Challenges:
1. Reaching out into our community, bringing people to Christ
2. Establish a new stewardship program

Statistics:
 Households: 148 Sunday School: 50
 Total Members: 341 Average Attendance: 115

Schoharie - Schoharie. Organized: 1721

Significant Events:
1. Pastorate of Rev. Jared vanWagenen,IV- 1976-2001
2. e installation of organ in 1894
3. e transitions in ministry 2001-2003



Challenges:
1. Growing into a stronger church family as we call a new pastor
2. Reaching the unchurched as we serve our community

Statistics:
 Households: 51 Sunday School: 11
 Total Members: 78 Average Attendance: 65

Scotia - First. Organized: 1818

Significant Events:
1. Our church burned to the ground in December, 1943, but even more significant was the congregation’s 

response.  We purchased an incredible piece of adjacent land that overlooks a lake in an urban area, and 
worked together to build an excellent facility as a center for ministry and mis

2. In 1972 our congregation called its first woman to serve on our consistory.  Since that time the many 
women who have been called to leadership positions in our church have strengthened our congregation 
and our witness

3. : First Reformed Church has been a center for ministry and mission in our community for 185 years.  e 
congregation’s fundamental health and vitality is evidenced by her ability to establish long-term, productive 
relationships with her installed pastors

Warwick - Warwick. Organized: 1750

Significant Events:
1. Using significant endowment dollars for a new church start and other significant ministries that we support
2. e rebuilding of the church’s sanctuary after a devastating fire which took place in 1979
3. We completed the refocusing process and are implementing plans for the future

Challenges:
1. To reach a thoroughly secular and self-sufficient society with the Gospel
2. To transition from a small village church to one that is more inclusive as we are becoming a bedroom 

community to New York City

Statistics:
 Households: 122 Sunday School: 128
 Total Members: 195 Average Attendance: 140



OHIO

Brunswick - Brunswick. Organized: 1959

Significant Events:
1. We made the decision in 1985 to grow by 10% net growth in worship attendance each year
2. In 1992 we began hosting renewal & reconciliation weekends for men in the Spring and women in the 

Fall, and have done so ever since
3. We were a pioneer church for the national “40 Days of Purpose” campaign originating out of Saddleback 

Church last Fall, and it had an extremely positive impact on our entire church life

Challenges:
1. staying relevant to our culture
2. growing healthy, maturing believers out of new converts

Statistics:
 Households: 197 Sunday School: 308
 Total Members: 635 Average Attendance: 375

Cleveland - Calvary. Organized: 1890

Significant Events:
1. In 1914, before the United States made a similar decision, Calvary women were given the right to vote at 

congregational meetings
2. In the 1950s and 1960s, Calvary birthed four new churches in the Cleveland area
3. In a ten year span (1966-1976), we went from seven worshippers to around 100

Challenges:
1. Each week, 125 kids, youth, and adults come to our building for various outreach ministries. Yet, very few 

of them have become members. We must integrate these people into our church
2. A fledgling prayer ministry has begun, but has not yet become an integral part of each area of our church 

life and witness

Statistics:
 Households: 32 Sunday School: 34
 Total Members: 62 Average Attendance: 70

PENNSYLVANIA

Churchville - North and Southampton. Organized: 1710

Significant Events:
1. e initial rooting of this congregation in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, in 1710
2. e establishment of a system of Sunday Schools in the mid-nineteenth century scattered about the 

neighborhoods of the region some of which eventually became other Reformed churches



3. e successful transition from rural to suburban congregational lifein the mid-twentieth century

Challenges:
1. Need a lively, engaging, outreaching youth program for grades 6 to 12
2. Need more connections with the wider world focussing on peace and justice concerns

Statistics:
 Households: 274 Sunday School: 161
 Total Members: 829 Average Attendance: 193

SOUTH DAKOTA

Canton - Bethany. Organized: 1959

Significant Events:
1. e Lay Witness Mission
2. New church addition called the “Carpenters Addition”
3. Lay mission project to Hayti

Statistics:
 Households: 78 Sunday School: 90
 Total Members: 274 Average Attendance: 138

VIRGIN ISLANDS

Christiansted, Saint Croix - Saint Croix. Organized: 1992

Significant Events:
1. 1740 Organized as a congregation with ahuch building in Christiansted under the church in the 

Netherlands.
2. 1820’s congregation disbanded, building transferred to Lutherans, communion vessels brought to St. 

omas for safe keeping
3. 1992 Congregation reorganized,communion vessels returned to St. Croix. 1997 new building dedicated in 

Estate LaReine, communion vessels carried in procession by descendants of 1740 congregation

WASHINGTON

Lynden - Faith. Organized: 1954

Significant Events:
1. Our charter members envisioned a vibrant, growing church with a new sanctuary. ey poured their lives 

into a successful accomplishment of these goals



2. A time of renewal occured during a lay-witness spiritual revival. is revival and growth continued during 
the ministry of Pastor Dick Vriesman.

3. Recently a time of re-focusing has brought a renewed committment to spiritual growth within our 
congregation. Our prayer is that we will be open to the Spirit of God to allow this event to be significant

Challenges:
1. Focusing on reaching out to the spiritual and physical needs in our community and to receive those who 

visit our church with a ready and warm acceptance
2. e identification, training, and developing of new leaders who will commit to leading us forward as a 

spiritually vital church of Jesus Christ

Statistics:
 Households: 147 Sunday School: 135
 Total Members: 406 Average Attendance: 326

Lynden - First. Organized: 1910

Significant Events:
1. Our founding in 1910
2. Our birthing daughter/sister congregations (1944, 1956, 1991, and ?)
3. Developing a new vision in the 1990’s with a 5 phase plan for property acquisition and building; going to 

multiple services to reach a sight and sound generation, and developing core values.  A period of growth

Oak Harbor - First. Organized: 1903

Significant Events:
1. Doubling membership, 1973-1990
2. Expanding sanctuary, educational wing, offices, and kitchen
3. Celebrating centennial, 1903-2003

Challenges:
1. Attracting young families from military community
2. Enhancing Christian education

Statistics:
 Households: 207 Sunday School: 120
 Total Members: 464 Average Attendance: 303



WISCONSIN

Cedar Grove - Faith. Organized: 1965

Significant Events:
1. Founding and first building - 1964-1965
2. Lay Witness Mission - 1971
3. irty-nine years of faithful pursuit of missions

Challenges:
1. Reaching the community (evangelism)
2. Expanding facilities to accommodate growth

Statistics:
 Households: 127 Sunday School: 120
 Total Members: 337 Average Attendance: 200

Cedar Grove - First. Organized: 1854

Significant Events:
1. First Reformed Church incorporated under the laws of the state on February 20,1853
2. In 1965 after a period of conducting two identical Sunday morning worship services, First Reformed 

mothered a second Reformed Church, namely Faith Reformed Church in the village of Cedar Grove, 
Wisconsin

3. In the year 2003 the parsonage that was built in 1912 was removed to make room for a sizeable addition 
for fellowship and further outreach

Oostburg - First. Organized: 1850

Significant Events:
1. e split in our church to form the congregation of the First Presbyterian Church USA in 1867.  Our 

congregation went from 110 families and 230 members to 41 families and 92 members
2. e church fire on August 3, 1987  which eventually led to the building of our current structure
3. e 150th anniversary celebration of our church held during the year 2000

Challenges:
1. Membership involvement
2. Vision for the future and a passion for Christ’s church

Statistics:
 Households: 479 Sunday School: 250
 Total Members: 1094 Average Attendance: 510



Sheboygan Falls - First. Organized: 1856

Significant Events:
1. e church was incorporated in February 1866 as the First Reformed Protestant Church, and a site at 314 

Buffalo Street (now 308-310) was purchased where in 1883 a church building was erected
2. From 1920 through 1951 the church more than doubled in size resulting in the purchase of land and the 

building of a new sanctuary at 527 Giddings Ave. e sanctuary was dedicated at a anksgiving service in 
November of 1951 and continues to serve the congregation and community

3. In 1996 the congregation made two major decisions which would forever affect the ministry of the church.  
It was decided to move into a multiple staff model of ministry and to add an addition to the existing 
building to accommodate ministries which had outgrown current facilities and to facilitate the creation of 
new ministries to serve the community & church

Challenges:
1. Maintaining unity within the body while assimilating many new members who come into the church with 

variety of backgrounds, desires & ministry needs.  As new people become part of the church, the church’s 
SHAPE changes creating tensions within the body at times

2. Continuing to develop affordable ministries which relevantly minister to the community so that we 
continue to follow Christ in mission

Statistics:
 Households: 196 Sunday School: 150
 Total Members: 440 Average Attendance: 300

Sheboygan Falls - Gibbsville. Organized: 1856

Significant Events:
1. Church building burned in 1894 only one year after it had been built
2. Decision to build a new church building in 1965 to replace the one built following the fire in 1894
3. Loss of a beloved pastor (Rev. Wendell Pyle) due to a drowning accident in 1980.  is was a time when 

the congregtion felt God’s comfort in their unity

Challenges:
1. : Having had a ministry to a fairly stable Dutch ethnic population, we see the community growing and 

changing to a more cosmopolitan nature.  We struggle sometimes with making them feel welcome
2. Our growing youth ministry is challenging us to think about adding an activities facility and we are waiting 

upon the Lord to see if thats the direction we should go

Statistics:
 Households: 319 Sunday School: 298
 Total Members: 789 Average Attendance: 550



Waupun - Alto. Organized: 1857

Significant Events:
1. Word of God faithfully proclaimed for almost 150 years. Church organized in 1855
2. Being one of the oldest Reformed churches in Wisconsin, it has been our privilege to help start three other 

churches

Challenges:
1. To make good use of the new addition being built

Statistics:
 Households: 256 Sunday School: 140
 Total Members: 773 Average Attendance: 475

Waupun - Emmanuel. Organized: 1941

Significant Events:
1. Fiftieth anniversary celebration
2. Vision-setting and renewal meetings that helped the congregation to focus on its purpose in ministry
3. A youth group trip to Flatbush Reformed Church in Brooklyn, NY with Forest Grove Reformed Church 

of Hudsonville, MI
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